	NT Social Justice Praxis


	
This project is to be done in cooperation with the JCU Center for Community Service.

Nota Bene: The SJP must be conducted EXACTLY to the specifications indicated in this document; NO SUBSTITUTIONS are permitted without explicit approval from the JCU Institutional Review Board. FEDERAL LEGISLATION concerning research on human subjects explicitly restricts investigations of religious behavior/attitudes and ethical views. This means, for example, that you are PROHIBITED from INTERVIEWING CLIENTS or other VOLUNTEERS at your placement site. As it stands, this SJP has been approved by the JCU IRB. If you are not satisfied with the existing SJP design, you MUST apply for and receive special permission from the IRB before implementing any changes—or face serious fines and/or life at “Club Fed.” Consult the Instructor if you need further clarification.

	Rationale

One of the hallmarks of Christianity from the very start has been an emphasis on caritas (agapic love, "charity") as a central means of imitating Christ and enacting one's faith (i.e., praxis). The Christian believes that God's reconciliation of the world in Christ is a free gift (charism), and this Divine gift freely given spills out in the Christian life under the influence of the Holy Spirit, which is the Spirit of Christ. The specific way in which "charity" is understood varies according to regional influences and the social location of church members. It includes such varied practices as almsgiving (the charitable donation of money or other material goods), the monastic practice of hospitality to travelers, enacting the corporal or spiritual "works of mercy" in the Catholic tradition, and missionary service. Matthew's gospel in particular has been influential in the development of such practices because of the breadth and specificity of attitudes and behaviors condoned in this version of The Beatitudes (Matt 5:1–12) and the Last Judgement scene (Matt 25:31–46).

Since the advent of the Social Gospel Movement in the 19th century, Americans have viewed "charity" not simply as the giving of funds or other resources to those in need but also as a means for personal involvement in creating better conditions for those less fortunate than oneself—in liberation theology language, as a means for achieving "solidarity with the poor" and overcoming systemic evil. This view of charity is particularly helpful for college students for two reasons. First, giving one's time and energy does not add to the financial burden created by educational costs. Second, and perhaps more importantly, it gives students the chance to meet and work closely with people whose socioeconomic situation is quite unlike their own. This kind of personal experience typically opens students to a new way of looking at the world—which, of course, is the primary object of education.

Nor is the Ignatian tradition tangential to these concerns. The primacy of pastoral needs and focus on the cura personalis has been a hallmark of the Society of Jesus since its inception in A.D. 1540. Ignatius of Loyola and his confreres actively ministered not only to but also with the poor. A period of thirty days itinerant begging continues to be part of Jesuit formation even today. Such personal experience creates a sense of solidarity with the poor and a sensitivity to social-justice concerns that is the central charism of the Jesuit order. Jesuit education aims to create “women and men for others” by fostering in each student this kind of intense valuation of justice and awareness of the ways in which each individual is called by God to make our world a more just place to live. Human efforts alone never will create a “perfect world,” but we are called always to “choose the better part” (Luke 10:42), to strive for the magis rather than settling for what is easier or more expedient. Hence, social-justice praxis is integral to the Jesuit ethos.

	Objectives

1. Identify key NT attitudes, examples, and teachings with respect to social justice

2. Identify one critique the NT provokes concerning contemporary U.S./Ohio/Cleveland social structures

3. Integrate the understanding of the gospel with the actual praxis of it in addressing a specific, concrete, contemporary social problem

4. Exemplify how the gospel energizes believers to concrete action to foster social justice (e.g., the traditional "works of mercy," political action)

	Structure

The SOCIAL-JUSTICE PRAXIS (SJP) is a group project. There should be a minimum of two and maximum of four persons/group. See the “Plan” and “Report” sections for further details.

	Plan

Choose a contemporary social-justice problem to be the focus of your praxis, and gather one or more other students who share this concern. Register with the JCU Center for Community Service (if you have not already done so), and have the CCS help you find a suitable placement that addresses this social-justice concern. Your project design should include a minimum of twelve hours of service, spread out over the course of at least eight weeks, working in some area where there is a real need for your talents and interests and which directly address the social-justice concern you identified. E.g., if you identified educational inequities or lack of equal opportunity, you might choose to tutor high-risk elementary- or middle-school-aged students, or you might get involved with a group striving for educational reform. If you identified poverty or homelessness, you might work at Goodrich-Gannett Neighborhood Center or a soup kitchen or you might assist an organization like Family Transitional Housing; you might help rehab or build houses for those who do not have the resources to buy or repair their homes. Alternately, you might work toward tort reform with respect to child-support standards, predatory lending laws, renter’s rights, or engage in other related forms of political action. However, keep in mind that your placement must be congruent with the social-justice concern you identified. For example, if your issue is homelessness, then tutoring would not be a suitable placement.

	The essential aspects of your SJP design are: 

1. You are able to complete the project (BTW, this does not mean that you are expected to have “solved” the problem!)

2. It meets some real social-justice concern in the greater Cleveland community

3. It involves direct service of at least 10–12 hours over a period of 8 weeks (If your service time exceeds twelve hours, you will earn extra credit; if your time is less than ten hours, your grade will be penalized.)

4. A substantial portion of your direct service must comprise your personal involvement with the people who are affected by the social-justice concern you identified in #2

5. The direct service reflects one of the "Works of Mercy" outlined in Catholic tradition

1. Corporal Works of Mercy: 

1. Feeding the hungry [e.g., staffing a soup kitchen or food bank]

2. Giving drink to the thirsty [ditto above; sponsoring a kegger after a sporting event does NOT count]

3. Clothing the naked [e.g., working with St. Vincent de Paul or a clothes distribution program affiliated with a shelter or soup kitchen] 

4. Visiting the imprisoned [e.g., working in a prison ministry or re-entry facility]

5. Sheltering the homeless [e.g., staffing homeless shelters; rehabbing or building houses for the homeless or elderly poor]

6. Visiting the sick [e.g., working in a hospital or health clinic]

7. Burying the dead [sorry, this one requires a State license]

2. Spiritual Works of Mercy 

1. Admonishing sinners [e.g., working with juvenile reform]

2. Instructing the ignorant [e.g., tutoring; working with a parish school of religion program]

3. Counseling the doubtful [e.g., staffing a rape crisis hotline; working with Birthright]

4. Comforting the sorrowful [e.g., helping in a hospital chaplaincy or a hospice care center like Malachi House]

5. Bearing wrongs patiently [e.g., teaching college students—just kidding!]

6. Forgiving injuries [e.g., working for prison reform]

7. Praying for the living and the dead [this one you can include with just about any service activity]

Complete your CCS orientation by the end of the second week of the term. Begin your project by the third week of the semester, and continue working at your placement through at least the eleventh week of the term (approximately mid-April). The final report on this PRAXIS is due by the thirteenth week of the semester, but the deadline for certification of your hours and the final evaluation from your supervisor will be the last day of classes. See the Social-Justice Praxis Schedule for other applicable deadlines.

	Written Work

The written component of this SOCIAL-JUSTICE PRAXIS comprises six basic parts, the first three of which are done individually, while the last three are done as a group:

1. A SJP proposal;

2. A weekly journal and/or Blackboard discussion;

3. Interviews with your supervisor and one or two other individuals who work (i.e., are paid employees) at your placement or one similar to it.

4. A research essay expositing the facts underlying your social-justice concern;

5. A retrospective analysis of your research and direct-service activity; and 

6. A design for class engagement with the issues addressed in your project (part live and part web-based).

Each group will submit an SJP Portfolio at the end of the semester. The SJP Group Portfolio will include Parts 1–3 from each of the group members, all completed copies of the CATs, and any other individual evaluative measures, along with Parts 4–6, all group progress reports, and any other group communications.

	A.  Project Proposal 

Write a one-page description of your proposed project to submit to the Instructor. (If you use the Blackboard Assessment form to do this, print out a copy to submit for grading and to save for your SJP Portfolio.) The description should include:

1. Basic facts about your placement (site, supervisor's name, population with whom you will be serving, schedule of service hours, etc.)

2. What social-justice concern is the focus of your praxis?

3. Why did you choose to highlight this particular issue?

4. Exactly how do you hope this project will make Cleveland a more just place to live? What methods or mechanisms of change will you pursue?

5. Exactly what do you expect to be the results of this project—for you, for the group with whom you are working, for the city as a whole? What observable changes will take place?

6. What specific criteria will you use to judge whether your project is "successful"? (Include only measures that are ethical, feasible, and legal for you to use. “Feeling” statements are not evaluative criteria.)

7. Why should your project be classified as "religious" behavior?

Focusing on questions #1–3, above, create a 75-100 word abstract of this description for your classmates. Create a new thread on the SJP Blackboard Discussion Board (BBDB) and name it after your project (e.g., if Brian Sweeney were helping with tutoring at Gesu School, he would name the thread "Sweeney Gesu Tutoring"). Post your abstract as the first entry under this thread. Continue to use this thread for any further BBDB posts concerning your project (unless you do not want any credit for them).

	B. Journal/Discussion 

Once you begin your weekly service placement, keep a concurrent Journal by making weekly posts to the thread you created on the SJP BBDB. In your posts, reflect upon your experiences with the other students doing the SJPs. Make an entry each time you work on-site for your project, and interact with at least one other student each week. Your first Journal posts should answer the questions in #1–3. The later posts may focus around questions #4–7 and other issues that arise as your praxis progresses.

1. Share with the BBDB SJP thread some basic information about your particular PRAXIS. 

a. What social problem is its focus?

b. Why does that problem exist (i.e., what socio-economic, political, or other factors give rise to it)?

c. How many people are affected by it, and who are they (i.e., what is the demographic)?

d. What other data can you tell us about this problem?

e. How do you hope your PRAXIS will help to rectify this social problem?

2. Which of the corporal or spiritual works of mercy does your PRAXIS enact? How so?

3. How does your project connect with Matthew's Beatitudes and/or the behaviors commended in Matthew's Last Judgement scene? 

4. What changes are you seeing resulting from this PRAXIS—for you, for the group with whom you are working, for the city as a whole?

5. What affect is your SOCIAL-JUSTICE PRAXIS having upon your understanding of the New Testament?

6. What affect is your SOCIAL-JUSTICE PRAXIS having upon your understanding of Jesus? God? Yourself?

7. Would you classify your PRAXIS as "religious" behavior? Would Jesus agree with you?

	C. Interviews: As part of your orientation process, interview your supervisor and one or two other employees at your placement site.

1. Why did you choose this kind of work?

2. What kinds of affects do you see from your efforts?

3. What keeps you coming every day (rather than giving up and getting a different job)?

4. Do you think of your work as a “career,” or more as a "vocation" or "ministry"?

5. What else should I know as I begin this praxis?

	D. Research Essay

This paper has both a descriptive and prescriptive purpose: 

1. Introduce your discussion.

a. As concisely as possible, define your social-justice issue—what it involves, existentially speaking, and why you consider it a social-justice concern.

b. Introduce your thesis, i.e., what are the issues at stake and the concrete strategy you will propose to address these issues.

c. Provide a basic outline of how you will argue your case.

2. The Body of the Paper is where you lay out your argument, step-by-step, showing the audience why your thesis must be correct The following data and analyses should be included to support your thesis

a. Quantitative analysis. 

1. Summarize the current demographic research on this issue. It is helpful to use illustrations, charts, or other visual aids to convey the statistical data.

2. Looking at the specific individuals you served in your SJP placement, where do they fit in the context of this wider population? (Remember, at this point we are concerned simply with the statistics.)

b. Qualitative analysis.

1. Describe the social reality of the people behind these statistics. What is the concrete reality of the lives of this "oppressed" group? This may include vivid descriptions of the individuals with whom you worked, demonstrations, or pertinent audio-visual materials, including photographs of the site—Careful; not of the people unless you have a written release!

2. How do the daily realities of these people reflect your social-justice concern?

c. Discuss the NT texts you researched at Stage 3 and show how they shed light on this social-justice issue.

1. Based on your exegetical research, how would you characterize the NT response (or Jesus’ response) to this problem?

2. In your judgment, what does it say Christians ought to do when faced with this situation?

3. What is the theological grounding for this response; i.e., why should they do this?

d. Present a persuasive case for one concrete strategy that implements the theological position you just outlined. NB: In making your case, it is wise to convey your knowledge of the strategies that have been tried in the past, and how well or poorly they worked.

3. Conclude your discussion.

a. Summarize your findings, reviewing how you have shown your thesis to be the best interpretation of the data at hand, and why your proposed strategy is a viable and valuable response to this social-justice concern.

b. Reiterate the key theological points concerning how to understand this social-justice question, how Christians ought to address it, and why.

An "A" paper will follow a linear development, from the introduction through the body to the conclusion.  It will engage the audience in the concrete reality of the life/lives of the "recipient" group through its thorough and vivid description joined with photographs, illustrations, charts, demonstrations, or whatever other audio-visual materials are pertinent to the topic.  It will document current data on the subject population, review the most significant moral questions that are raised by the daily realities of this "oppressed" group, and summarize the exegetical findings from the selected NT texts. It will highlight the salient points of NT theology with respect to the social-justice issue under consideration.  Finally, it will present a persuasive case for one concrete strategy to remedy this social-justice concern.

	E. The Retrospective Analysis should include the following: 

1. To what extent was your SJP successful/unsuccessful in dealing with the social-justice issue you highlighted at the beginning of the semester? What would be some further avenues for addressing it?

2. How has/has not this project actually made Cleveland a more just place to live?

3. As you look back at your responses in Parts A–B above (esp. A.3–7 and B.3–8) and ponder all that you have learned in this course about Jesus' proclamation of God's Basileia and his enacting of the soteria that accompanies God's reign, now would you classify your project as "salvific" (i.e., behavior that brings soteria)? How so? How not?

4. Given Jesus' understanding of religion, to what extent could what you did be classified as "religious" behavior? How so?

5. How has this project changed your understanding of the New Testament? Of Christianity? Jesus? God? Yourself?

6. How has this project changed your understanding of education, especially in the Jesuit tradition?

7. What other reflections would you like to add?

	F. The Class Engagement part of your SJP will have two components, a PowerPoint or website mounted on the class Blackboard, and an in-class presentation/activity of 15–20 minutes. 

1. The Blackboard-based site or PPT essentially will be an "illustrated guide" to your Retrospective Analysis, although you probably will want to set the stage” for students to understand the material by sketching such points as those raised in the opening questions for your Journal. You might also include one or two questions for further reflection, and suggestions of what avenues other students might pursue if they are interested in remediating this social-justice problem. This site is for the class to review before they come to class the day of your presentation, so it is fair to give them an assignment to prepare them for that session.

2. The in-class activity should include a presentation focusing on the theological questions addressed in your Retrospective (no more than 10 minutes long), and some process that engages the class in grappling with the social-justice concern that was your focus. This might mean some sort of class activity (e.g., a “penny war,” letter-writing campaign, food collection), a simulation, or a lively class discussion. The more actively you involve the "audience" in your presentation, the better the grade.

	EVALUATION

All written components of the SJP will be evaluated based on content and form. Content includes concerns such as precision in language, accuracy of research data, clarity of expression, logical coherence, breadth and depth of evidence in support of the arguments, and reliability of sources. Form comprises such basic issues as grammar, inclusive language, spelling, syntax, typography, and use of correct CMS format for all citations and bibliographic entries.

· Follow this link to see the protocol that will be used for grading the assignment.

· Check these resources for writing your papers. Remember to proofread your work.

	Follow this link for an idea of what previous Social Justice Projects have looked like (although note that they do not follow the exact specifications for this assignment).


