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1. Overview of Exhibit

a. In the times of Jesus

i. Cana

ii. Last Supper

iii. Trial & Crucifixion

b. Second Temple

i. Temple Scroll

ii. Sectarians

iii. Synagogues & Jewish symbols

c. Late Section

i. Houses of Prayer

ii. Byzantine apse

iii. Light & incense

d. Pilgrimages

i. Souvenirs

ii. Madaba Map

2. Liturgy

a. Symbols on chancel screens & column capitals at exhibit entrance

b. Meals

c. Liturgical texts

d. Incense

e. Women?

3. The First-Century Jewish World

a. Varieties of “Judaisms”

b. E.g., Flavius Josephus’ “four philosophies”

i. Essenes

ii. Pharisees

iii. Sadducees

iv. Zealots

c. Samaritans

d. “The Way” of Jesus of Nazareth

e. The Qumran Community

i. Essenes

ii. Radical purists

iii. Monastic conventicle in the desert near the Dead Sea (about 15 mi. E of Jerusalem in contemporary Israel and Jordan)

iv. Awaited God's salvation through two messiahs:

v. A kingly (and warrior) messiah of David's line, and

vi. A priestly messiah descended from Aaron

vii. Forerunner will be the final “Teacher of Righteousness”

f. Pharisees

i. A lay movement to revive religious practice and study of the Torah, especially in rural areas, by organizing synagogues

ii. Believed in angels, the resurrection of the dead, and interpretation of the Torah in light of present circumstances

g. Sadducees

i. Priest supporters of Jerusalem Temple cult

ii. Believed in Torah alone; The Prophets and Writings were not recognized as divinely inspired

iii. Did not believe in angels or the resurrection of the dead

iv. Supported Roman control of Palestine

v. Caiaphas Ossuary

h. Zealots

i. Radicals who wanted to use force to oust the Romans and re-establish an independent, theocratic Jewish state in Palestine

ii. Denounced Roman taxation as slavery

iii. Yohanan—Crucified Victim

i. Samaritans

i. The Temple should not be on Mount Zion (v. Deut. 14) but on Mount Gerizim near modern Nablus (ancient Shechem)

ii. Their line of priests is the legitimate one (v. those in Jerusalem)

iii. Accepted only Torah as authoritative, but have a slightly different text of these books (“The Samaritan Pentateuch”); the Prophets and Writings not recognized as divinely inspired

4. Putting Jesus in His Place

a. Galilean Judaism

b. “Galilee of the Gentiles”

c. New city of Sepphoris

d. Effects of Romanization

5. Jesus’ “Way”

a. Jesus creates a fence around the Torah

b. E.g., antitheses of Matt 5:21–48

c. Stringent “social” ethic

d. Proclamation of imperial rule of the one, true God v. “divine Caesar”

e. “Divine Augustus”

6. Strands within Jesus’ “Way”

a. Strict observance:

i. Gentiles convert to Judaism

ii. Acknowledge one, true God

iii. Jesus is messiah of Israel

iv. Accept strict Torah-observance, including male circumcision, Temple observance, etc.

v. Based in Jerusalem & environs

vi. Jesus’ brother James may be an example

vii. The James Ossuary

b. Moderate observance:

i. Gentiles convert to Judaism

ii. Acknowledge one, true God

iii. Jesus is messiah of Israel

iv. Accept some Torah-observance, including moral laws and at least some kosher lawsViews on circumcision are unknown

v. Based in Palestine & Syria

vi. Jesus’ disciple Peter seems to be an example
c. Minimal observance:
i. Gentiles convert to Judaism

ii. Acknowledge one, true God

iii. Jesus is messiah of Israel

iv. Accept laws of Torah that were binding on resident aliens in the land of Israel, i.e., abstain from:

1. Idolatry

2. Porneia

3. Strangled animals

4. Blood

v. Circumcision of men not required

vi. Based in Asia Minor

vii. Paul of Tarsus seems to be an example (Acts 15:20)

d. No observance:

i. Gentiles convert to a Torah-free “Judaism”

ii. Acknowledge one, true God

iii. Jesus is messiah of Israel

iv. Laws of Torah no longer binding 

v. Jerusalem Temple has been superseded

vi. Teaching of Jesus replaces that of Moses

vii. Circumcision is rejected

viii. Based in Egypt, esp. Alexandria

ix. The “Hellenist” Stephen is an example (Acts 7)

7. NB: None of these groups thought of themselves as “Christians.”

a. They understood themselves to be Jews

b. They continued to worship with other Jews

c. They socialized with Jews

d. Many kept kosher & observed festivals

e. They studied the Jewish Scriptures, etc.

f. The key question for all these groups, including nascent Rabbinism, was “what is a true Jew”?

8. Developments ca. C.E. 100

a. Split between Jesus’ “Way” and nascent Rabbinic Judaism

i. Messianism

ii. Jesus’ teaching

iii. Incorporation of Gentiles into people of Israel

b. “Christianity” viewed by outsiders as distinct religion

c. Features of II C.E. Christianity acc. to Pliny the Younger (Ep. 10 to Trajan, ca. 112)

i. Meet on Sunday

ii. “Sing hymns to Christ as a God”

iii. Devote themselves to ethical living

iv. Include women leaders

d. Emperor Trajan’s Instructions

i. In reply to Pliny’s letter, Emperor Trajan (C.E. 98-117) gave guidelines for punishing Christians

ii. No search

iii. When denounced & found guilty, they must be punished

9. Rise of the “New Testament”

10. “Our God and Savior, Jesus Christ”

a. Exaltation of Jesus creates appearance of di-theism

b. Judaism cannot compromise strict monotheism/monolatry

c. Varying views among Jesus’ disciples, but all offer worship to Christ
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