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What Is a Covenant?

A A formal agreement between two parties
A Witnessed by both humans and Deities

A Proclaimed by public reading and
nedse-p o Sii=ty0: 0dflestr-eat y

A ESp., shrines of witnessing Deities

A Sealed by an oath and ritual sacrifice

ANt I am n ot f-a1.t h-f ul
what IS done to these animals be done to
me . O



Three Kinds of ANE Covenants

A Suzerainty (or VVassal) Treaty

A Agreement between two unegual parties, one
of higher status and one ofilower status

A Parity Treaty

A Agreement between two parties ofiequal
status

A Land Grant

A Agreement between two unegual parties, one
of higher status and one of/lower status



Suzerainty (or VVassal) Treaty.

A SIX parts:
A Preamble
A Historical prologue
A Stipulations
A Provisions for treaty deposit & public reading
A List of Divine witnesses to the treaty

A Blessings & curses (for fidelity or infidelity to
the treaty)



A Suzerainty Treaty.

An allilance between a great monarch and
a subject King

A The overlord Is lauded for past favors, buthas
no explicit duties under; the covenant

A The vassal pledges allegiance to the overlord

Pay taxes
Keep own borders secure
Provi de mi-l i-tary suppor:t

Make no alliances with other great lords



