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What is a Covenant?

ÂA formal agreement between two parties

ÂWitnessed by both humans and Deities

ÂProclaimed by public reading and 
ñdepositò of treaty in public place
ÂEsp., shrines of witnessing Deities

ÂSealed by an oath and ritual sacrifice
ÂñIf I am not faithful to this covenant, may 

what is done to these animals be done to 
me.ò



Three Kinds of ANE Covenants

ÂSuzerainty (or Vassal) Treaty
ÂAgreement between two unequal parties, one 

of higher status and one of lower status

ÂParity Treaty
ÂAgreement between two parties of equal 

status

Â Land Grant
ÂAgreement between two unequal parties, one 

of higher status and one of lower status



Suzerainty (or Vassal) Treaty

ÂSix parts:

ÂPreamble

ÂHistorical prologue

ÂStipulations

ÂProvisions for treaty deposit & public reading

ÂList of Divine witnesses to the treaty

ÂBlessings & curses (for fidelity or infidelity to 
the treaty)



A Suzerainty Treaty

An alliance between a great monarch and 
a subject king

ÂThe overlord is lauded for past favors, but has 
no explicit duties under the covenant

ÂThe vassal pledges allegiance to the overlord

ÂPay taxes

ÂKeep own borders secure

ÂProvide military support against overlordôs enemies

ÂMake no alliances with other great lords


