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King David
evidence
unearthed
in Israel

" By John Noble Wllford

: The New York Times
An Israeli archaeologist has dis-

mvered a ‘fragment of a stone -

> monmnent with msantlons bear-
ing the first known reference out-

' side the Bible to King David and the
ruling’ he founded, the
House of v1d :

Scholarsoﬁ,blbh , histo d:
5 th1s was strong corrohorating evi=Z:
- - dence for the existencé and influ-s
«"ence of the House of David in early:f
© “Jewish history and in the traditions:
of both Judaism and Christianity. In+
their excitement, they - used \gords:g
like “phe ¥ “stunnm and
“sensational” to emphasim e im-<
portance | of tbe'ﬁ:scovery in biblicali?
7 S m,‘

B The Brb monument, or stele,
- was found i:rthé:rmns of a wall at..
“Tel Dan, the site of an ancient. extyt
_in'northern Israel near the Syrlan
_‘border and at onle of the sotirces of . &
the ‘Jordan River. The discovery.:
‘was made this, summer by Dr.
_ Ayraham Biran, an archaeologist at
Hebrew Union College and the Jew- .
ish Institute g_f Rellglon in Jerusa-, pf

O

" with Baasha- andthehngﬂ“h--.

-

Biran said the stele was inscribed’
with 13 truncated lines of Aramaic’
text refemng to the “House of"
David.” From the st:-le of the script*

‘and its references to a “king of-
Israel” and a king of the House of-
David, the archaeologist surmised™
that *his probably was a victory ™
stele erected in the first quarter of
the ninth eentulyBC by the king of -
Damascus after he“smote Ijon, and .

Dan, and Abel-beth-maachah,” in-/
the words from. I Kings 15: 20 ’::

g
interpretation, :
of the inscription may be ld@n

“House of David”. with/Asa, a ¢
S?‘:}“";:itﬁ"sh"i“m e
of Ju S

ites after the’ death
the 10th century B

southern lungdom of Judah, “cen-.
tered at Jerusalem. As related in I,
Kings, when war broke out between i
the two kingdoms, Asa secured an
alliance with Ben-Hadad, king of
Aram at Damascus in Syna who,

. defeated the forces of; Baasha s,
7+ An an interview by telephone from -
-Jerusalem, Biran said,’ “There has
never before been found a refer- ;
ence to the House of Dawd other :
than in the Blble” :

‘.g LG

b ooy
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