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David R. Dreyer’s research and teaching interests focus on international relations (international conflict, rivalry, issue conflict, foreign policy, international organization and cooperation) and comparative politics. He defended his dissertation and earned his Ph.D. in the summer of 2008. Prior to beginning his graduate studies at MSU, David earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in political science at John Carroll University.

 His dissertation assesses how issue conflict affects levels of hostility among international rivals. An examination of original data demonstrates that issue conflict dimensionality and issue conflict diversity are key concepts that affect the likelihood of both direct militarized conflict and indirect forms of conflict among strategic rivals.

In the future, David plans to expand on his examination of rivalry and issue conflict in the international system. In one project, he plans to evaluate status quo and revisionist policy orientations from an issue conflict perspective and examine the interactive relationship between policy orientations and power distributions on the likelihood of international conflict. Another study will examine issue conflict resolution to determine whether revisionism tends to result in the successful alteration and resolution of issue disputes in states’ favor.

 David’s teaching experience includes introductory classes in political science, international relations and comparative politics. He is currently teaching an upper-level course on international organization and cooperation. David has also led discussion sections for introductory classes in political science and research methodology under Charles Ostrom. Besides these classes, he has teaching interests in international political conflict, international rivalry, foreign policy, the history of world politics, comparative political institutions, and American politics.

