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Immersion Experience:  Mexico
What is the Los Ninos program?
Los Ninos is a non-profit organization that conducts service projects designed to improve the quality of life of local residents through community participation and structural development. The program exposes U.S. citizens to communities working to improve living conditions in low-income areas of Tijuana, Mexico. Using knowledge gained from experience in development projects, the Los Ninos staff guides participants in thinking and learning about appropriate assistance in these communities. This short-term experience exposes participants to many aspects of the border region, then challenges them to transform what they have learned into action.
The program combines cultural events, speakers, videos, discussions and hands-on experiential learning/interaction between Mexican and U.S. citizens. 

Why does JCU participate in the Los Ninos program?
· To provide an international volunteer/immersion opportunity for JCU freshmen, sophomores, and juniors.

· To provide students exposure to another culture.
· To allow students to share their experience with the JCU community upon their return from Mexico.
· To provide the opportunity for personal, intellectual and spiritual growth through community activities and reflections.
Who can apply for the program?
The program is open to all students, but preference is given to freshmen, sophomores, and juniors because students are expected to share their experiences with the JCU community upon their return.  

What sort of service and activities will students engage in?
· Participants work with the Migrant Outreach Program at various Work Project sites. This is a very powerful opportunity to interact with local community members and learn more about migration and immigration.

· Past Work Project sites include various Mexican schools. Volunteers have built and painted stairs, patios and fences. 

· Groups also visit La Casa Del Migrante, a migrant shelter where students are able to see the human face of migration. 

· Groups visit an all girls orphanage where students are given the chance to facilitate games for, and have dinner with, the orphans.

· Participants have the chance to learn traditional Mexican Folkloric Dance at the Casa de la Cultura. In addition, volunteers have the opportunity to eat an authentic vegetarian Mexican dinner prepared by the Los Ninos Promotoras.
What are the trip dates?
May 19-28, 2004          We leave for Mexico on May 19, and return late on May 28.

Accommodations will be made for participants to stay on campus May 18nd so we can leave early on the 19th.
How much does the trip cost?
Team members participate in both individual and group fundraising to raise $1,000.00 which covers transportation, meals, housing, and program fees. Each participant pays out of pocket for immunizations, passport fees, insurance and other incidental costs. The total for this approx. $300.  The first $500 of the $1000.oo is due mid-February, and the remaining $500 is due at the end of March. 
What are the commitments to the program?
* Application process (completed application form and 2 recommendations must be returned by Monday, February 2).
* Participants are expected to actively plan and engage in fundraising efforts and at least two social “community-building” activities during the Spring ’04 semester.
* Participants enrolled in a course and planning to receive one academic ‘lab’ credit for this experience are required to fulfill all requirements as outlined by the instructor.  (Please see the attached Los Ninos course flyer for details.)
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This program is made available through the combined efforts of the Political Science Department, Religious Studies Department, 
History Department, Spanish Department and Campus Ministry Office.
Please contact Lauren Bowen at x4374 or Carrie Kondrat at x4777 for further information
