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Course Description
A map of the world that does not include

Utopia is not even worth glancing at...


--Oscar Wilde

Primarily, this course is a study of two types  of utopias—those derived from political theory, and those more properly classified as literary fiction.  The overall objective is to investigate the possibility of determining a “constructive utopia” for the 21st century, one which could reach those perennial goals of utopian thought—economic and social justice, human contentment and happiness, ecological balance, equality of condition, and the like.  Unrestrained by the so-called real world of politics, this course gives students the opportunity to free their imagination in the pursuit of a more perfect world.        
The Requirements


Examinations:   There will be two in-class essay examinations—one midterm examination and a comprehensive final.  

Written Assignments:    You will be required to write a research paper (10 pages minimum) on a topic related to your group project.  Research paper format will be discussed in class.   

Participation:  All students are required to participate in class discussions on a roughly equitable basis.  This participation will be grounded in a thorough reading and understanding of assigned material and class lectures.  

Group Projects:  The following conditions and requirements pertain to the cooperative learning component of the class:

1/  Students will be divided into groups of three to four students;  


2/  Membership of the groups will be determined by the professor based in part on student research interests;  

3/  Each group will be responsible for creating their own utopia, subject to instructor approval;

4/  During the last two weeks of the semester, each group will present an oral report to the class and lead a discussion on their utopia during one full class period;

5/  An outline of the oral presentation will be distributed to the class one class-meeting prior to the presentation date;

 
Additional instructions on group projects will be provided when necessary.   
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Tardiness and Absenteeism:  Each student has three gratis times they can be absent, and three gratis times they can be tardy to class.  For each time a student is absent or tardy thereafter, 1% will be deducted from the course grade.   If a student is absence during group presentations, 5% will be deducted from her/his course grade.

Academic Dishonesty:  Any form and/or degree of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  If it is determined that a student has engaged in such, she/he will be dismissed from the class and be given an F for the course.  Additional sanctions may be imposed by the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences.   
Grade Distribution
Midterm examination:  25%

Final examination:  30%




Group Project--Individual Research Paper and Presentation: 30%

Participation:  15%
Required Reading
Gregory Claeys & Lyman Tower Sargent.  The Utopia Reader.

Vincent Geoghegan.  Utopianism and Marxism.
Aldous Huxley.  Island.

____________.  Brave New World & Brave New World Revisited.

Edward Bellamy.  Looking Backward.

Ernest Callenbach.  Ecotopia.

* Material to be placed on blackboard.

Lecture Schedule and Reading Assignments
TOPIC I:  THE IMPORTANCE OF UTOPIAN THOUGHT

Geoghegan, Introduction.   


C&S, Chpts 1-4.


*Lewis Mumford. Two Kinds of Utopia. 
 

*Andrew Hacker.  The Platonic Utopia.




*Andrew Hacker.  The Communist Utopia.


TOPIC II: UTOPIAN EXPERIMENTS AND EARLY UTOPIAN SOCIALISM

Geoghegan. Chpts 1-5.

C&S.  Chpts  5,6.


Bellamy.  Looking Backward (in its entirety).
*Maren Lockwood.  The Experimental Utopia in America.

*Charles Nordhoff.  The Shakers.

*Peyton E. Richter.  Poetic Phalanx: Brook Farm.
*Kenneth Lamott.  Doing Their Thing at Morningstar.
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TOPIC III: DYSTOPIA AS IDEOLOGY 


Huxley.  Brave New World (in its entirety).


C&S. Chpt 7.
*Judith Shklar.  The Political Theory of Utopia:  From Melancholy to Nostalgia.

*Aldous Huxley.  Over-Organization and Dystopia.


*Joseph Wood Krutch.  Ignoble Utopias.


MIDTERM EXAMINATION (TBA)
TOPIC IV:  MARCUSE AND THE 20TH CENTURY MARXIST UTOPIANS

Geoghegan.  Chpts 6-9.


Huxley.  Brave New World Revisited (in its entirety).

*Ruth Levitas.  An American Dream:  Herbert Marcuse and the Transformation of


The Psyche.  


*Russell Jacoby.  The End of the End of the End of Ideology.


*Crane Brinton.  Utopia and Democracy.      
 *Barrington Moore, Jr.  The Society Nobody Wants: A Look Beyond Marxism  

Liberalism.

TOPIC V:  ECOLOGY AND UTOPIAN THOUGHT
 
Ernest Callenbach.  Ecotopia (in its entirety).
*Andrew Hacker.  In Defense of Utopia.
 
*Ruth Levitas.  Future Perfect: Retheorising Utopia.

*Aldo Leopold.  The Land Ethic.


*Paul W. Taylor.  The Ethics of Respect for Nature.

*Carolyn Merchant.  The Death of Nature.

*Murray Bookchin. The Shortcomings of Environmentalism
TOPIC VI:  UTOPIAN PROMISE FOR THE 21ST CENTURY 

 Huxley.  Island (in its entirety).

*Russell Jacoby.  Retail Sanity and Wholesale Madness.

*Arne Naess.  The Deep Ecological Movement: some Philosophical Aspects.

*Warwick Fox.  The Deep Ecology-Ecofeminism Debate and Its Parallels.

 
*Karen J. Warren.  The Power and Promise of Ecological Feminism 

*Murray Bookchin.  The Concept of Social Ecology.


*Kirkpatrick Sale.  The Bioregional Paradigm.

FINAL EXAMINATION REVIEW:   Wednesday, April 29.
FINAL EXAM:  Monday, May 4, 1-2:50.
