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Course Description


Is the world (as we know it) ending?  If it is, what can we do about it (if anything)?  Those are the two simple questions we'll explore in this course.  We'll look at how past societies have chosen to fail or succeed when confronted with dramatic environmental changes, we'll review the evidence on global climate change and assess the impact of policy changes to date, take a look past our border to the growth of what has been called a "planet of slums" in the Global South, and its relationship to issues of climate change, and debate how politics and politicians have used and abused science in their responses (or lack of responses) to challenges such as global climate change, and how we might find better ways to choose failure or success for own future. 

Requirements and Expectations
Essay Examination:  There is one in-class essay final examination, which is comprehensive in nature.  Students will be given review questions to prepare for this exam.

Papers:  You will be required to write four papers—three 3-5 page thought/research papers, and one 8-10 page research paper.  The 8-10 page paper is the individual research contribution to the group project.  The expectations for the papers in terms of style, format and substance will be discussed in class.   

Participation:   Student-led discussions will be undertaken by 2-3 students together, and must include a written 1 page outline of key discussion points.  It’s expected that you will meet in advance with one of the instructors about your presentation. 
  Your attendance and participation is vital to the class! Please inform us in advance of any unavoidable absences! We do not have a formal “cut” policy for this class, but we will not accept assignments papers late, or give make-ups for in-class writing, except in extraordinary circumstances. Note that a considerable portion of your grade is based on attendance, participation, written assignments, and punctuality! 
Group Projects:  The following conditions and requirements pertain to the cooperative learning component of the class:

1/ Students will be divided into groups of three to five students (number of students in the         


group is determined by class enrollment)   


2/ Membership of the groups will be determined by the professor based in part on student research interests and the student demographic.


3/ Each group will be responsible for researching and presenting a topic chosen by the instructor.  

4/ During the last two and a half weeks of the semester, each group will present an oral report to the class (roughly twenty minutes in length) and lead a discussion for the remaining time of the class period.

5/ An outline of the oral presentation will be distributed to the class one class-meeting prior to the scheduled presentation date.    

Additional instructions on group projects will be provided by the professors when appropriate.   
 
Classroom Decorum:  A proper learning environment is one in which all points of view, all questions asked, and all questions answered are treated with tolerance and respect.  The overall goal of classroom decorum is for all of us to treat each other with respect and dignity.  Any behavior that disrupts this learning environment is unacceptable, and will be sanctioned appropriately.


Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the misappropriation of others’ work. It is a serious offense at this or any university. Even if a writer changes a few words from the source’s original wording, if the source is not attributed, it is still plagiarism. We expect your work to be your own, and to fully and honestly represent the sources which you use. If we find that it is not, at the minimum you will fail that assignment, and, depending on circumstances, you might fail the course or be expelled from the university.  Please be aware that the university has adopted a policy that requires the reporting of all instances of academic dishonesty to the Dean’s office (see page 111 of the 2007-09 Undergraduate Bulletin). 
 Other Concerns: John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD coordinator, Allison West, at (216) 397-4967 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience.
Liberal Arts Core:  As the course introduces students to particular aspects of the analytical methods and sources of the disciplines of History and Political Science, Honors students taking this course may petition for an exemption from a University Core requirement in Division II (History) or Division III (Political Science).

Grade Breakdown:

Attendance, participation (including leading of discussions and informal writing)—25%

Short Papers (3)—30%


Research paper and group presentation—25%


Final Examination—20%

  


  

Required Reading

Mike Davis, Planet of Slums (Verso, 2007) ISBN-10: 1844671607 ISBN-13: 978-
1844671601


Jared Diamond, Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed (Penguin, 2006),  
ISBN-10: 0140279512 # ISBN-13: 978-0140279511

Paul Hawken, Blessed Unrest: How the Largest Movement in the World Came into 
Being and Why No One Saw It Coming  (Viking, 2007), ISBN-10: 0670038520 ISBN-
13: 978-0670038527 (paperback may not be available)


Chris Mooney, The Republican War on Science (Basic Books, 2006), ISBN-10: 
0465046762


James Gustave Speth,  Red Sky at Morning: America and the Crisis of the Global 
Environment, second edition (Yale Univ. Press, 2005)   ISBN-10: 0300107765  ISBN-
13: 978-0300107760

**Additional reading will be assigned at the discretion of the instructors.

SCHEDULE

M  1/14  Intro to class

W 1/16 General Discussion

Speth, Part One, Environmental Challenges Go Global, pp. 11-74
F  1/18 General Discussion

Speth, Part Two, And the World Responds, pp. 75-116.

M 1/21 MLK Day, No classes

W 1/23 General Discussion

Speth, Part Three, Facing Up to the Underlying Causes, pp. 117-148.
F 1/25 General Discussion

Speth, Part Four, Transition to Sustainability, and Afterword, pp. 149-230.

Two page response to Speth due
M 1/28 General Discussion

Diamond, Prologue and Part One, Modern Montana, pp.  1-76.

W 1/30 Video:  “Mysteries of Easter Island”

F 2/1 Student-Led Discussion:  Past Societies

Diamond, ch. 2-3, Easter , Pitcairn, and Henderson Islands, pp. 79-135.

M 2/4 Video: “Chaco Legacy” or “Mayan: History of the Mayas”

W 2/6 Student-Led Discussion:  Past Societies

Diamond, ch. 4-5, Anasazi and Maya, pp. 136-177.

F 2/8 Video: “Vikings: The Ultimate Outpost”

M 2/11 Student-Led Discussion:  Past Societies

Diamond, ch. 6, Viking Prelude, pp. 178-210
W 2/13 Student-Led Discussion:  Past Societies

Diamond, ch. 7-8, Greenland, pp. 211-276
F 2/15 General  Discussion:  Past Societies

 


Diamond, ch. 9, Successes, pp. 277-308.

M 2/18 Student-Led Discussion:  Modern Societies

Diamond, ch. 10-11, Rwanda, Dominican Republic, Haiti, pp. 309-357
W 2/20 Student-Led Discussion:  Modern Societies

Diamond, ch. 12-13, China and Australia, pp. 358-416
F 2/22  First paper (4-6 pages) Due. 




Diamond, ch.  14-16, pp. 417-525 should be read on your own for the paper!

Spring Break












M 3/3 Video: TBA

W 3/5 Student-Led Discussion: Planet of Slums

Davis, ch. 1-2, pp.  1-49
F 3/7 Student-Led Discussion: Planet of Slums

Davis, ch. 3-4, pp. 50-94
M 3/10 Student-Led Discussion: Planet of Slums

Davis, ch. 5-6, pp. 95-150
W 3/12 Student-Led Discussion: Planet of Slums

Davis, ch. 7-8 pp. 151-198
F 3/14  General Discussion: Planet of Slums

Two-page response to Davis due
M3/17  Student-Led Discussion:  Blessed Unrest







Hawken, ch. pp. 1-26.











W 3/19 (Wed is Friday) Student-Led Discussion:  Blessed Unrest




Hawken, pp. 27-68.

Easter Break
T 3/25 (Monday classes) Student-Led Discussion:  Blessed Unrest




Hawken, pp. 69-114.
W 3/26 Student-Led Discussion: Blessed Unrest







Hawken, pp. 117-165.
F 3/28 Group Project Preparation in Class

M 3/31 Second Paper (4-6 pages) Due








Hawken, pp. 169-190 should be read on your own for the paper!
W 4/2 Student-Led Discussion: Republican War on Science





Mooney, Part One.
F 4/4  Group Project Preparation in Class

M 4/7 Student-Led Discussion: Republican War on Science





Mooney, pp. 78-120.
W 4/9 Student-Led Discussion: Republican War on Science





Mooney, pp. 121-161.
F 4/11 Group Project Preparation in Class

M 4/14 Student-Led Discussion: Republican War on Science





Mooney, Part Three.
W 4/16 Third Paper (4-6 pages) Due







Mooney, Part Four should be read on your own for the paper!
F 4/18    FIRST GROUP PRESENTATION.
M 4/21  SECOND GROUP PRESENTATION

W 4/23  THIRD GROUP PRESENTATION

F 4/25  FOURTH GROUP PRESENTATION

M 4/28 FIFTH GROUP PRESENTATION
W 4/30 Last Day of Classes  











Final Exam Review










 
