
  UNITED STATES POLITICS
Political Science 101H


Fall 2008
Dr. Birch







   Office Hours:

Off B07: Ext. 4748                                                    

   
       MWF: 11-1 


                                                                                                                   Or by appt.
Course Description:




Whirl is king,




Having deposed Zeus.





____Aristophanes


From the vantage point of theory and practice, this course will undertake a critical analysis of concepts, topics, and controversies in American government, politics, law, and public policy.  While providing a foundational knowledge of American constitutionalism, democratic governance, institutional processes and political culture, the course is also designed to give students the opportunity to participate in a broad-based critical investigation of the American Experience.   

The Requirements:


The instructor retains the right to modify the syllabus for the purpose of maximizing educational goals and objectives pertaining to this course—PO 101H.     

Written Evaluators:  There will be three research/thought papers, and a final examination.   The requirements of these evaluative tools will be explained in detail by the instructor when and where appropriate.

Participation:  All students are required to participate in class discussions on a roughly equitable basis.  This participation will be grounded in a thorough reading and understanding of assigned material and class lectures.  
Tardiness and Absenteeism:  Students are expected to attend class and be punctual.  Each student has three gratis times they can be absent and three gratis times they can be tardy to class.  For each time a student is absent or tardy thereafter, 2% will be deducted from the final course grade.  The only exception to this policy is one that is negotiated between the instructor and student.

Classroom Decorum:  A proper learning environment is one in which all points of view, all questions asked, and all questions answered are treated with tolerance and respect.  Any behavior that disrupts this learning environment is unacceptable.  The professor will apply the appropriate sanction(s) when such behavior is evident.   
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Grade Breakdown:

 

Participation:  25%







 

Papers:  15% per paper=45%


Final Examination: 30%

Required Texts:

Pietro S. Nivola & David H. Rosenbloom.  Classic Readings in American Politics.
Greg Palast, The Best Democracy Money Can Buy.

John Rawls, Political Liberalism.

Paul Krugman, The Conscience of a Liberal.
*Readings placed on blackboard. 
LECTURE TOPICS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
Topic I: Political Thought and American Democracy
James Madison. N&R.   Federalist 10.

Alexis De Tocqueville. N&R.  Equality of Condition.

Louis Hartz. N&R.  The Concept of a Liberal Society.




Gordon S. Wood. N&R.  The American Science of Politics.


*John C. Livingston.  The Land of Equality.  
Topic II: Constitutional Principles



Edward S. Corwin (N&R).  The “Higher Law” Background of American 



Constitutional Law.



Alexander Hamilton (N&R).  Federalist 78.

Marybury v. Madison (1803), N&R.


Brown v. Board of Education (1954), N&R. 


Roe v. Wade (1973), N&R.



*Walter Berns. Judicial Review and the Rights and Laws of Nature.   

*Howard Zinn. Some Truths are not Self-Evident.

FIRST PAPER ASSIGNMENT

Topic III:  Democratic Pluralism and Elite Theory

Palast, all.


Rawls, Lecture I.

C. Wright Mills (N&R).  The Structure of Power in American Society.


Robert A. Dahl (N&R).  On the Species Homo Politicus.


Peter Bachrach & Morton S. Baratz (N&R).  Two Faces of Power.



*Michael Parenti.  The Stampede from Class.
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Topic IV:  Political/Structural Representation in Congress


Rawls, Lecture II, III.


James Madison (N&R).  Federalist 51.

*Hedrick Smith. Congress and Iron Triangles.
Topic VI: The Presidency

Alexander Hamilton (N&R).  Federalist 69.


Charles O. Jones (N&R).  Separating to Govern: The American Way


Doris Kearns (N&R).  Lyndon Johnson and the American Dream.

Richard E. Neustadt (N&R).  The Power to Persuade.

Aaron Wildavsky (N&R).  The Two Presidencies.


*Kevin Phillips.  Presidential Dynasties.

SECOND PAPER ASSIGNMENT

Topic VII: The Politics of Public Policy 


Rawls, Lecture V.


Edward C. Banfield (N&R).  Influence and the Public Interest.
John W. Kingdon (N&R).  Agenda Setting.
Charles E. Lindblom (N&R).  The Science of “Muddling Through.”
Martha Derthick (N&R).  The Enduring Features of American Federalism.
*Noam Chomsky.  The Bounds of Thinkable Thought.


*Stephen Kelman.  How Should we Evaluate the Policy-Making Process?



*Stephen Kelman.  Cost Benefit Analysis: An Ethical Critique.
Topic VIII: Parties, Interest Groups and the Electoral Process



Rawls, Lectures VI,VII.


Mancur Olson, Jr. (N&R).  Collective Action: The Logic.
Morris P. Fiorina (N&R).  The Decline of Collective Responsibility in American 


Politics.


Hugh Heclo (N&R).  Issue Networks and the Executive Establishment.


E.E. Schattschneider (N&R).  The Scope and Bias of the Pressure System.
V.O. Key (N&R).   Elections as Collective Decisions.

*Benjamin R. Barber.  Voting is not enough.
 
Topic IX: The Future of American Democracy

 
Krugman, all.


Rawls, Lecture VIII.


*John C. Livingston.  The Choice of Equality.



*Robert N. Bellah, etal.  Liberal Individualism and the Crisis of Citizenship.
*Martin Luther King, Jr.  Letter from Birmingham Jail.
THIRD PAPER ASSIGNMENT

FINAL EXAMINATION REVIEW 
