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Course Description


This course approaches the investigation of public policy from both an analytic and normative perspective.  Comparing the traditional cost/benefit method of policy analysis/evaluation with models that incorporate normative concerns of political theory, the course attempts to answer what appears to be a deceptively easy question—what is “good” public policy.  By investigating such policy areas as health care, education, the social safety net, civil liberties/national security, energy and the quality of the environment students will come to understand that a concern for an “efficient and effective” use of the public’s money, and the seeming inevitability of “opportunity costs,” is often a thinly disguised rationale for the pursuit of an ideological agenda.

Requirements and Responsibilities

The instructor retains the right to modify the syllabus for the purpose of maximizing educational goals and objectives pertaining to this course—PO 204.     

Essay Examinations:  There will be three in-class essay examinations—two midterms and a comprehensive final.   
Research Paper:  You will be required to write a research paper, 10-12 pages in length, on a specific policy issue chosen in consultation with the instructor.  The instructor will explain the stylistic/scholarly requirements of this paper to the class at the appropriate time.  The finished paper will be submitted electronically and filtered through the current university sponsored plagiarism software.
Participation:  This requirement is twofold.  First, students are expected to read the assigned material thoroughly, and be prepared to discuss this material in an informed manner.  Second, students will be divided into groups to debate the pros and cons of the substantive policy areas listed below.  
Tardiness and Absenteeism:  Each student has three times they can be absent, and three times they can be tardy to class without it affecting their course grade.  For each time a student is absent or tardy thereafter, 2% will be deducted from the final overall grade. The only exception to this policy is one that is negotiated between the instructor and the respective student.     
            Classroom Decorum:  A proper learning environment is one in which all points of view, all questions asked, and all questions answered are treated with tolerance and respect.  Any disruption of this environment will be sanctioned by the instructor.  
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Students with Disabilities: Students with documented disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations if needed.  Call ext 4967.


Plagiarism:  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Any evidence of such will result in an “F” for the course, and a recommendation for additional university sanctions.
Grade Distribution
Midterm examinations: 20% per exam

Final examination: 25%



Participation: 15%
 
Research paper:  20% 
Required Reading

Michael E. Kraft & Scott R. Furlong.  Public Policy: Politics, Analysis, 

and Alternatives (2nd ed).

The CQ Researcher.  Issues for Debate in American Public Policy: Selections 


from CQ Researcher (2009ed).

Eugene Bardach.  A Practical Guide for Policy Analysis: The Eightfold



Path to More Effective Problem Solving  (2nd ed).

*Reading assignments placed on blackboard.  

LECTURE/DISCUSSION SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

TOPIC I: AMERICAN DEMOCRACY AND THE POLITICS OF PUBLIC POLICY

Kraft &Furlong, Chpt 1.

*James Madison.  Federalist 10.


*John C. Livingston.  The Land of Equality. 

*John C. Livingston & Robert G. Thompson.  The Conflict of Democratic 



Theories.
TOPIC II: PUBLIC POLICY DEFINED

Kraft & Furlong, Chpt 3.

*John C. Livingston.  The Choice of Equality.

*John Kingdon. Agenda Setting.

*Charles Lindblom.  The Science of Muddling Through

*Peter Bachrach & Morton S. Baratz.  Two Faces of Power.
First Midterm Examination:  Time TBA
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TOPIC III: INSTITUTIONS AND POLITICS IN THE POLICY PROCESS

 Kraft & Furlong, Chpt 2.

*Martha Derthick.  The Enduring Features of American Federalism.


*Morton Grodzins.  The Federal System.


*Hedrick Smith.  Congress and Iron Triangles.
TOPIC III: POLICY PROCESS AND ANALYSIS: ARE OPPORTUNITY COSTS INEVITABLE?

Kraft & Furlong, Chpts 4, 5.

Eugene Bardach.  A Practical Guide for Policy Analysis (all)

*Noam Chomsky.  The Bounds of Thinkable Thought

*Stephen Kelman.  Why Public Ideas Matter.


*Hugh Heclo.  Issue Networks and the Executive Establishment.


TOPIC IV: POLICY EVALUATION:  NORMATIVE AND ANALYTIC

Kraft and Furlong, Chpt 6.
*Stephen Kelman.  How Should we Evaluate the Policy-Making Process?


*_____________.  Cost Benefit Analysis: An Ethical Critique.

Second Midterm Examination: Time TBA 
TOPIC V: SUBSTANTIVE POLICY AREAS
 
 Policy Category I: Environment and Energy


Kraft and Furlong, Chpt 11.
CQ Researcher, Chpts 7-9.
 



Policy Category II: Health Care


Kraft and Furlong, Chpt 8.


CQ Researcher, Chpts 3, 4.







Policy Category III:  Welfare and Social Security Policy

Kraft and Furlong, Chpt 9.



CQ Researcher, Chpts 5, 6, 12, 13. 
Policy Category IV: Education 


Kraft and Furlong, Chpt 10.


CQ Researcher, Chpts 1, 2.
Policy Category V: Civil Liberties, Civil Rights, and Justice  



Kraft & Furlong, Chpt 12.



CQ Researcher, Chpts 10, 11, 14.


Policy Category VI:  Guns or Butter



Kraft and Furlong, Chpt 7.



CQ Researcher, Chpts 13, 16.
FINAL EXAMINATION REVIEW 
