POLITICAL SCIENCE 310H
THE POLITICS OF RACE

SPRING 2009

Lauren Bowen 

Office: 133d Administration Building 
Phone: 397-4374 

e-mail: bowen@jcu.edu
Office Hours: M 2-3, W 5-6 and by appt

Course Objectives

The purpose of this course is to use the characteristic or classification of race to critique and analyze political and governmental systems. In so doing, we will examine race as a social, legal and political construct in the United States. Because of the historical legacy of slavery and legalized racism, particular attention is given to the African-American perspective. Since this course uses race as an analytic category by which to make sense of power, politics and government it fulfills the diversity requirement (D) of the university core curriculum. 

Course Materials

The following texts are required reading for this course:

Collins, Patricia Hill. BLACK SEXUAL POLITICS: AFRICAN-AMERICANS, GENDER AND THE NEW RACISM, New York: Routledge, 2005.

Harris-Lacewell, Melissa Victoria. BARBERSHOPS, BIBLES AND BET: EVERYDAY TALK AND BLACK POLITICAL THOUGHT, Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2006.
Morrison, Toni. BELOVED. New York: Alfred Knopf, 1987 (other editions are OK).

Novkov, Julie. RACIAL UNION: LAW, INTIMACY AND THE WHITE STATE IN ALABAMA. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2008.

Williams, Linda Faye. CONSTRAINTS OF RACE: LEGACIES OF WHITE SKIN PRIVILEGE IN AMERICA, State College, PA: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2004.
Wise, Tim. WHITE LIKE ME: REFLECTIONS ON RACE FROM A PRIVILEGED SON, New York: Soft Skull Press, 2008.
In addition to the five books, several articles are required reading as well. They are marked in the course schedule with an asterisk (*) and will be distributed in class. You are expected to complete all required readings to class meetings to enhance class discussions. 

Course Requirements

To facilitate critical thinking and analysis of our reading as well as our own assumptions about the role and relevance of race in politics, we will engage in several types of writing throughout the semester. The writing component of this course will have the following elements: 

1. Analytic Papers. Three short (6-8 typed, double-spaced pages) analytic papers will be required. Paper prompts will be provided to students at least one week before the paper is due. These essays should provide the student with the opportunity to synthesize and evaluate course materials within an analytic framework. Each essay is worth 15% of the course grade.  The are due on February 9th, March 16th and April 22nd. 
2.  Analytic Final Essay. In lieu of a final examination, you will be given a paper topic that asks you to evaluate and respond to material presented in the readings and class discussions in a comprehensive way. A question will be posed by me and your task will be to construct an argument that is supported with various course materials that demonstrates your understanding of the politics of race has been informed by the entirety of the course. Papers will be evaluated on the basis of the coherence and creativity of the argument as well as the skill with which course readings and discussions are integrated into the analysis. This essay should be 8-10 double-spaced typed pages and is due at the beginning of the final examination period (Wednesday, May 6th from 1:00-2:50 p.m). This final essay is worth 20% of the course grade. 

3.  Out of Class Experiences. Students are expected to avail themselves of out of class opportunities (campus lectures, presentations, films and activities) that will inform their understanding of the construction of race at least twice during the semester. In 2-3 double-spaced pages, the experience should be described and evaluated as it relates to course materials. Each reflection is worth 5% of the course grade.  Reflections on additional events can be submitted for extra credit with each additional one being worth 1% (with a maximum of 5 additional experiences/reflections contributing to the course grade). 
Oral Presentation. In addition to reflecting on the readings and discussions in writing, each student is expected to make one presentation to the class. Beginning the week of January 26th and most successive Mondays, two students will have the opportunity to organize class discussion. Presentations should not merely be a description of the readings for the week but instead should offer analysis of the reading that is informed by past reading and discussion. An argument should emerge from the presentation and at least three questions for consideration and discussion by the class should be included in the presentation. Students can work individually in which case presentations should be 10-15 minutes or as pairs in which case presentations should be 20-30 minutes. Presentation outlines and discussion questions should be submitted to me for review by 9:00 p.m. on the Sunday preceding the presentation. The presentation is worth 15% of the course grade and will be evaluated primarily on the basis of the content – the thoroughness of preparation, level of detail provided from the readings, and rigor and clarity of the argument presented – as well the ability of the questions to demonstrate meaningful discussion and the style and cogency of the presentation itself. 

Note that class participation (defined as being present, being alert and being willing to communicate and listen to our peers) constitutes the remaining 10% of the grade. As a class, we will determine the ground rules for participation and discussion but at a minimum, we would expect that a climate of respect should prevail while appreciating that one must be willing to engage conflict and contentious discussions for critical thinking and learning in the liberal education tradition to occur. While we have no formal attendance policy, active class participation is dependent upon your physical presence and you should remain aware of that. 

All work must be completed in order to receive a passing grade for this course. All written work is due at the BEGINNING of class on the due date and late work will be penalized 1/3 of a letter grade for each day (including weekends) it is late -- e.g. an A becomes an A- if one day late, etc. The following grading scale will be employed: 93-100 is an A, 90-92 is an A-, 88-89 is a B+, 83-87 is a B, 80-82 is a B-, etc. with anything below an average of 60 constituting a failing grade. Please note also that academic honesty is expected for each assignment. An incident of academic dishonesty will result in a failing grade for that particular assignment. 

John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to receive accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD coordinator, Brandi Rizzo, at (216) 397-4967 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help them know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience. 

Make a note of my office hours. I hope to see each of you in our offices at least once during the semester. Feel free to stop by to discuss the course, your ideas or anything at all. 

COURSE SCHEDULE
Part 1

Race as a Social Construct

Weeks 1-2
January 12-21
READ: Morrison, "Recitatif' (http://amb.cult.bg/american/5/morrison/recitatif.htm)
Tatum, excerpt from “Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria?” (*)

Collins, Introduction and Chapters 1-3
Weeks 3-4 
January 26-February 4

READ: Wise, entire 
Williams, Introduction and Chapter 1

(You are also expected to hear Tim Wise speak on the JCU campus the evening of February 3rd at 7:30 p.m.)

Essay 1 Due February 9th
Part 2

Race as a Legal Construct 

Weeks 5-6

February 9-18

READ: Novkov, Chapters 1-4
Roberts, excerpt from “Killing the Black Body” (*)

Weeks 7-8

February 25-March 11

READ: Novkov, Chapters  5-8

Williams, Chapter 2

Essay 2 Due March 16th
Part 3

Race as a Political Construct
Weeks 9-10
March 16-25
READ: Malcolm X (*) 

King, Letter from Birmingham Jail (*) 

Harris-Lacewell, Chapters 1-3
Williams, Chapter 3

Weeks 11-13
March 30-April 15

READ: Williams, Chapters 4-8
Harris-Lacewell, Chapters 4-7

Essay 3 Due April 22nd
Course Conclusion

Race and Gender as Intersecting Constructs

Weeks 15-16

April 27-May 6

READ: 

Morrison, entire

Collins, Chapters 4-9

Final Essay Due May 6th 
