PO 101

United States Politics

Fall 2007
TR 12:30-1:45
Lauren Bowen

133d Administration Building

X4374, bowen@jcu.edu
Office Hours: MTRF 11-12 and by appt
Class Goals and Objectives:

The primary goal of this course is to provide students with the knowledge and understanding of the United States government necessary to be an informed citizen. The course should also provide the tools and skills to translate knowledge and information into action…to have the potential to assume the rights and responsibilities of citizenship. To do this, we will define key concepts from the American experience as well as political science scholarship: power, politics, constitutional democracy, pluralism and justice. We will also reflect critically on the strengths and challenges presented by the structures, practices and policies of U.S. government. Finally, we will have the opportunity to imagine and evaluate alternatives. In so doing, we will debate the meaning of democracy (procedural and substantive dimensions), its relationship to justice (while trying to define justice) and the role of leadership in defining the parameters of these debates. 
For these reasons, this section of PO 101 is part of a learning community devoted to Leadership and Social Justice. This offering of U.S. Politics, then, is linked to Professor Finucane’s CO 100 (Public Speaking) course. Accordingly, students will have the opportunity to use materials from this course to prepare speeches for that course. Conversely, material from CO 100 should inform our understanding of leadership and how and why political messages are communicated, understood and accepted. PO 101 fulfills one of the two courses in Division III of the University Core Curriculum in the Liberal Arts.
Required Readings:  

· William E. Hudson, American Democracy in Peril: Eight Challenges to America’s Future, 5th edition, Washington: Congressional Quarterly Press, 2006.
· The New York Times

· We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution, Teacher’s Edition

· Additional articles to be distributed in class

It is expected that all reading will be completed prior to class meetings.
Student Responsibilities/Evaluation:

The primary responsibility of all students is to be actively involved in the course and in one’s own learning. I expect you to be present and participatory. I hope that you will be open to new ideas, willing to reexamine familiar ideas and committed to rigorous defense of the conclusions you are willing to draw. To do that, you need to be informed. This means completing all assigned readings and listening to your peers and instructors as appropriate. Class participation, defined as being present, being alert and being actively engaged (through both speaking and listening) in the class, constitutes 10% of the course grade. Quality as well as quantity of participation will be considered when assessing the participation grade. Students should also note that while there is no formal attendance policy for this course, participation does presuppose regular attendance. 
Active participation in the class will further be facilitated by critical writing. You will have the opportunity to reflect on course readings and their implications in two relatively brief (4-5 double spaced and typed pages) analytic essays. These essays will ask you to articulate a thesis, construct an argument to demonstrate the thesis and utilize course materials to support and substantiate the argument. The first essay will be due on Tuesday, September 25th. The second essay will be due Thursday, November 15th. Each essay will be worth 10% of the course grade. 
A midterm and final examination will be given as well. The midterm is scheduled for Thursday, October 11th and will be a combination of short answer and essay questions. It is worth 15% of the course grade. An in-class cumulative final examination will be given during the regularly scheduled exam period (Thursday, December 13th from 1:00-2:50 pm). It will be the same format as the midterm although a bit longer. It is worth 20% of the course grade.

You are being asked to keep a “notebook” of New York Times articles too. This means finding articles that illustrate the concepts and ideas presented in the readings from the Times and writing a few sentences articulating how this news story informs your understanding of the course and vice-versa. You should find an article each week pertinent to that week’s course topic in that week’s NYT (e.g. constitutional interpretation, campaign finance, legislative process). You may occasionally be asked to share an article with the class informally…what it’s about, why you selected it and how it informs your understanding of course materials. This notebook will be checked at the time of the midterm and will be evaluated formally at the end of the semester. It is worth 15% of the grade.
Finally, because this learning community focuses on leadership and social justice, having the opportunity to engage in social action that informs and is informed by course content is a key part of this course. In this course we are examining the exercise of power, the role of citizens in a democracy and the relationship between government and the governed. All these discussions should inform our understanding of how and why social change does (and does not occur). Because knowledge about one’s political system tends to help determine how empowered people feel about getting involved in issues, you will have the opportunity to deepen your learning by sharing your insights with elementary school students (and thus increasing their efficacy as well). Service learning is about integrating course concepts with social issues through engaged learning. You will see the course concepts, both public speaking and US politics, come alive as we engage in community based learning. You will also learn more about yourself as you provide a valuable service to children in our local community.

In this case, you will participate in a program teaching 5th grade students at one of three nearby elementary schools about the U.S. Constitution. You will attend 10 sessions of approximately one hour each (plus travel time). Transportation is provided by JCU. Over the course of the semester, Dr. Finucane and I will provide questions that will guide your weekly journal entries that document your experience and help you reflect on your learning (generally your reflection will be 2-3 paragraphs). There will be one final integrating essay (2-3 pages) due at the end of the semester. 

Often people say we learn by experience. The reality is we learn by thinking about the experience. Over the course of the semester, you will engage in four steps: reading, reflecting, interacting, and reflecting. Reading refers to preparing yourself for the experience. The course content, public speaking and US politics will help prepare you to work with the 5th grade students. The second step, reflecting, refers to the classroom activity where we discuss the concepts, express opinions, discuss differences, and process the course material. The interacting is your time spent at Caledonia, Chambers or Oxford Elementary School. The final reflection stage is where you integrate the course material, your experience to reflect on your learning. Please register with the Center for Community Service as soon as possible. The service learning component of the course is worth 20% of the course grade. 
All work must be completed in order to receive a passing grade for this course. All written work is due at the BEGINNING of class on the due date and late work will be penalized 1/3 of a letter grade for each day (including weekends) it is late ‑‑ e.g. an A becomes an A‑ if one day late, etc. The following grading scale will be employed: 93-100 is an A, 90-92 is an A-, 88-89 is a B+, 83-87 is a B, 80-82 is a B-, etc. with anything below an average of 60 constituting a failing grade. Please note also that academic honesty is expected for each assignment. An incident of academic dishonesty will result in a failing grade for that particular assignment.

John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities. Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the office of Services for Students with Disabilities at (216) 397-4967 if you have any questions or to set up an appointment to meet with the coordinator, Allison West. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register with Student Disability Services at your earliest convenience. 
Make a note of my office hours. I hope to see each of you in my office at least once during the semester. Feel free to stop by to discuss the course, your ideas or anything at all.

Course Schedule
Note:  This schedule is approximate and subject to change.

Part I. The American Political Tradition

Weeks 1-2
August 28-September 6
Course Introduction

U.S. Political Culture

Read:  Hudson, Introduction
Note: Class meets from 11-11:50 on Thursday, September 6th 
Weeks 3-4
September 11-20
The Liberal Tradition

Defining Democracy

Social Justice

Read: Ehrenreich, to be distributed in class
           Hudson, Chapters 3, 7

Essay 1 Due September 25th 

Part II. Constitutional Democracy: The U.S. Framework

Weeks 5-7
September 25-October 11
The U.S. Constitution

Federalism 

Separation of Powers

Read: The U.S. Constitution (to be distributed in class)

Hudson,  Chapter 1
           Thurgood Marshall, “The Bicentennial Speech” (to be distributed in class)



http://www.thurgoodmarshall.com/speeches/constitutional_speech.htm
Midterm Examination October 11th
Part III: Citizenship and Participation in the U.S. Political System

Week 8-10
October 16-November 1
Citizenship
Participation

Elections

Interest Groups

Read: Hudson, Chapters 4-6
Part IV. The Institutions of the Federal Government

Weeks 11-14
November 6-29
The Legislature

The Presidency

The Bureaucracy

The Federal Judiciary

Read: Hudson, Chapters 2, 8
Additional readings to be distributed in class 
Essay 2 Due November 15thst 

Week 15
December 
Group Presentations in CO 100 (preparation and delivery)
Final Examination Thursday, December 13th from 1:00-2:50 p.m.
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