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COURSE OBJECTIVES
The purpose of this course is to introduce you to the relevance of sex and gender in the American political system. Acknowledging the difference between sex (a biological factor) and gender (a cultural factor), we will explore how and why government and society have distinguished men and women as well as the masculine and the feminine. In this vein, we will examine the normative debate over whether such distinctions are discriminatory and whether the masculine is preferred over the feminine in the governmental and public spheres. We will also address the extent to which societal and governmental changes are needed -- what changes are desirable and what strategies should be implemented in obtaining them. Because this courses examines the meaning of gender and the status of women in U.S. politics, it fulfills the diversity requirement (D) of the University Core Curriculum in the Liberal Arts.
COURSE MATERIALS
Four books are required for purchase. They are available at the campus bookstore. The books are:

Edin, Kathryn and Maria Kefalas. Promises I Can Keep: Why Poor Women Put

Motherhood Before Marriage.2005. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Gilman, Charlotte Perkins. Herland.1979. New York: Pantheon Books.

Silverstein, Helena. Girls on the Stand: How Courts Fail Pregnant Minors. 2007. New

York: New York University Press.

Williams, Rhonda. The Politics of Public Housing: Black Women’s Struggles Against
Urban Inequality.2004. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

In addition, several articles will be distributed. They are marked in the course schedule with an (*) and are required reading as well. You are expected to complete all required readings to class meetings to enhance class discussions.

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES/EVALUATION

To facilitate critical thinking and analysis of our reading as well as our own assumptions about gender, power, our definitions of "the political" and the role of government, we will engage in several types of writing throughout the semester. I expect that writing will help us to digest information and to make sense of it. Secondly, I expect that writing will allow critical evaluation of that which we have read and discussed. And thirdly, I would hope that writing would stimulate our own ideas/theories/ analyses of issues that arise during the semester. The writing component of this course, then, will have the following four components:
1. Informal Writing. As I deem appropriate (approximately once a week), we will use class time to write informally. Brief writing assignments during class can assist us in digesting information provided in the readings, organizing our discussions, identifying the strengths and weaknesses of readings and processing what is working and not working with regards to class. I will occasionally collect these impromptu writing assignments and will comment upon them without assigning formal grades. They will be evaluated over the course of the semester in terms of their regularity (whether or not you are in class to participate), their seriousness of intent and the extent to which they demonstrate that you have read carefully and thoughtfully. The informal writing component is worth 10% of the course grade.
2. Analytic Essays. The fundamental question with which we will grapple this semester is the extent to which and the ways in which government and law promote and perpetuate a particular construction of gender. You will have the opportunity to reflect upon that challenge on three separate occasions. Your responses should be informed by material presented in the readings and class discussions. Essays should be 4-6 typed, double-spaced pages and are each worth 15% of the course grade. Tentative due dates for these essays are: February 21st, March 18th and April 17th.  

3. Semester Project. 25% of the course grade will be determined by a project that we define together that allows you to connect course readings and discussions to phenomena outside the classroom. This project can be fulfilled in one of two ways. You will have the opportunity to share your project with the class in a 10-15 minute presentation at the end of the semester. The project options are:

a. Service Learning. Working with the Center for Community Service, an appropriate placement with an agency devoted to improving the lives of women can be made. While the number of hours of service will vary depending on the agency and project, I expect a minimum of 12-15 hours of service to take place. If you select this option, you will need to register with the Center for Service and Social Action between January 20th and January 24th. A journal with weekly entries needs to be kept detailing the specifics of the service as well as your reflections on all aspects of the experience. A 2-3 paragraph summary of the project and the implications for the course is due by April 21st . This summary MUST be submitted electronically. (These summaries will be distributed to all class members and will be required reading.)  An  8-10 page analysis that critiques some aspect of the course in light of the service and critiques the service in light of the course is due during the final examination period ().A tentative placement and project should be in place by 
b. Campus Activism. Individually or in groups, you can identify some aspect of the campus culture that you would like to change (as long as it relates to the course theme) and develop a strategy or plan to effect that change. To develop the strategy, you will need to interview relevant constituencies on campus and gather information about the current practices and their rationale. You might also explore the norms on other campuses as a point of comparison. I will help you identify appropriate people with whom to speak. You need not implement the plan to complete the assignment although you are encouraged to do so. In addition to the plan itself (including interview notes), you will need to submit an 8-10 page reflective essay connecting your experience to the course theme and readings. A 2-3 paragraph summary of the project and the implications for the course is due by April 21st. This summary MUST be submitted electronically. (These summaries will be distributed to all class members and will be required reading.)

The journal/plan is worth 10% of the course grade while the analytic essay accompanying the journal/plan is also worth 10% of the course. The oral presentation is worth 5% of the grade. 
4. Out of Class Experiences. You are expected to avail yourselves of at least three out of class opportunities related to the politics of gender during the semester. Reflections on each of these experiences should be 1-2 typed, double-spaced pages and should summarize the experience and place it in the context of the course. Reflections should be submitted within one week of the event and will not be accepted after May 1st.  Papers will be evaluated with regard to the extent to which course materials informed the reflections of the experience as well as organization, grammar, etc. Each out of class experience is worth 5% of the course grade.
Note that class participation (defined as being present, being alert and being willing to communicate to our peers) constitutes the remaining 10% of the grade. While I have no formal attendance policy, active class participation is dependent upon your physical presence and you should remain aware of that.

Since there will be no final examination, we will meet as a class during that time period. We will continue with the presentation of the semester long projects during this session. Your attendance is mandatory.

All work must be completed in order to receive a passing grade for this course. All written work is due at the BEGINNING of class on the due date and late work will be penalized 1/3 of a letter grade for each day (including weekends) it is late ‑‑ e.g. an A becomes an A‑ if one day late, etc. The following grading scale will be employed: 93-100 is an A, 90-92 is an A-, 88-89 is a B+, 83-87 is a B, 80-82 is a B-, etc. with anything below an average of 60 constituting a failing grade. Please note also that academic honesty is expected for each assignment. An incident of academic dishonesty will result in a failing grade for that particular assignment.

John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities. Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the office of Services for Students with Disabilities at (216) 397-4967 if you have any questions or to set up an appointment to meet with the coordinator, Allison West. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register with Student Disability Services at your earliest convenience. 
Make a note of my office hours. I hope to see each of you in my office at least once during the semester. Feel free to stop by to discuss the course, your ideas or anything at all.

COURSE SCHEDULE
Societal Distinctions on the Basis of Sex and Gender

January 15-29 
READ:
1. Gilman, entire

2. Bordo, Susan “In the Empire of Images: Preface to the Tenth Anniversary Editions” and “Reading the Slender Body” from Unbearable Weight: Feminism, Western Culture and the Body. 2003. Berkeley: University of California Press. (*)
Government Constructions of Gender
January 31-February 21 

READ: 

1. Sillverstein, entire

3. excerpts from Bevacqua, Maria. Rape on the Public Agenda: Feminism and the Politics of Sexual Assault. 2000. Boston: Northeastern University Press. (*)
Essay 1 Due February 21st 
Spring Break February 26-28

Public Policy and Grassroots Activism

March 4-18

READ:
1.Williams, entire
2. various feminist manifestos (*)

3. other readings TBA
Essay 2 Due March18th
Public Policy and Daily Life

March 27-April 17

READ:
1. Edin and Kefalas, entire
2. Smith, Anna Marie. “Feminist Visions,” in Welfare Reform and Sexual Regulation. 2007. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Essay 3 Due April 17th
Can/Should the Relationship between Government and Gender be Re-Constructed?

Presentations of Semester Projects
April 22-May 1
READ:
1. Summaries of Semester Projects
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