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COURSE OBJECTIVES


The ideal of equality is commonly agreed upon in contemporary American life. Yet how we define it and how we attain it are subject to rigorous debate. The value of equality as a goal, then, sets the parameters for debate in this course. Because the “American dream” suggests that all of us have or should have equal opportunity, we will focus on economic equality using the policy issues of education, health care and housing as our case studies. Our objective is to seek understanding of the various meanings of equality and the implications of those meanings. We will examine such definitions in the context of political, social and economic realities in the United States over time. In other words, we will use the concept of equality to illuminate the role of governmental, societal and economic institutions in defining the human condition. Because this course confronts issues of difference and the exercise of power to define and exploit difference, this course fulfills the diversity (D) requirement for the Liberal Arts Core Curriculum. 
COURSE MATERIALS
Four books are required for purchase and are available at the campus bookstore. They are:

Correspondents of The New York Times. Class Matters. New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2005.
Barbara Ehrenreich. Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America. New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2001.
Jonathan Kozol. The Shame of the Nation: The Restoration of Apartheid in Schooling in America. New York: Crown Publishers, 2005.

Charles Lamb. Housing Segregation in Suburban America since 1960: Presidential and Judicial Politics. Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press, 2005.
You are also expected to read the New York Times or another major daily paper each day. Subscriptions are available in the campus bookstore or you are welcome to read it on line. A couple of articles are required reading as well. They will be distributed in class. You are expected to complete all required readings to class meetings to enhance class discussions.

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES/EVALUATION

To facilitate critical thinking and analysis of our reading as well as our own assumptions about race, class, power, our definitions of "the political" and the role of government, we will engage in several types of writing and speaking throughout the semester. The goal of such communication is threefold. I expect that writing and discussing will help us to digest information and to make sense of it. Secondly, I expect that these exercises will allow critical evaluation of that which we have read and discussed. And thirdly, I would hope that these assignments would stimulate our own ideas/theories/analyses of issues that arise during the semester. Incorporating ourselves into the writing, then, and bringing that back to class will then give us more to digest and analyze and thus will provide a better foundation on which to generate our own conclusions about the politics of equality. The writing component of this course, then, will have the following components:

1.  Reflective Essays. Three essays will be required for the course. Each will ask you to respond to a prompt I provide. Your responses should be informed by material presented in the readings and/or class discussions. You will have the opportunity to revise the first two essays. After the first draft of the first essay, you will have a conference with me to discuss possible revisions. After the first draft of the second essay, you will have a conference with several of your peers and me to discuss possible revisions. Questions will be provided one week before the essay is due. Each essay is worth 15% of the course grade of the course grade and should be 4-6 typed, double-spaced pages. Tentative due dates for the essays are as follows: 
First Draft of Essay 1 – Monday, February 19th
Second Draft of Essay 1 – Friday, March 2nd  
First Draft of Essay 2 – Monday, March 26th 
Second Draft of Essay 2 – Wednesday, April 4th 
Third Essay Due – Monday, May 7th 
2. Service Learning Semester Project. 25% of the course grade will be determined by a project that we define together that allows you to connect course readings and discussions to phenomena outside the classroom. Because we will spend the first half of the semester analyzing (in)equality within the context of education and both its symbolic and practical significance, you are strongly encouraged to provide some service to an urban school. If this is impossible, an alternative form of service learning that is mutually agreeable to you and me can be defined. The Center for Community Service will coordinate the placements, transportation to the site, etc. in consultation with you. You are expected to spend ten weeks of the semester (beginning the week of January 29th and ending the week of April 16th) providing 1-2 hours of service and then reflecting on it in a written journal. The journal should detail the specifics of the service as well as your reflections on and analysis of all aspects of the experience. An entry needs to be written each week service takes place. A 4-6 page analysis that critiques some aspect of the course in light of the service and critiques the service in light of the course is due Monday, April 23rd along with the service learning journal.  You will also have the opportunity to share your project with the class in a 10 minute presentation at the end of the semester. The documentation and reflection about your project is worth 10% of the course grade. The analytic essay connecting the project to the course is worth 10% of the course grade and the presentation to the class is worth 5% of the course grade. 
3. Journal of New York Times Articles.  You are being asked to keep a “notebook” of New York Times articles. This means finding articles that illustrate the concepts and ideas presented in the course readings from the Times and writing a short paragraph articulating how this news story informs your understanding of the course and vice-versa. You should find an article every week or so (ten by the end of the semester) that illustrates the relevance of our class discussions for contemporary life. The notebook should include a copy of the article accompanying your discussion of it. We will occasionally use the articles to organize class discussions. The article notebook is worth 10% of the course grade. It is due on Wednesday, May 2nd. 
5. Out of Class Experiences.  You will be expected to attend two outside lectures, films or events during the semester that have some relevance to the course.  Within one week of the lecture or event, you are expected to submit a 1-2 page “report” on your experience. About one-half of the paper should entail a summary of the lecture/event, presenting the most important points or arguments you heard.  The second half of the paper should be your analysis and evaluation of lecture or event.  What were the strengths or weaknesses of the substance which the lecturer/event presented?  In what ways and why (explain) do you agree or disagree with the substance of what was presented?  The first report is due by March 2nd.  The second is due by May 2nd.  Each reflection is worth 5% of the course grade.

Note that class participation (defined as being present, being alert and being willing to communicate to our peers) constitutes the remaining 10% of the course grade. The ability to listen as well as the ability to contribute constructively to class discussion will be considered when assessing the participation grade. While we have no formal attendance policy, active class participation is dependent upon your physical presence and you should remain aware of that.

I use a straight grading scale (93-100 is an A, 90-92 is an A-, 88-89 is B+, 83-87 is a B, 80-82 is a B- etc.) 

Services for Students with Disabilities. Students with documented disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations if needed. If you believe you need accommodations, please see Allison West, JCU's Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities (ext.4967) as soon as possible. Accommodations will not be granted retroactively.

Academic Honesty--Within the academic community it is expected that a high level of honesty will be maintained.  Any violation of this standard is inexcusable and will not be tolerated.  Any apprehended instance of cheating or plagiarism on written assignments or tests will result in at least an “F” for that piece of work.  For possible disciplinary action consult the “Student Code of Conduct” in the Student Handbook. 
Make a note of my office hours. I hope to see each of you in my office at least once during the semester. Feel free to stop by to discuss the course, your ideas or anything at all. Finally, I reserve the right to substitute course readings should I deem it appropriate.

COURSE SCHEDULE
Week 1  January 17-19
Distribution of Syllabus and Course Overview

Orientation to Service Learning and Registration for Service Learning Experience

Week 2 January 22-26

Defining Class

READ:

1. McIntosh, Peggy. "White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack," Peace and Freedom,

   July/August 1989, to be distributed in class 

2. Class Matters, pp. ix-26, 51-62, 146-165, 182-191. 

Week 3 January 29-February 2

The Politics of Education
READ:

1. Kozol, pp. 1-108
2.  Class Matters, pp.63-72.

Week 4 February 5-9

Education in Terms of Race and Class
READ:

1. Kozol, pp. 109-214
2. Class Matters, pp. 87-110
Weeks 5-6 February 12-23
The Prospect of Educational Reform

READ: 

1. Kozol, pp. 215-317
First Draft of Essay 1 Due February 19
Week 7 February 26-March 2

The Relevance of Class

READ: 

1. TBA
Final Draft of Essay 1 Due March 2
SPRING BREAK MARCH 5-9
Week 8 March 12-16

The Politics of Housing during the Civil Rights Movement
READ:

1. Lamb, pp. 1-107
Week 9 March 19-23
Housing and Presidential Politics
Housing, Race and Class
READ:

1. Lamb, pp. 108-203

2. Class Matters, pp. 202-233

Week 10 March 26-30
The Courts, Housing and Social Policy

READ:

1. Lamb, pp. 204-266

Week 11 April 2-4

The Impact of Social Policy: The Lives of Low Wage Workers
READ:

1.  Ehrenreich, pp.1-50
2.  Class Matters, pp.111-133

Week 12 April 9-13

Low Wage Work and Health Care
READ: 

1. Ehrenreich, pp.51-120.
2.  Class Matters, pp.27-50.

Week 13 April 16-20

Summing Up: Can/Should Government Ameliorate Inequality?
READ:

1. Ehrenreich, pp.121-226.
2. Class Matters, pp. 134-145

Weeks 14-16 April 23-May 7
Presentations of Semester Projects 

Semester Project Analyses, Journals due April 23
5

