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COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course will satisfy a Social Sciences R core requirement
The purpose of this course is to offer an overview of US policy in the Middle East. This course will give the students an understanding of the international issues and conflicts of the Middle East through the interplay of factors such as the Cold War, state formation, Arab-Israeli conflict, Iranian revolution, and globalization.  All this will be studied within the context of US foreign policy towards these issues.  The course will start by introducing the Middle East, its history and its people and then present an overview of some theories of international relations and foreign policy decision making.  The course will study US policy towards the Arab-Israeli conflict and towards the Persian Gulf.  Students should leave this course with a deeper understanding and comprehension of the Middle East and of the nature of the system which produced the political relations which exist in the Middle East today.  

REQUIRED BOOKS

The following books are required for purchase and are available at the University bookstore.

1. Louise Fawcett.  International Relations of the Middle East.  Oxford University Press: New York, 2005.  ISBN:  10:0199269637.

2. Rashid Khalidi.  Resurrecting Empire.   Beacon Press: Boston, 2004.  ISBN: 0807002356.

3. Melani McAlister.  Epic Encounters.  University of California Press: Berkeley, 2005.   ISBN: 0520244990. 

4. Stephen Kinzer.  All the Shah’s Men.  John Wiley and Sons: New Jersey.  2008.  ISBN:  9780470185490.
5. Kylie Baxter and Shahram Akbarzadeh.  U.S. Foreign Policy in the Middle East.  2008.  Routledge: New York.  ISBN 139780415410496.

6. Robert J. Pauly, Jr.  U.S. Foreign Policy and the Persian Gulf.  2005.  Ashgate Publishing Company: Burlington VT.  ISBN: 0754635333.
In addition to these books there will be other recommended readings which will be assigned in class.  Most these readings will be available on external links or on the library journal collection.  You are also expected to stay up to date on the current situation in the Middle East by reading newspapers such as The New York Times and other news sources such as The BBC at http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/.  In addition, I would like you to read Middle Eastern newspapers which can be accessed on the net such as The Daily Star at http://www.dailystar.com.lb/, Haa’retz at http://www.haaretz.com/, and Aljazeera at http://english.aljazeera.net/HomePage. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1. You will be required to write one 8-10 page RESEARCH PAPER on a topic that I have to approve. Details are available separately.  It will comprise 30% of your final grade.    

2. You will be required to do a MEMORANDUM PRESENTATION and PAPER on another topic. This presentation will be a memorandum which will include both a written and an oral part.  Details will be available separately.  This will constitute 20% of your final grade.  
3.  In the first week of the semester, each of you will be assigned the role of a foreign minister of one country in the Middle East.  You will be responsible for keeping up with breaking events in that country.  We will start every class with a Middle East Politics briefing when you are expected to report on recent events and tie that to the reading.  You are supposed to keep all the news clippings for your country.  At the end of the semester, you will present 4-6 page paper about your reflections on how these events have been portrayed in the media.  More information about this will be discussed in class.  This paper along with your briefings in class will count for 20% of your grade. 

4. There will be an all inclusive take-home FINAL EXAM. This will comprise 20% of your final grade.  
5. PARTICIPATION and ATTENDANCE are required. Keeping up with the readings and current events is absolutely imperative for achieving a good performance in this course.  You will be periodically called upon to present some article of news that pertains to our topic.  You may also be assigned to be a discussion leader at some point.   While we may go over the readings, you are responsible for ALL the readings whether we cover them in class or not.  
Active class participation will comprise an important component of your         evaluation.  Regular attendance, sharing news articles and participation in class discussions are expected of every student.  Participation will be 10% of your final grade.  Note that you will not automatically get this 10%.  If you miss more than three classes you will lose points, additionally, if I discern that you are not doing the readings, you will also lose points. In short, you have to earn the 10%.  
GRADING

Paper








30%

Oral memorandum presentation plus written component

20%

News articles folder and reflective paper 



20%

Final exam







20%

Participation:







10%

The following is the grading scale used

93-100 = A

89-88= B+

79-78=C+

69-67=D+   

92-90
 =A-           
87-83= B

77-73=C

66-63=D



82-80
= B-

72-70=C-




62-60=D-









Under 60=F

6. I will be communicating with you through BLACKBOARD announcements and e-mail.  It is your responsibility to check both the blackboard announcements and your JCU e-mail account regularly.

7. You are expected to complete all the course requirements to pass this course. 
8. John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD coordinator, Brandi Rizzo, at (216) 397-4263 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience.

9. PLAGIARISM and cheating will not be tolerated in this class.  Plagiarism is defined as using material without giving credit from something someone else has written such as a published book, an article, an internet website, or another student's paper.  This will result in a zero for the assignment and will immediately be reported to the Dean.  Cheating may include the sharing of information or the use of notes or other methods of deception. All of the work you do in this course is expected to be your own.
10. Electronic Device Policy:  Use of electronic devices is not allowed in class.  You are expected to put your cell phones on silent and if you are texting during class, I reserve the right to deduct a point from your final grade.  Additionally the use of lap tops is not tolerated in class even for note taking or checking the power point.  

SCHEDULE OF READINGS 

PLEASE COME TO CLASS HAVING READ THE READING ASSIGNED FOR THAT DAY.  This schedule is subject to change.  
January 13 & 15


Introduce the course, go over the syllabus
January 20 & 22
Historical overview: 






Read Cromer and Eton on external links

Read Sykes-Picot, Balfour Declaration, Hussein-McMahon correspondence and King-Crane Commission, all on external links.





Read Baxter Introduction, chapters 1& 2
pp.1-45
January 27 

Theories of international relations


Read Stephen Walt on external links


January 29

U.S. and the M.E.


Read Ussama Makdissi on external links
Read Fawcett Chapter Thirteen
February 3

Emergence of the modern Middle East 




Read Fawcett Chapter One



Read Khalidi Chapter One

February 5                  Media and Culture

Read McAllister Introduction
 and Chapter One pp. 1-84
****MEMORANDUM TOPICS DUE****

February 10
 
Identity in the M.E.




Read Fawcett Chapter Seven
February 12

The Cold War in the Middle East





Read Fawcett Chapter Two and Three

February 17

US and the Arab-Israeli Conflict






Read Fawcett Chapter Ten





Read Baxter Chapter Three






Read Khalidi Chapter Four

February 19 

**MEMORANDUM  PRESENTATIONS **
February 24
Read Khalidi Chapters Two &Three
February 26               **MEMORANDUM  PRESENTATIONS **


Paper Topics Due

March 3 & 5
SPRING BREAK 


NO CLASSES

March 10            US and the Persian Gulf


Read Pauly Chapters One & Two





March 12 
      
**MEMORANDUM  PRESENTATIONS **
March 17



Read Kinzer the entire book




March 19                     **MEMORANDUM  PRESENTATIONS **

March 24

Read McAlister Chapter Five


March 26

**MEMORANDUM  PRESENTATIONS **





Paper Due

March 31 



Read Pauly Chapters Three & Four






April 2


**MEMORANDUM  PRESENTATIONS **
April 7      
Read Pauly Chapters Five and Six
April 9     
EASTER BREAK




NO CLASS

April 14
Replacement Monday 



NO CLASS
April 16                      **MEMORANDUM  PRESENTATIONS **


April 21
Read McAlister Chapter Six
April 23 
Read Baxter Chapters Six and Eight
April 28
Read Pauly Chapters Six and Seven

`



April 30



Review and discussion





News reflective paper due

FINAL EXAM                                  
May 5 @ 1:00 PM
Important Dates:

Topics for memorandum presentation due
February 5


Memorandum presentations

February 19, 26









March 12, 19, 26









April 2 & 16

Paper topic due 



February 26



Research paper due



March 26
Reflective paper on news article

April 30
Take home final exam due


May 5




