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COURSE OBJECTIVES

The purpose of this course is to offer an overview of international politics in the Middle East. This course will give the students an understanding of the international issues and conflicts of the Middle East through the interplay of factors such as colonialism, state formation, Arab-Israeli conflict, Iraq war, and globalization.  All this will be studied within the context of theories of international relations.  The course will be divided into five parts.  The first part will introduce the area, its history and its people.  The second part will look at the international politics of the area from state formation to nationalism to foreign policy.  The third part will be a case study of the Arab-Israeli conflict.  Finally the fourth part will study the Iraq-Iran relations as well as the war in Iraq.  Students should leave this course with a deeper understanding and comprehension of the area and of the nature of the system which produced the political relations which exist in the Middle East today.  

REQUIRED BOOKS

The following books are required for purchase and are available at the University bookstore.

1. Hinnebusch, Raymond. The International Politics of the Middle East.  New York: Manchester University Press, 2003.

2. Ian Bickerton and Carla Klausner.   A Concise History of the Arab-Israeli Conflict, Fifthe Edition , Prentice Hall: N.J. 2007.

3. Anderson, Liam.  The Future of Iraq, updated edition, Palgrave: New York, 2005.

4. Potter, Lawrence.  Iran, Iraq, and the Legacies of War.  Palgrave McMillan: New York, 2004. 

In addition to these books there will be other recommended readings which will be assigned in class.  You are also expected to stay up to date on the current situation in the Middle East by reading newspapers such as The New York Times and The Washington Post.  You should also read Middle Eastern newspapers which can be accessed on the net such as Haaretz at http://www.haaretz.com/, The Jerusalem Post at http://www.jpost.com/, the Jordan Times at www.jordantimes.com, and Aljazeera at http://english.aljazeera.net/HomePage. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. You will be required to write an 8-10 page RESEARCH PAPER on one of the list of topics that I will hand out. This paper will be 30% of your final grade.    

2. You will be required to do a PRESENTATION on another topic. This presentation will be 20% of your final grade.  Details on the paper and presentation will follow.  

3.  In the first week of the semester, each of you will be assigned the role of a foreign minister of one country in the Middle East.  You will be responsible for keeping up with breaking events in that country.  We will start every class with a Middle East Politics briefing when you are expected to report on recent events and tie that to the reading.  You are supposed to keep a folder or binder with all the news clippings for your country and hand it in at the end of the semester.  At that time, you will also present with the folder a 4-6 page paper.  This activity will culminate in a simulation where you will be given a scenario in the Middle East and you will play the role that you were assigned.  More information about this will be discussed in class.  This folder together with your briefings in class, the simulation and the paper will count for 20% of your grade. 

4. There will be an all inclusive take-home FINAL EXAM. This will comprise 20% of your final grade.  
5. PARTICIPATION and ATTENDANCE are required. Keeping up with the readings and current events is absolutely imperative for achieving a good performance in this course.  You will be periodically called upon to present some article of news that pertains to our topic.  You may also be assigned to be a discussion leader at some point.   While we may go over the readings, you are responsible for ALL the readings whether we cover them in class or not.  Active class participation will comprise an important component of your evaluation.  Regular attendance, sharing news articles and participation in class discussions are expected of every student.  Participation will be 10% of your final grade.  Note that you will not automatically get this 10%.  If you miss more than three classes you will lose points, additionally, if I discern that you are not doing the readings, you will also lose points. In short, you have to earn the 10%.  
6. I will be communicating with you through BLACKBOARD announcements and e-mail.  It is your responsibility to check both the blackboard announcements and your JCU e-mail account regularly.
7. If you have a documented DISABILITY, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities. Please contact the office of Services for Students with Disabilities at (216) 397-4967 if you have any questions or to set up an appointment to meet with the coordinator, Allison West. Accommodations are not retroactive.
8. PLAGIARISM will not be tolerated in this class.  Plagiarism is defined as using material without giving credit from something someone else has written such as a published book, an article, an internet website, or another student's paper.  This will result in a zero for the assignment and will immediately be reported to the Dean.  All of the work you do in this course is expected to be your own.
9. You are expected to complete ALL THE COURSE REQUIREMENTS to pass this course.

GRADING
Paper






30%

Presentation





20%

News articles folder and simulation paper

20%

Final exam





20%

Participation





10%

The following is the grading scale used:
93-100 = A

89-88= B+

79-78=C+

69-67=D+   

92-90
 =A-           
87-83= B

77-73=C

66-63=D



82-80
= B-

72-70=C-




62-60=D-










Under 60=F


SCHEDULE OF READINGS 

PLEASE COME TO CLASS HAVING READ THE READING ASSIGNED FOR THAT DAY

Part One: Historical Overview

WEEK ONE 



(January 17 & 19)






Introduce the course, go over the syllabus, 






Historical overview 






Read Cleveland pp 4-58 on electronic reserve

WEEK TWO



(January 22)
Part Two: the M.E. and International Politics






(January 24 & 26)






Understanding the Middle East in the Context of 





International Politics


Read: Hinnebusch pp 1-35

WEEK THREE


(January 29, 31 & February 2)


State Formation and Single Party regimes in the Middle East


Read: Hinnebusch pp 35-53







Identity and Arab Nationalism


Read: Hinnebusch pp 54-72

WEEK FOUR
(February 5, 7 & 9)


Foreign policy making in the Middle East


War and Order in the Middle East






Read: Hinnebusch pp 91-120 & pp 154-203
WEEK FIVE



(February 12, 14 & 16)





Presentations

Part Three: the Arab-Israeli Conflict

WEEK SIX



(February 19, 21 &23)

Formation of the State of Israel


Read: Bickerton Chapters 1-4

WEEK SEVEN 
(February 26, 28 & March 2)


Wars


Read: Bickerton Chapter 5-7
WEEK EIGHT


SPRING BREAK
WEEK NINE
(March 12, 14 & 16)

Search for peace 


Read: Bickerton Chapters 8-10
WEEK TEN

(March 19, 21 & 23)


Read: Bickerton Chapters 11-Conclusion
Part Four:  Iraq and Iran
WEEK ELEVEN


(March 26, 28 & 30)
Iraq


Read: Anderson Chapters 1, 2, 3 & 4
WEEK TWELVE

(April 2 & 4)






Iraq






Read: Anderson Chapters 5, 6, 7 & 8
Easter Break



(April 6 & 9)

WEEK THIRTEEN

(April 10, 11 & 13)


Iraq and the Democracy Dilemma 
WEEK FOURTEEN
(April 16, 18 & 20)




Read: selected articles from Potter



WEEK FIFTEEN


(April 23, 25 & 27)


Simulation
WEEK SIXTEEN 
(April 30 & May 2)


Review and discussion 
FINAL EXAM                                  
May 9

Important Dates:
Topics for presentation due


February 5




Paper topic due 



February 9



Presentations




February 12, 14 &16




Paper bibliography due


February 23



Paper Outline due



March 16




Paper due




March 23



Simulation paper and articles folder
April 27




Take home final exam due


May 9



