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COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course will satisfy a Social Sciences S core requirement.  

The purpose of this course is to provide students with an understanding of international relations.  The course will be divided into three parts.  The first part will carefully examine and compare the competing theories of international relations.  This will be done through developing an understanding of global actors and processes. Upon completing the first part of this course, the student will become familiar with the role of international relations in explaining relationships among political actors (for example, states, international organizations, or political leaders).  The second part will apply these theories to the study of international security.  Here we will deal with issues of power, foreign policy and international conflict.   Finally the third part will deal with international political economy.  This will include international trade, integration proliferation and the environment.  Students should come out of this course with a solid understanding of the theories of International Relations and with an ability to use this foundation to acquire a comprehensive insight into the discipline of IR. 

REQUIRED BOOKS
The following books are required for purchase and are available at the University bookstore.


International Relations 2006-2007.  Joshua Goldstein and Jon Pevehouse. 
Seventh Edition. Pearson Longman: 2006. 
Essential Readings in World Politics.  Karen Mingst and Jack Snyder.  2nd edition.  The Norton Series in World Politics: 2004

In addition, there will be other readings posted on blackboard or on electronic reserve.  You are also expected to stay up to date international issues by reading newspapers such as The New York Times or The Washington Post and current affairs publications such as the Economist. Keeping up with the news is an integral part of this course.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. There will be A MIDTERM during the semester.  The midterm will count for 30% of your final grade

2. There will be a comprehensive in-class FINAL EXAM which will count for 30% of your final grade.

3. There will be several weekly QUIZZES and/or RESPONSE PIECES which will cover the news, readings, lectures or discussions.  The quizzes may, in some instances, be multiple choice questions.  The quizzes may or may not be announced ahead of time.  If you miss a quiz, it is your responsibility to talk to me about a make-up, or you would receive a zero for the quiz.  The response pieces or assignments will be scheduled ahead of time and will also deal with the news readings, lectures and discussions.  There will be a penalty and a deduction taken on late assignments. The quizzes and/or response pieces will count for 20% of your grade. 

4. At the beginning of the semester, each student will be assigned the role of a foreign minister of one country.  Each student will be responsible for keeping up with breaking events in their country and their region.  We will start every class with a world politics briefing when you are expected to report on the recent event and tie the event with what we are studying.  You are supposed to keep a folder or binder with all the news clippings for your country and hand it in at the end of the semester.  More information about this will be discussed in class.  This folder together with your briefings in class will count for 10% of your grade. 

5. PARTICIPATION and ATTENDANCE are required. Keeping up with the readings and current events is absolutely imperative for achieving a good performance in this course.  While there will be lectures, active class participation will comprise an important component of your evaluation.  Missing more than three classes during the semester as well as being regularly late to class will cause a deduction from your participation grade.  Note that regular attendance will highly enhance your performance. Attendance and participation in class discussions will count for 10%.
6.  I will regularly communicate with you through BLACKBOARD announcements and e-mail.  It is your responsibility to check both the blackboard announcements and your JCU e-mail account regularly.

7. You are expected to complete ALL THE COURSE REQUIREMENTS to pass this course.

8. John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD coordinator, Allison West, at (216) 397-4967 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience. 

9.  PLAGIARISM and cheating will not be tolerated in this class.  Plagiarism is defined as using material without giving credit from something someone else has written such as a published book, an article, an internet website, or another student's paper.  This will result in a zero for the assignment and will immediately be reported to the Dean.  Cheating may include the sharing of information or the use of notes or other methods of deception. All of the work you do in this course is expected to be your own.
GRADING

Midterm



30%

Quizzes and response pieces

20%

Final exam



30%

News folder and reporting the news
10%

Participation:



10%

The following is the grading scale used:

93-100 = A

89-88= B+

79-78=C+

69-67=D+   

92-90
 =A-           
87-83= B

77-73=C

66-63=D



82-80
= B-

72-70=C-




62-60=D-










Under 60=F


SCHEDULE OF READINGS 

PLEASE COME TO CLASS HAVING READ THE READING ASSIGNED FOR THAT DAY

(This schedule is subject to change)

PART ONE: Introduction and Theory

WEEK ONE 



(January 14, 16 &18)


Introduce the course and go over the syllabus


Read Goldstein Chapter 1 pp.3-51

WEEK TWO



(January 23 &25) (NO CLASS January 21) 





Read Mingst Chapter 5 pp 142-156







Read articles by Julia Galeota , Phillipe Legrain, 





Thomas Friedman and Robert Kaplan.  All these 





articles are found under the external links tab on 





blackboard.  

WEEK THREE: Realism

(January 28, 30 & February 1)






Read Goldstein Chapter 2 pp. 55-97






Read “Thucydides” and “Mearsheimer” in Mingst 





pp.18-20 & 54-67

WEEK FOUR: Liberalism
(February 4, 6 & 8)






Read Goldstein Chapter 3 pp. 99-108






Read “Kant” and “Wilson” in Mingst 





pp 20-24 & 26-28 & 73-82

WEEK FIVE: Constructivism

(February 11, 13 & 15)






Read Goldstein Chapter 3 pp. 108-133

Read “Enole” in Mingst pp. 202-206

Read article by Swanee Hunt “Women Waging Peace” under external links.  
PART TWO: 
International security


WEEK SIX
(February 18, 20, & 22)


Read Goldstein Chapter 4 pp. 139-167

Review for Midterm


Midterm February 22

WEEK SEVEN 
(February 25, 27 & 29)






SPRING BREAK
WEEK EIGHT
(March 3, 5 & 7)


Read Goldstein Chapter 5 pp. 169-207

WEEK NINE
(March 10, 12 & 14)

Read “Causewitz” and “Schelling” in Mingst 

pp. 279-300 and pp. 301-309

Read articles on blackboard external links by Henry Munson and Karen Armstrong

Read “Huntington”, “Said” and “Fuller” in Mingst pp. 163-180

WEEK TEN



(March 17 & 19) (March 21 NO CLASSES)





Goldstein chapter 6 pp.213-246
WEEK ELEVEN


(March 25, 26 & 28) 






(Note March 25 is TUESDAY)


Read Douglas Roche on blackboard, “Our Greatest 
Threat: the Coming Nuclear Crisis”.






Read “Sagan” and “Waltz” in Mingst pp. 322-338
WEEK TWELVE

(March 31, April 2 & 4)



Read Goldstein Chapter 7 pp. 251-292


Read article on UN Peacekeeping under external 
links
PART THREE: International political economy

WEEK THIRTEEN

(April 7, 9 & 11)




 Read “Glennon” and responses in Mingst 



pp. 208-222
WEEK FOURTEEN

(April 14, 16 & 18)



Read Goldstein Chapter 10 pp. 377-406
WEEK FIFTEEN
(April 21, 23 & 25)



Read Goldstein Chapter 11 pp. 413-451

WEEK SIXTEEN

(April; 28 & 30)



Review for final exam 
Final Exam 

Monday May 5 @ 10:00 AM
