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COURSE OBJECTIVE and DESCRIPTION

This course will satisfy a Social Sciences R core requirement.
The purpose of this course is to achieve an understanding of the diverse arrays of cultures, religious movements and political systems of the Middle East. To do that the course will study the political movements and ideologies that have been prevalent in the area since WWII.  The first part of the course will cover a general history of the area with emphasis on the Ottoman Empire, colonialism, nationalism and state formation.  
The second part of the course will focus on studying specific countries in the Middle East.  Here we will cover the political systems, the political culture, reform and democratization as well as the challenges to authoritarianism and the influence of the new media.  This part will also focus on the diversity of religious, political and social trends in the countries.   
Finally the course will culminate in a simulation where each student will represent one country and leader in the area.  The simulation will help enrich the understanding of the challenges faced in the Middle East.  
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1.  You are expected to attend all classes having read the assigned reading for   that day.  Since this is a discussion based class, you are therefore expected to come ready to discuss the readings and ask questions regarding the issues covered by the reading.  
2. You will be required to write one RESEARCH PAPER (6-8pages) on a country or an issue facing a country in the Middle East.  The paper topic should be approved by me according to a time table.  You are also required to give an oral presentation about your findings to the class.  
3. You will be assigned the role of a leader of a country in the Middle East at the beginning of the semester.  During the course of the semester you will be expected to follow that leader and events happening in your country.  This will finally culminate in a simulation which will be held at the end of the semester.  You will be required to write a short paper (4-6 pages) on that.  Details about both the paper and the simulation will follow.  As part of your coverage of the country and leader you have been assigned, you will be presenting your findings about your country and leader at an assigned time during the course of the semester.  More information is coming separately.    
4. There will be a take-home FINAL EXAM which will cover all the readings we have read during the semester.  
5. You are expected to complete all the course requirements to pass this course. 

PARTICIPATION and ATTENDANCE
Both participation and attendance are required to pass this course successfully.   Keeping up with the readings and current events is absolutely imperative for achieving a good performance in this course.  
You will be periodically called upon to lead the discussion of the reading.  You have to be ready with discussion questions for every class. 

Please keep in mind that you are responsible for ALL the readings whether we cover them in class or not.  
Missing more than three classes during the semester as well as being regularly late to class will cause a deduction from your participation grade
Active class participation will comprise an important component of your evaluation.  Regular attendance, sharing news articles, having discussion questions based on the readings and participation in class discussions are expected of every student.  
BLACKBOARD

I will be communicating with you through BLACKBOARD announcements and e-mail.  It is your responsibility to check both the blackboard announcements and your JCU e-mail account regularly.  I may announce upcoming quizzes, readings or discussion questions before class.   
STATEMENT ABOUT DISABLITY

John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD coordinator, Susan Ramsey, at (216) 397-4967 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience. 
PLAGIARISM
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated in this class.  Plagiarism is defined as using material without giving credit from something someone else has written such as a published book, an article, an internet website, or another student's paper.  This will result in a zero for the assignment and will immediately be reported to the Dean.  Cheating may include the sharing of information or the use of notes or other methods of deception. All of the work you do in this course is expected to be your own.
GRADING

1. Research paper worth 30% of your final grade.  LATE PAPERS WILL LOSE 10 percentage points FOR EVERY DAY.  If you did not meet with me and get the topic for the paper approved, you will also lose points. 

2. Presentation about your country and leader worth 10% of your final grade.

3.  Simulation and paper worth 20% of your final grade.
4. Final exam worth 25% of your final grade.  

5. Participation and attendance will comprise a total of 15% of the final grade

The following is the grading scale used:

93-100 = A

89-88= B+
           79-78=C+

69-67=D+   

92-90
  =A-    
87-83= B

77-73=C

66-63=D




82-80= B-

72-70=C-

62-60=D-










Under 60=F

SCHEDULE:

Key: Palmer (P), Goldschmidt (G), Milton-Edwards (M)

Part I: Introduction and Historical Review:

WEEK ONE 



(September 2 & 4)





Introducing the course and the syllabus 





Map quiz





Read: Cleveland history of the Middle East 





under course documents on blackboard. 
WEEK TWO
(September 9 & 11)






Defining the area 


Read: G Chapter One introduction & M Preface 


and Introduction 


Read: P Introduction pp 1-12 

WEEK THREE


(September 16 & 18)






Religion and Politics

Read: P pp 12-43

Read: G Chapter 2

Colonialism


Read M Chapter One
WEEK FOUR
(September 24 & 26)


Nationalism

Read:  M Chapter Two

Read: G Chapter Three 


Read Requiem for Arab Nationalism under external links
WEEK FIVE
(September 30 & October 2)


Political Economy

Read:  M Chapter 3

Read The Political Economy of Middle Eastern Oil under documents
WEEK SIX
(October 7 & 9)






Political Islam





Read: M Chapter 5






Read G Chapter 19  

Part II:  Country Studies

WEEK SEVEN
(October 14 & 16)

Final paper topic due October 16

Egypt

Read:  P Chapter Two

Read:  G Chapters 17 & 18 
WEEK EIGHT


(October 21 & 23)


Israel and Palestine

Read:  P Chapter Three

Read:  G Chapter 4 
WEEK NINE



(October 28 & 30) 


Israel and Palestine

Read: G Chapters 5 & 7

WEEK TEN
(November 4 & 6) 

Iraq

Read P Chapter Six


Read G Chapter 10
WEEK ELEVEN


(November 11 & 13)





Research Paper due November 13





Iran





Read P Chapter Seven





Read G Chapter 12

WEEK TWELVE


(November 18 & 20)






Syria







Read P Chapter 4 
THANKSGIVING BREAK
NO CLASSES NOVEMBER 25 AND 27
Part III Simulation 

WEEK THIRTEEN


(December 2& 4)





Simulation paper due December 2.





Simulation
WEEK FOURTEEN


(December 9 & 11)






Simulation, discussion and review
FINAL EXAM


(December 18) Due @ 1:00 PM
