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[image: image1.wmf] 



Course Description:  

This course explores topics related to the subject of “decolonization” in the Andes  Its major illustration for this exploration is the apparent political and social revolution in Bolivia recently highlighted by the election of Evo Morales to the presidency and the political dominance of his party, MAS, in Bolivia.  These related topics include the construction of ethnic and national identity as a political project, the broad history of the indigenous population of Bolivia from Spanish colonialism to the present, resistance to colonial and neo-colonial political and economic control, and the currently unfolding political transition in Bolivia—i.e., “the decolonization” of Bolivia. 

This class will be conducted as a seminar.  Classroom discussion, rooted in the readings for each session, will be emphasized.  Several short papers summarizing and explaining the main points of the reading will be assigned during the semester to encourage a close reading of the course material.   During the first hour of most sessions students are to orally summarize the reading.   Further, each student is to research and write a twelve to fifteen page “term paper” on a topic selected by the student in consultation with the instructor.  During the second half of the semester, the second hour of many sessions will be devoted to student research topics.  

Course Goals:

1. The development of an understanding of the major topics listed above
2. The development of academic writing skills
3. The development of critical reading and thinking skills (through the required oral and written explanation of the course readings)
 
Required Texts and Articles: 
1. Andrien, Kenneth.  (2001).  Andean Worlds.  Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press.
2. Hylton, Forrest and Sinclair Thompson.  (2007).  Revolutionary Horizons.  London: Verso.

3. Larson, Brooke.  (2004).  Trials of Nation Making.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

4. Thomson, Sinclair.  (2002).  We Alone Will Rule.  Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. 
5. Articles posted at the Blackboard site for this class.
Recommended reading and information sources:
6. Web sites listed in the External Links section of the Blackboard site for this class 
 
Course Requirements (Graded Assignments):      TOP 
 
 

Short-topic papers.   Students will be asked to write two-three page papers usually calling for a synthesis and explanation of our readings. {five or six--possibly more—total of 20% of course grade}

 

Midterm. This is a take-home class exam of one or two short essays and, possibly, brief identification questions. {15%}

 

Final Exam. This too is a take-home exam similar to the midterm.  {15%}

 

Term paper and its presentation.  Students will choose a topic in consultation with the instructor before the Spring Break.  Paper is to be from twelve to fifteen pages in length with proper citation of all sources and bibliography.  {40%}

 

Oral Participation.    The class emphasizes student participation.  Students should demonstrate knowledge of the course material through regular class attendance, response to questions based on the reading, engagement in thoughtful discussion, and (when assigned) leadership of class discussion on a particular chapter or article. {10%}

 

Attendance. 
Students are to attend each session prepared to participate in thoughtful discussion relevant to the reading for that session and previous classroom discussions.  Excused absences should be arranged with the professor in advance whenever possible.  Students who miss class will score poorly on participation and will very likely not do well on the other graded assignments. 

Other Course Policies:

Academic Honesty:  
University policies regarding plagiarism will be strictly enforced.  Plagiarism will, at a minimum, result in a grade of zero on the particular assignment.  Students should feel free to discuss out-of-class paper topics with fellow students before actually writing.  However, students must write their own papers.  Students are expected to produce papers reflecting their own analysis and synthesis of ideas and factual material from, for the most part, secondary sources—properly cited.   

Students with Disabilities:

John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities. Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the office of Services for Students with Disabilities at (216) 397-4967 if you have any questions or to set up an appointment to meet with the coordinator. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register with Student Disability Services at your earliest convenience. 

 
 
Grading:        
Course grade is based on percentage of weighted total (student’s current grade can be viewed at Blackboard)
A = 93% or better of total, A- = 90% - 93%, B+ = 87% - 90%, 
B = 83% - 87%, B- = 80% - 83%, C+ = 77% - 80%, C = 73% - 77%, C- = 70% - 73%, 
D+ = 67% - 70%, D = 60% - 67%, F = <60%
Course Topics and Readings by Week:    TOP 
(Subject to modification.) 

	#
	Week
	Reading:
	Issues for discussion:

	1
	9/3 
	 Overview of the Course; View “Cocaleros” in class


	Introduction to the course; Blackboard. The recent political victory of Evo Morales and MAS in Bolivia within context of coca cultivation and “neoliberalism”

	2
	9/10
	 Hylton, chpts 1 & 2; Andrien, chpts 7 & 8
	Layers of time (“Horizons”), Rebellion, and Identity

	3
	9/17
	Andrien, chpts 1, 3, & 4; view Werner Herzog’s “Aguirre: Wrath of God” (out of class)
	Views of the past; European conquerors; the colonial state and socioeconomic order

	4
	9/24
	Hylton, chpt 3; Thomson, chpts 1, 2, & 3
	Transformation and Crisis in the colonial order

	5
	10/1
	Thomson, chpts 4-8
	The call to rebellion and its goals; Tupac Amaru (Jose Gabriel Condorcanqui), Tomas Katari, and Tupaj Katari  (Julian Apaza)

	6
	10/8
	Larson, Chpts 1 & 5; Hylton, Chpt 4
	The end of formal colonialism and the effot to construct national identity; Release midterm

	7
	10/15
	Midterm due
	discuss responses; consult with instructor on topic selection for term paper

	8
	10/22
	Hylton, chpts 5-7
	The move to “National Revolution” in the 20th Century and the “campesinado”—turning the “Indian” into a “peasant”

	9
	10/29
	Hylton, chpts 8-10
	The War on Drugs, the Washington Consensus and the rise of MAS

	10
	11/5
	Hylton, chpts 11, 12, & Conclusion
	Victory of the counter-hegemonic project and the creation of a new national identity?

	11
	11/12
	Articles at Blackboard
	Global economic integration and reaction—spectrum of response from El Salvador to Venezuela.  Bolivian nationalism as response to imperialism

	12
	11/19
	Informal discussion of paper topics
	

	13
	11/26
	NO CLASS
	THANKSGIVING BREAK

	14
	12/3
	Formal presentation of papers
	

	15
	12/10
	Finish formal presentations
	Release Final Exam 

	16
	12/17
	Final Exam due at 8:00pm
	Discuss conclusions
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