PO 103.52

Introduction to International Relations

Fall 2007
Dr. Pam Mason
Tuesday/Thursday 3:30-4:45 p.m.

Office: (AD 06) Department of Political Science, 
Room AD 26

Office Hours: 

· Mondays 5-6 pm.

· Tuesdays 11 am – noon.  

· Wednesdays 1-3 pm.


E-mail:  pmason@jcu.edu
Phone:  (397)4307


Required Readings:

· David Held, et al., Global Transformations:  Politics, Economics, and Culture (Stanford University Press, 1999)

· Mehran Kamrava, The Modern Middle East:  A Political History since the First World War (University of California Press, 2005)

· New York Times (available free on campus every week day)

Brief Overview of the Course and Readings:

PO 103, Introduction to International Relations, introduces students to ways of thinking about relations among nations as well as about political issues that transcend national boundaries.  There are many ways to do this.  In this section of PO103, students will make use of a variety of means, including discussion, critical use of resources on the web, reading, and writing, to develop a foundational knowledge and understanding of international relations and global political issues. 
Our primary text, Global Transformations: Politics, Economics, Culture, may seem hard-going at first glance.  Don’t worry about it.   You will have a study guide and we will go through the readings together, in class.  The reason I chose Global Transformations is that the authors take up the question, “What is happening to us and our world?” and try to answer it, providing evidence to support their answer.  We will bring our own observations and evidence to bear on their argument, and draw our own conclusions.  We will also take time out to elaborate on some of the concepts, issues and institutions – including but not limited to the United Nations system, human rights – that are discussed in the book.  

Our second text is Mehran Kamrava’s The Modern Middle East:  A Political History Since the First World War.   There is no area of the world that is more important for Americans to learn about, or more relevant to our daily lives, than the Middle East, and Kamrava’s book provides a good start.  

We will round out our readings of both these books with international news from the New York Times, available on campus to JCU students without charge.
Course Grade:

Your course grade will be based upon two mid-term exams, each worth 30% of the course grade, and one final exam, worth 40% of the course grade.   The exams will incorporate objective questions (including but not limited to true/false, multiple choice, very short answer, etc.), short answer questions, and an essay question.  The final exam will also include a cumulative section, covering material from throughout the course. 

Attendance and Participation:

Noticeable absences may result in a lower course grade.  Please no cell phones, pagers, or other PDAs in class.  No texting or text message reading in class.  You get the picture.  

Academic Honesty:

The following statement on academic honesty is taken from the the 2005-07 JCU Undergraduate Bulletin (http://www.jcu.edu/undergradbulletin/policies/standing.htm):
•
Academic honesty, expected of every student, is essential to the process of education and to upholding high ethical standards. Cheating or any other kind of unethical behavior may subject the student to severe academic penalties, including expulsion.

•
All work submitted for evaluation in a course, including tests, term papers, and computer programs, must represent only the work of the student unless indicated otherwise.
•
Material taken from the work of others must be acknowledged properly. Materials submitted to fulfill requirements in one course may not be submitted in another course without prior approval of all of the instructors involved.

•
Concerns about the propriety of obtaining outside assistance or acknowledging sources should be referred to the instructor of the course before the work commences.

•
Penalties, appropriate to the severity of the infraction, may include a grade of zero for the assignment, possible failure in the course, suspension, or even expulsion from the university. Abuse of computer privileges may result in their restriction and possibly in more severe penalties. Instructors may indicate specific penalties for academic dishonesty in their course syllabi.

•
Any appeal by a student is to be made first to the instructor. If disputes of interpretation arise, the faculty member and chairperson will attempt to resolve the difficulty with the student. If this does not lead to resolution, the academic dean normally will rule in the matter.

•
If a penalty is imposed for academic misconduct, a written report of the incident may be sent to the academic dean. The dean will review the case and determine if, in light of other information and records, further disciplinary action is warranted.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:

John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD coordinator, Allison West, at (216) 397-4967 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience. 

John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to receive accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD coordinator, Allison West, at (216) 397-4967 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience.
Assignment Calendar:

8/28
First Day of Class

8/30
Global Transformations, Introduction, pp. 1-2 and 10.

9/4
Global Transformations, Introduction, pp. 27-31.

9/6
Global Transformations, Chapter 1, “From Empires to Modern Nation-States,” pp. 32-49. The Modern Middle East, Introduction, pp. 1-6. 

9/11
Global Transformations, Chapter 1, “From Empires to Modern Nation-States,” pp. 32-49, and The Modern Middle East, Chapter 1, “From Islam to the Great War,” pp. 7-34.

9/13
The Modern Middle East, Chapter 2, “From Territories to Independent States,” pp. 35-66.

9/18
Global Transformations, Chapter 1, “The Emergence of Global Politics,” pp. 49-62.
9/20
Global Transformations, Chapter 1, “Multilayered Governance and the Diffusion of Political Authority,” pp. 62-86.

9/25
Global Transformations, Chapter 2, “The Expanding Reach of Organized Violence,” pp. 87-148.

9/27
Global Transformations, Chapter 2, “The Expanding Reach of Organized Violence,” pp. 87-148, and Review.

10/2
Exam

10/4
Global Transformations, pp. 178-179 (Grid 3.1, “Historical forms of trade globalization”); pp. 222-223 (Grid 4.1, “Historical forms of financial globalization”); and pp. 272-273 (Grid 5.1, “Historical forms of global production”).

10/9
Global Transformations, Chapter 6, “People on the Move,” pp. 283-326.

10/11
Global Transformations, Chapter 6, con’t.

10/16
Global Transformations, Chapter 7, “Globalization, Culture, and the Fate of Nations,” pp. 327-375, and The Modern Middle East, Chapter 3, “The Age of Nationalism,” pp. 67-106.

10/18
Global Transformations, Chapter 7, con’t., and The Modern Middle East, Chapter 4, “The Arab-Israeli Wars,” pp. 107-137.

10/23
Global Transformations, Chapter 7, con’t., and The Modern Middle East, Chapter 5, “The Iranian Revolution,” pp. 138-168.

10/25
Global Transformations, Chapter 7, con’t., and The Modern Middle East, Chapter 6, “The Gulf Wars and Beyond,” pp. 169-212.

10/30
Review

11/1
Exam

11/6
The Modern Middle East, Chapter 7, “The Palestinian-Israeli Conflict,” pp. 213-256.

11/8
The Modern Middle East, Chapter 8, “The Challenge of Economic Development,” pp. 257-282.

11/13
Global Transformations, Chapter 8, “Catastrophe in the Making: Globalization and the Environment,” pp. 376-413.

11/15
Global Transformations, Chapter 8, con’t.

11/20
Thanksgiving Break

11/22
Thanksgiving Break

11/27
Global Transformations, Conclusion, pp. 414-444.

11/29
Global Transformations, Conclusion, con’t.

12/4
Global Transformations, Conclusion, con’t., and The Modern Middle East, Chapter 10, “The Question of Democracy,”

12/6
Final Day of Class

Final Exam:  
Tuesday, December 11, 3-4:50 p.m.
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