Summer Session II 2008 (June 16-July18)
PO 241.51:  Religion, Culture, and Politics:  India and Pakistan

Room AD 25








Dr. Pam Mason

9:40-11:10 a.m.

Office:  AD B-06
     Phone:  x.4307

E-mail:  pmason@jcu.edu
Office Hours:  daily 11:10-12:00 and by appointment

Brief Course Description and Syllabus

PO 241 will explore contemporary political issues and events in India and Pakistan, and the ways that they are intertwined with religion and culture.  It has been said that religion will be intertwined with politics for as long as religion is involved in the formation of human identity.  In this course, we will work to understand the relationships among religious identity, civic identity, and nation building—some of the most complex and important issues in world politics today. Topics in comparative politics that the course will explore include nationalism, religion and cultural identity, and democratization.  Over the course of the term, students will develop knowledge and skills that are appropriate to engaged citizenship in an increasingly interdependent world, as well as relevant to continued study in the discipline of political science.

Grading:  Course grades will be based upon the following:

60%
three short papers (2-3 pages each, 20% each)

20%
participation: attendance (5%); evident preparation for class and current events


presentations (10%); participation in field trips

20%
in-class final exam.

Books:  Stephen Cohen, The Idea of Pakistan (Brookings)

Edward Luce, In Spite of the Gods: the strange rise of modern India (Random House)

Field Trips:  
Class visits are being planned to the Islamic Center of Cleveland and the Shiva-Vishnu Temple, both in Parma.  Dates, times, and details to follow.

Current Events Discussions:  We will start every class period with current events discussion, based upon our reading of online newspaper articles from Pakistan and India:

Pakistan:

· www.dawn.com   Dawn:  Karachi-based daily.

· www.nation.com.pk
   The Nation: Lahore-based daily.

· www.dailytimes.com.pk
The Daily Times: Lahore and Karachi-based daily.

· www.thenews.jang.com.pk     The News: Karachi-based daily.

· www.pakobserver.net
   Pakistan Observer: Islamabad-based daily.

India:

· www.hindustantimes.com
The Hindustan Times:  New Delhi-based daily.
· http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com    The Times of India:  Mumbai-based daily.
· www.asianage.com     The Asian Age:  New Delhi-based daily.
· www.deccanherald.com    Deccan Herald:  Bangalore-based daily.
· www.thehindu.com     The Hindu:  Madras-based daily.
Calendar of Reading Assignments:
	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	
	6/16

Why India

and Pakistan?     
	6/17

Founding 

Myths
	6/18

Before the

Founding
	6/19

“Swaraj” and

Pakistan
	6/20

Partition

Cohen, ch. 1



	
	6/23
Pakistan:  the

state

Cohen, ch. 2
	6/24
Pakistan:  the

army and

politics

Cohen, ch. 3-

4
	6/25
Pakistan:

Islam

Cohen, ch. 5
	6/26
Pakistan:

regional

issues

Cohen, ch.

6-7
	6/27
Field Trip

Cohen, ch. 8

	
	6/30
India: growth

Luce, Intro.

and ch. 1
	7/1
India: the

State

Luce, ch. 2
	7/2
India: caste

and politics

Luce, ch. 3
	7/3
India:

Congress

Luce, ch. 5
	7/4
Holiday

	
	7/7
India: Hindu

nationalism

and Islam

Luce, ch. 4

and 6
	7/8
India,

Pakistan, and

the US

Cohen, ch. 9,

Luce, ch. 7
	7/9
Comp Day
	7/10
Kashmir
	7/11
Field Trip

	
	7/14
Bollywood,

history, and

national

identity
	7/15
Mission

Kashmir
	7/16
Mission

Kashmir
	7/17
Asian

Regional

issues
	7/18
Final Exam


