PO 398A.51 (H) SPRING  2007:  THE GREEKS               TTH 9:30 – 10:45 a.m.

Dr. Pam Mason                                                                                  Room BR 32

BRIEF COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This seminar takes up the most influential body of literature in the history of western culture. How influential are the Greeks?  The works that we will explore are part of a defining literature, one that continues to help shape not just how we think about what is important to us; but also what we think is important.  The topics and themes we will consider over the course of the semester include but are not limited to:  human nature, the nature of justice, the relationship between power and authority, the relationship between religion and politics, and forms of polity, including tyranny and democracy.  

We are fortunate to be a small class, which means that we can “follow our noses” on topics of interest.  The small class size also facilitates reading aloud, which we will do more than is common in university classrooms.  By the same token, the small class size means that each individual has more responsibility, and each student’s presence is needed every class period.

GRADING:  The course grade will be based upon the following:
· 3 short papers (responses to readings) @ 10% each (30%)

· Peloponnesian war production (25%) (group grade)

· Setting the stage

· Performing the dialogue

· Casting the class

· Democracy game (25%) (individual grade)

· Final paper (20%)
· Attendance:  Each student may take two absences with no penalty.  After three or more  absences, I reserve the right to lower the course grade.
REQUIRED READINGS:

Homer, Odyssey. Translated by Robert Fagles.  Introduction and Notes by Bernard Knox.  Penguin Classics.  Paperback.  Note:  Translations matter!  This translation and edition were chosen for this course for a reason.  Please do not use other translations of the Odyssey for this course.

Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War.  Translated by Walter Blanco.  Edited by Walter Blanco and Jennifer Tolbert Roberts.  Norton Critical Editions.  Paperback.  Note:  Translations matter!  This translation and edition were chosen for this course for a reason.  Please do not use other translations of The Peloponnesian War for this course.

Seamus Heaney, The Burial at Thebes: A Version of Sophocles' Antigone.

Farrar, Straus and Giroux.  Paperback.  Note:  Translations matter!  This translation and edition were chosen for this course for a reason.  Please do not use other translations of Antigone for this course.
Marc C. Carnes and Josiah Ober, The Threshold of Democracy: Athens in 403 B.C., third edition.  Longman Publishing Group. Role-play simulation. Paperback.  
Plato, The Republic.  Translated by Desmond Lee.  Penguin Classics. Second edition.  Paperback.  Note:  Translations matter!  This translation and edition were chosen for this course for a reason.  Please do not use other translations of The Republic for this course.

Aristotle, The Politics of Aristotle.  Translated by Peter L. Phillips Simpson.The University of North Carolina Press.   Paperback.  Note:  Translations matter!  This translation and edition were chosen for this course for a reason.  Please do not use other translations of Aristotle’s Politics for this course.

Euripides, The Trojan Women and Other Plays.  Translated by James Morwood.  Oxford World's Classics. Paperback. Note:  Translations matter!  This translation and edition were chosen for this course for a reason.  Please do not use other translations of The Trojan Women for this course.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:
John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD coordinator, Allison West, at (216) 397-4967 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience. 

Academic Honesty (from the 2005-07 Undergraduate Bulletin, p. 112):

Academic honesty, expected of every student, is essential to the process of education and to upholding high ethical standards.  Cheating or any other kind of unethical behavior may subject the student to severe academic penalties, including expulsion.

· All work submitted for evaluation in a course, including tests, term papers, and computer programs, must represent only the work of the student unless indicated otherwise.

· Material taken from the work of others must be acknowledged properly.  Materials submitted to fulfill requirements in one course may not be submitted in another course without prior approval of all the instructors involved.

· Concerns about the propriety of obtaining outside assistance or acknowledging sources should be referred to the instructor of the course before the work commences.

· Penalties, appropriate to the severity of the infraction, may include a grade of zero for the assignment, possible failure in the course, suspension, or even expulsion from the university.  Abuse of computer privileges may result in their restriction and possibly in more severe penalties.  Instructors may indicate specific penalties for academic dishonesty in their course syllabi.  

· Any appeal by a student is to be made first to the instructor.  If disputes of interpretation arise, the faculty member and department chairperson will attempt to resolve the difficulty with the student.  If this does not lead to resolution, the academic dean normally will rule in the matter.  

· If a penalty is imposed for academic misconduct, a written report of the incident may be sent to the academic dean.  The dean will review the case and determine if, in light of other information and records, further disciplinary action is warranted.
CONTACT INFORMATION FOR PROFESSOR MASON:

•
Office:  AD 06

•
Office Hours: 3:30-4:30 P.M. Tuesdays/Thursdays and by appointment

•
Telephone:  (397) 4307 

•
E-mail: pmason@jcu.edu

PO 398.51H Class Calendar

	
	Tuesday
	Thursday

	Wk1
	1/16
1st day of class

Hesiod, “Works and Days,” selection
	1/18

Video assignment due: “Ancient Greece”

	Wk2
	1/23

Odyssey
	1/25

Odyssey

	Wk3
	1/30

Odyssey
	2/1

Odyssey

	Wk4
	2/6

The Burial at Thebes
	2/8

The Burial at Thebes

	Wk5
	2/13

The Peloponnesian War
	2/15

The Peloponnesian War

	Wk6
	2/20

The Peloponnesian War
	2/22

The Peloponnesian War

	Wk7
	2/27

The Republic 
	3/1

The Republic 

	Wk8


	3/6

Spring Break
	3/8

Spring Break

	Wk9
	3/13

The Threshold of Democracy
	3/15

The Threshold of Democracy

	Wk10
	3/20

The Threshold of Democracy
	3/22

The Threshold of Democracy

	Wk11
	3/27

The Threshold of Democracy
	3/29

The Threshold of Democracy

	Wk12
	4/3

The Threshold of Democracy
	4/5

Easter Break

	Wk13
	4/10

Easter Break
	4/12

The Politics

	Wk14
	4/17

The Politics
	4/19

The Politics

	Wk15
	4/24

The Politics
	4/26

The Trojan Women

	Wk16
	5/1

The Trojan Women
	5/3

Last day of class

	Wk17
	5/8

Final Paper Due
	


