Summer I (15 May – 16 June) 2006

PO 244:  Religion, Culture, Politics

Professor Pam Mason

Monday through Friday 11:20 a.m. – 12:50 p.m.   

Room AD 25

In this PBL (problem based learning) course, students will be challenged to resolve the Kashmir dispute between India and Pakistan.

Problem-based learning “uses complex problems rooted in real-world situations to motivate students to discover important concepts for themselves.  PBL Students work in groups to solve problems and the instructor acts as a guide and facilitator throughout the process” (http://www.udel.edu/pbl/).    

Required readings:

Ainslie T. Embree and Mark C. Carnes, Defining a Nation: India on the Eve of Independence, 1945 (Simulation/Role Play Game) (Longman Publishers, 2005):  
Defining a Nation is set at Simla, in the foothills of the Himalayas, where the British viceroy has invited leaders of various religious and political constituencies to work out the future of Britain’s largest colony.  Students struggle to reconcile religious identity with nation building—perhaps the most intractable and important issue of the modern world.  Texts include the literature of Hindu revival (Chatterjee, Tagore and Tilak); the Koran and the literature of Islamic nationalism (Iqbal); and the writings of Ambedkar, Nehru, Jinnah, and Gandhi.  0321355857

Selig S. Harrison, et al.,  India and Pakistan : The First Fifty Years (Woodrow Wilson Center Press)  (Cambridge University Press, 1999).  “This book is the first serious effort to examine and compare trends in the two countries during their initial fifty years.  Although the authors are specialists, they have targeted their texts for lay readers as well as scholars. … It is the only work of its kind currently available.”  (back cover)

0-521-64585-9 (paper)
Ian Talbot, India and Pakistan:  Inventing the Nation (Oxford University Press, 2000).   “The Indian subcontinent with its myriad ethnic, linguistic and religious divides provides a focus for examination of the interplay between [sic] nationalism, religion, and ethnicity. … India and Pakistan provides an historical understanding of the chequered process of nation-building in the subcontinent. ...Talbot examines the role of ‘parochial’ loyalties and the impact of contemporary processes of economic and cultural globalization on national and local allegiances” (back cover).0-340-70633-3 (paper)
Stephen Alter, Amritsar to Lahore: A Journey Across the India-Pakistan Border
(University of Pennsylvania Press, 2001).  “A sensitive and thoughtful look at the lasting effects of Partition on everyday people. … Alongside diverse and vivid interviews, chance conversations, and oral histories, Alter provides informed commentary to raise questions about national and political identity, the territorial imperatives of history, and the insidious mythology of borders” (back cover).0-8122-1743-8
Robert G. Wirsing, India, Pakistan, and the Kashmir Dispute: On Regional Conflict and Its Resolution (St. Martin’s Press, 1998) “The best available study of the Kashmir dispute and the many proposals that have been offered over the years” (American Historical Review).0-312-17562-0 (paper)
Tentative Course Schedule

	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Week 1
	5/15

Course introduction
	5/16

reading:  Alter, Amritsar to Lahore
	5/17

Field trip: Mosque
	5/18

reading:

Alter, Amritsar to Lahore 
	5/19

Defining a Nation (game) 

	Week 2
	5/22

Defining a Nation

(game)
	5/23

Defining a Nation (game)
	5/24

Field trip:

Hindu temple
	5/25

Defining a Nation (game)
	5/26

Defining a Nation (game)

	Week 3
	5/29

Memorial Day Observed
	5/30

reading: Talbot, Inventing the Nation
	5/31

Field trip:

Buddhist temple
	6/1

reading: Talbot, Inventing the Nation
	6/2

reading:  Talbot, Inventing the Nation

	Week 4
	6/5

reading: 

Harrison, et al., The First Fifty Years
	6/6

reading:

Harrison, et al., The First Fifty Years
	6/7

Field trip:

Sikh temple
	6/8

reading:

Harrison, et al., The First Fifty Years
	6/9

reading: 

Alter, Amritsar to Lahore

	Week 5
	6/12

reading:

Wirsing, The Kashmir Dispute


	6/13

reading: Wirsing, The Kashmir Dispute
	6/14

reading:  Wirsing, The Kashmir Dispute
	6/15

Student Roundtable:

The problem(s)
	6/16

final exam: proposed

resolutions to  the Kashmir Dispute


Course Grades: 

Course grades will be based upon the following:

Game:  30%

Reading précises (Alter, Talbot, Harrison, Wirsing): 20%

Roundtable Presentation : 25%

Final Exam: 25%

Attendance:

Attendance is expected.  One absence is allowed without penalty.  Each absence beginning with the second absence will result in half a letter grade from the final course grade.  

