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In the first decade of the 21st century, "Democracy" may be the most widely used political term, and most consequential constellation of political beliefs, ideas, and practices, in the world.  Over this semester, IRE 393/HUM 393 will explore fundamental aspects of the form of polity we call "democracy."  We will consider issues and problems in democracy in both historical and contemporary contexts and from a number of perspectives. 
The first half of the course will make use of the complex simulation game, "Threshold of  Democracy:  Athens in 403 B.C."  "Threshold of Democracy" seeks to illuminate questions of enduring relevance to students of democracy, including:  what exactly is democracy?  What are its strengths and weaknesses? What are the foundational assumptions about democratic rule? Can representative governments be true democracies?  Are they justified?  Can democracy tolerate critics?  Are freedom and equality fundamentally at odds?  Are freedom and equality good things?  Is democracy a good thing?
In the second half of the course, we will build upon the insights gained in the first weeks as we take up issues and problems related to democracy in the new century, including the relationship between human rights and civil rights; social capital, civil society, and other underpinnings of what might be called the social psychology of democracy; religion and democracy in general and Islam and democracy in particular; and the "democratic peace proposition" and related issues of  violence and democracy.  The purpose of the course is not to settle these questions, but to illuminate them in order to deepen our thinking about them.
Required Reading Materials:

· Marc C. Carnes and Josiah Ober, The Threshold of Democracy:  Athens in 403 B.C. (Pearson/Longman 2005)

· Plato, The Republic, Desmond Lee, trans. (Penguin Classics 1987)

· Reading Packet for IRE 393/HUM 393

Grading:  Course grades will be based upon 4 short  essays (4-5 pages each), the final exam, and class participation.
· Paper #1 (Athens game):  15% of course grade

· Paper #2 (Athens game):  15% of course grade

· Participation (Athens game):  15% of course grade

· Paper #3 (topic TBA):  15% of course grade

· Paper #4 (topic TBA):  15% of course grade

· Class participation (apart from Athens game):  10% of course grade

· Final Exam (cumulative):  15% of course grade

Readings and Assignments:  

WEEK 1: 
 INTRODUCTORY MATTERS
5 & 7 Sept. 
Course Introduction:  Democracy and Democracies
· Casciani, "Are we subjects or citizens?" (packet) 5 pages. 
WEEKS 2 - 6:  THRESHOLD OF DEMOCRACY:  A SIMULATION GAME 
12 & 14 Sept.
Introduction to Game, "Threshold of Democracy:  Athens in 403 B.C."   
· Game packet, introductory vignette, and background.
· Plato, Republic, selections TBA.
19 & 21 Sept.
Rules and Roles and First Public Assembly
· game packet, entire
· first paper due (3-4  pages)

26 & 28 Sept.
Second and third public assemblies
· game packet and Plato, Republic, selections as needed.
3 & 5 Oct.
Fourth and fifth public assemblies. 
· game packet and Plato, Republic, selections as needed.
· second paper due (3-4  pages)

10 & 12 Oct.
Sixth Public Session and end of game.  Debrief.  Public Festival.
· game packet and Plato, Republic, selections as needed.
WEEK 7:  ENDURING ISSUES
17 & 19 Oct.
The Sovereignty of the People and the Rule of Law; Justice and Fairness
· for 17 Oct:  Shirley Robin Letwin, "The morality of democracy and the rule of law" (packet), 13 pages.   

· For 19 Oct:  Lani Guinier, "The Tyranny of the Majority" (packet) 12 pages.  
· third paper due (3-4 pages)

WEEK 8 (10/24-10/28):  FALL BREAK 
WEEKS 9 - 13:  CONTEMPORARY ISSUES, PROBLEMS, AND DEBATES 
31 Oct./2 Nov.
Human Rights, Civil Rights, and Democracy
· 31 Oct:  class activity:  The Human Rights Game (game)
· for 2 Nov:  Martha C. Nussbaum, "Capabilities and Human Rights" (packet) 28 pages. 
7 & 9 Nov.
Group Rights, Individual Rights, and Democracy
· for 7 Nov:  Ian Shapiro, "Group Aspirations and Democratic Politics" (packet) 11 pages.   

· For 9 Nov:  Xiaorong Li, "What's in a Headscarf?" (packet) 5 pages.
· third paper due (4-5 pages)

14 & 16 Nov.
Social Capital, Civil Society, and Democratization:  Class Roundtable (readings divided)
· for 14 Nov:  Robert Putnam, "Social Capital and Institutional Success " (packet) 22 pages.  
· for 16 Nov:  Eric S. Uslaner, "Democracy and Social Capital," (packet)  29 pages.  
· for 16 Nov:  Jean Grugel, "Democratization and Civil Society," (packet) 23 pages.
21 & 23 Nov.  Religion and Politics, Islam and democracy:  Class Roundtable (readings divided)
· for 21 Nov:  Brian H. Smith, "Religion and Politics:  A New Look Through an Old Prism," (packet) 15 pages
· for 23 Nov:  Reza Aslan, "An Awakening in the East" and "Slouching toward Medina" (packet) 46 pages.  
· for 23 Nov:  Khaled Abou El Fadl, et al., "Islam and the Challenge of Democracy," (packet) 19 pages.
· for 23 Nov:David Glenn, "Who Owns Islamic Law?" (packet) 5 pages.

28 & 30 Nov.
The Democratic Peace Proposition and Its Critics" Class Roundtable (readings 



divided)
· James Lee Ray, "The Democratic Peace Proposition:  Past, Present, and Future," (packet) 11 pages.   
· Michael Mann, "Democracy and Ethnic War" (packet) 18 pages. 
· Stephen L. Esquith, "Complicity in Mass Violence." (packet) 7 pages.
· fourth paper due (4-5 pages)

WEEK 14:  REFLECTIONS, CONCLUSIONS, AND CONJECTURES 
5 & 7 Dec.
On Democracy:  Class Roundtable (readings divided)
· Francis Fukuyama, "The End of History?" (packet) 18 pages.
· Robert Kaplan, "Was Democracy just a Moment?" (packet) 18 pages. 
· John W. de Gruchy, "Democracy:  An Open-Ended Tradition" (packet) 24 pages.  
WEEK 15:  FINAL EXAM

12 – 16 Dec.   The final exam will be cumulative.
