Summer Session II 2009

PO 241:  Religion, Culture, and Politics:  India, Pakistan, Afghanistan

Brief Course Description:

It has been said that religion will be intertwined with politics for as long as religion is involved in the formation of human identity.  PO 241 will explore contemporary political issues and events in India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan, and the ways that they are intertwined with problems of religious, civic, and national identity.  Particular topics in comparative politics addressed in the course include nationalism, institutions, dynamics of participation and governance, and democracy/democratization.  Over the course of the summer session, students will develop foundational knowledge and analytical skills that are appropriate to the further study of these topics.

Required Books (all paperback):
· Stephen Cohen, The Idea of Pakistan (Brookings Institution Press, 2006)
· Martin Ewans, Afghanistan:  A Short History of Its People and Politics (Harper Perennial, 2002) 
· Adeeb Khalid, Islam After Communism:  Religion and Politics in Central Asia (University of California Press, 2007) (selections)
· Ed Luce, In Spite of the Gods:  The Rise of Modern India (Anchor Books, 2007)
· BBC Coverage of the 2009 Indian Election (online -- see link in "course documents" section of this Blackboard site)
Additional Documents and Materials TBA, to be posted on Blackboard

Grading:  Course grades will be based upon the following:

· 10%  map test

· 60%  annotated diagrams:  institutions and governance  (India, Pakistan,  Afghanistan)

· 30%  final exam (cumulative, take-home)

Course Outline:

Week One:   Contexts

Historical, geographical, and geo-political contexts of South Asian politics; concepts and issues in comparative politics; current events

Week 2:  India

Independence, partition, and the Indian state; Religious politics in India; Political economy and the difference between 'India' and 'Bharat'; India's electoral politics and the election of 2009

Week 3:  Pakistan

Ideas of Pakistan; independence, partition, and the Pakistani state; Pakistan's political geography; army, mosque, and civil society; Issues and dynamics of Pakistan's electoral politics; the disintegrating west

Week 4:  Afghanistan
Afghanistan's 20th century; Afghanistan's political geography; Afghanistan and Pakistan; 9/11, the US, and NATO; issues and dynamics of Afghanistan's electoral politics
Week 5:  Reflections and Conjectures

Statement for Students with Disabilities:

John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility to create an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. 

In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to receive accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). 

Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD coordinator at (216) 397-4967 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. 

After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help them know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience.

About Academic Honesty (from the Undergraduate Bulletin):  

Academic honesty is expected of every student and is essential to the process of education. Plagiarism or other academic dishonesty in a graded assignment will result in a Zero for that assignment, which means a Zero for that part of the course grade.  A second instance of academic dishonesty will result in an “F” (or “WF”) for the course and referral to the Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences for determination of further penalties, such as suspension or expulsion from the University. You have the right to appeal the accusation of academic dishonesty if you believe it to be in error, in which case the Policy and Procedure for Appeal of a Charge of Academic Dishonesty spelled out in the Undergraduate Bulletin will be followed. For PO 241, this means:

Develop your own thinking.  Don’t cheat.  Don’t plagiarize.  

Use proper citations in the work that you turn in.  (If you have any doubts, ask me.)
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