Fall 2008
PO 102.53:   Introduction to Comparative Politics:  Focus on Asia (UCC Div. III, R)
Syllabus
Dr. Mason





                              TR 2:00-3:15 p.m.
Office: AD B-32, x. 4307, pmason@jcu.edu



     Classroom: AD 26 
Office Hours:  W 1:00-3:00 p.m., TR 3:30-4:30 p.m. and by appointment. 
Brief Course Description
PO 102 compares political systems, institutions, issues, and behavior across different countries and cultures, both in order to understand differences among them and also to understand what they, and we, have in common.  This section of PO 102 studies India, China, and Japan with both these goals in mind.  India is the world’s largest electoral democracy and second most populous country.  China is the most populous country and has the world’s fastest growing economy.  Japan has the world’s second largest economy, and is the US’s closest ally in Asia.   We will study their political cultures, systems of government, some of the issues that concern them, and compare them.  We will also consider the evolution of Asia as a region and its changing place in international affairs.

Learning Objectives

By the end of the course, students should have a basic knowledge of the Indian, Chinese, and Japanese political systems, and of Asian regional political dynamics.  Students should also be able to use the conceptual tools learned in this class to analyze aspects of other political systems, including their own. 

Required Books:
· Ramachandra Guha, India after Gandhi: The History of the World’s Largest Democracy (Ecco/HarperCollins 2007)
· Susan L. Shirk, China:  Fragile Superpower (Oxford University Press 2007)
· Kenneth B. Pyle, Japan Rising:  The Resurgence of Japanese Power and Purpose (Public Affairs 2007)
· Plus:  daily newspapers online:

·  India:

· The Asian Age --- www.asianage.com

· The Times of India -- www.timesofindia.indiatimes.com

· India Today -- www.india-today.com

· China:

· Renmin Ribao (People’s Daily) -- www.people.com.cn

· China Daily -- www.chinadaily.com.cn

· Xinhua (New China News Agency) -- www.xinhuanet.com/english

· Japan:

· Asahi Shimbum -- www.asahi.com/english

· Daily Yomiuri -- www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy

· The Japan Times -- www.japantimes.co.jp
Course Grades:  
Course grades will be based upon 3 in-class exams (mixed format), each of which will count 25% of the course grade; and an in-class, cumulative, final exam (mostly essay) which will also count 25% of the course grade.  

Class attendance:  

Students are expected to attend each and every scheduled meeting of PO 102.53 and to be present for the full class period.  Class attendance is important for learning and absenteeism and tardiness, regardless of cause, are a threat to academic achievement.  It is recognized that perfect attendance is not always possible. However, excessive absenteeism and/or excessive tardiness will likely contribute to a lower course grade.  
Accommodations for Students with Documented Disabilities:

John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to receive accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD coordinator at (216) 397-4967 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help them know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience.

Academic Honesty (from the Undergraduate Bulletin):

Academic honesty is expected of every student and is essential to the process of education. Plagiarism or other academic dishonesty in a graded assignment will result in a Zero for that assignment, which means a Zero for that part of the course grade.  A second instance of academic dishonesty will result in an “F” (or “WF”) for the course and referral to the Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences for determination of further penalties, such as suspension or expulsion from the University. You have the right to appeal the accusation of academic dishonesty if you believe it to be in error, in which case the Policy and Procedure for Appeal of a Charge of Academic Dishonesty spelled out in the Undergraduate Bulletin will be followed. 

For PO 102.53, this means:

Develop your own thinking!  Don’t cheat on the tests!  

Other expectations:

•
Please do not use any electronic aids in during class:  laptops, cell phones, pagers, 
other pdas, personal music devices, etc.  

•
Please no baseball caps or other brimmed headwear.

Calendar of Topics/Assigments
Note:  
· We will begin every class period with discussion of news of interest
· We will conclude most class periods with discussion of specific issues from the assigned readings.
Introductory Matters

9/2
Introductory Matters:  What is Comparative Politics?  Why Asia?
9/4
Frameworks for Comparing Political Systems, Processes, and Policies
India

9/9
Mughals, the Raj, and the birth of the Republic (Guha ch. 1, 2, and 6)

9/11
The Indian State (Guha ch. 8, skim ch. 10, read ch. 11)
9/16
Caste and Indian Politics (Guha ch. 14-15)
9/18
Political Parties and Electoral Democracy (Guha ch. 19, 20, 22; skim 18 and 24)
9/23
Issues in Indian Politics: religion, education, development (Guha ch. 26-29)
9/25
India, Pakistan, Kashmir, and Afghanistan (Guha epilogue)
9/30
India, the U.S., and China
10/2
In-class exam 
China 
10/7
History and Political Culture:  Revolution and Reform
10/9
The Party (Shirk ch. 1)
10/14
The State (Shirk ch. 2-3)
10/16
Democratization? (Shirk ch. 4)
10/21
Issues in Chinese Politics:  rural/urban divide, rule of law, and growth 
10/23
The Olympics, Tibet, and Taiwan (Shirk ch. 5, 7)
10/28
China, the U.S., and Japan (Shirk ch. 6, 8, 9)
10/30
In-class exam
Japan

11/4
History and Political Culture:  20th century ruptures and continuities (Pyle, Intro)
11/6
The Constitution (Pyle ch. 1-2)
11/11
Political Culture and Cultural Nationalism (Pyle, ch. 3-4)
11/13
The State, the Economy, and Political Parties (Pyle, ch. 5)
11/18
Issues in Japanese Politics (Pyle, ch. 6-7)
11/20
Japan and its neighborhood:  Japan, Korea, and China (Pyle, ch. 8-9)
11/25
Thanksgiving Holiday

11/27
Thanksgiving Holilday

12/2
Japan’s 21st Century:  Rethinking Security (Pyle, ch. 10-11 and epilogue)
12/4
In-class exam
Concluding Matters

12/9
Regional Issues:  Asia
12/11
Last Day of Class:  Discussion and Concluding Matters
Final Exam:  Thursday, December 18:  3:00-4:50 p.m.  The final exam is cumulative.
