Fall 2008
PO 241.51/EC 299.51

Society, Politics, and Economics:  India

Course Syllabus:  Non-Study Tour

TR 5:00-6:15 p.m.







 Dr. Mason
AD 259





Office: AD B-32, x. 4307, pmason@jcu.edu


      Office Hours:  W 1:00-3:00 p.m., TR 3:30-4:30 p.m. and by appointment 

Brief Course Description and Learning Objectives:

PO 241/EC 299 will explore contemporary political and economic issues and events in India, and the ways that they are intertwined with larger social and cultural patterns in India.  Topics in comparative politics that the course will explore include nationalism, religion and cultural identity, and democratization.  We will also study concepts in political economy as well as economic, development, and business topics in India, and compare India with China in terms of development strategies and education policies.  Over the course of the term, students will develop knowledge and skills that are appropriate to engaged citizenship in an increasingly interdependent world, as well as relevant to continued study in the disciplines of political science and economics.  

Required texts:

· Peter Engardio, ed., Chindia:  How China and India are Revolutionizing Global Business (McGraw-Hill, 2006), paperback.
· Doing Business in India, at:  http://www.doingbusiness.org/ExploreEconomies/?economyid=89
· Charles A. Goldman, Krishna B. Kumar, Ying Liu, Education and the Asian Surge:  A Comparison of the Education Systems in India and China.  Rand Report, at:  http://www.rand.org/pubs/occasional_papers/2008/RAND_OP218.pdf
· Ed Luce, In Spite of the Gods:  The Rise of Modern India (Anchor 2008), paperback.
· Sai Ma and Neeraj Sood, A Comparison of the Health Systems in China and India.  Rand Report, at:  http://www.rand.org/pubs/occasional_papers/2008/RAND_OP212.pdf
· New York Times, “Times Topics:  India” at: http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/india/index.html?scp=1-spot&sq=india&st=cse 
· Additional Readings TBA.
Current Events Discussions:  

We will start every class period with current events discussion, based upon our reading of online newspaper articles from India:

•
www.hindustantimes.com   The Hindustan Times:  New Delhi-based daily.

•
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com The Times of India:  Mumbai-based daily.

•
www.asianage.com  The Asian Age:  New Delhi-based daily.

•
www.deccanherald.com  Deccan Herald:  Bangalore-based daily.

•
www.thehindu.com  The Hindu:  Madras-based daily.

Brief Course Outline:
9/2

Introductory Matters 

9/4-10/2
Issues and Dynamics in Indian Politics and Government
10/7

Test #1:  Indian Politics and Government
10/9-11/11
The Indian Economy and the Business Sector

11/13

Test #2:  Indian Economy and Business Sector
11/18-20
Presentation of Country Projects
11/25-27
Thanksgiving Holiday

12/2-9

Final analyses and discussions
12/18

Final Exam (6:00-7:50 p.m.)
Course Grades:  

Course grades for PO 241/EC 299 will be based upon 2 in-class exams (mixed format), each of which will count 25% of the course grade; a project on a South Asian/Central Asian country, also worth 25% of the course grade; and an in-class, cumulative, final exam (mostly essay) which will count 25% of the course grade.  
Country Project:  

To round out our examination of India, students will prepare and deliver presentations on other countries in South and Central Asia – for example, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Nepal.  Details to follow.  
Class attendance:  

Students are expected to attend each and every scheduled meeting of PO 241/EC 299 and to be present for the full class period.  Class attendance is important for learning and absenteeism and tardiness, regardless of cause, are a threat to academic achievement.  It is recognized that perfect attendance is not always possible. However, excessive absenteeism and/or excessive tardiness will likely contribute to a lower course grade.  

Accommodations for Students with Documented Disabilities:

John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to receive accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD coordinator at (216) 397-4967 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help them know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience.

Academic Honesty (from the Undergraduate Bulletin):

Academic honesty is expected of every student and is essential to the process of education. Plagiarism or other academic dishonesty in a graded assignment will result in a Zero for that assignment, which means a Zero for that part of the course grade.  A second instance of academic dishonesty will result in an “F” (or “WF”) for the course and referral to the Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences for determination of further penalties, such as suspension or expulsion from the University. You have the right to appeal the accusation of academic dishonesty if you believe it to be in error, in which case the Policy and Procedure for Appeal of a Charge of Academic Dishonesty spelled out in the Undergraduate Bulletin will be followed. 

For PO 241/EC 299, this means:

Develop your own thinking!  Don’t cheat on the tests!  Do the best you can on the Country Project – and don’t be afraid to ask for advice!  
