Modern Political Thought: 
Science, Enlightenment, Revolution
PO 342-51

Tuesday and Thursday 2:00pm-3:15pm

Dolan E228

Mindy Peden

Email: mpeden@jcu.edu
Phone: 397-4304

Office Location: Administration Building B05 (Political Science Department)

Office Hours: Tuesday 9:00am-9:30am, Wednesday 9:00am-2:00pm, Thursday 9:00am-9:30am (and by appointment)

This course will critically study political theory in the modern era, with a focus on the themes of science, enlightenment and revolution.  What constitutes the modern era historically, and whether or not it is “over” is a source of controversy that we will examine throughout the semester.  This course emphasizes the rise in the sciences of man, the belief in progress of the mind and society, and the concurrent debates over revolution that are at least partially determined by scientific approaches to the human world.  Thomas Hobbes’s atomistic view of individuals and defense of a social contract continue to influence political thinkers, so we begin with him.  We will then investigate a series of short pieces by Enlightenment thinkers on the value of the Enlightenment as well as specific political and economic debates amongst Enlightenment thinkers.  The approaches of these Enlightenment thinkers is critiqued and simultaneously appropriated by Nietzsche, Marx/Engels, and Dubois.  The latter portion of the course will be devoted to in-depth study of the uneven legacy of the Enlightenment for these three revolutionary thinkers. 

Course Objectives

This course will expose students to the theme of science in political thinking and permit them to interrogate the importance of 18th century debates for our world today.  It will also present the student with an opportunity to synthesize close readings of difficult texts with large-scale historical trends.  The students should be able to identify key political arguments of the modern era and write a sophisticated critical paper by the end of the class.

Requirements for the Course

Students are expected to read the syllabus carefully and plan ahead to be able to do the reading before the date it appears on the syllabus.  This course is reading intensive and much of the reading is quite difficult at first.  As a result, each student will write a weekly response paper, both to record their own reactions to the texts, but also to update the professor as to the level of understanding pre-class.  These weekly response papers will be due on the Tuesday of every week.  Additionally, each student will do one interpretive class presentation (about 15-20 minutes).  The concluding requirement for the course will be a Final, the nature of which will be determined by the professor in consultation with the students in the course (an interpretive essay or take home final).  

The final paper will be evaluated on how well it shows an understanding of the texts, interpretive rigor, originality and depth of thought.  The presentation will be evaluated on how well it displays an understanding of the material, how well it makes links to others readings in the course or ideas from outside the course, interpretive accuracy, and originality.  Participation will be evaluated on thoughtfulness and consistency of contributions (quality not quantity!); what counts as a contribution is flexible and will vary by student.  

Presentations should be around 15-20 minutes long.  The presentation should assume that everyone has done the reading, but should also provide a “reading” of the text.  This means that students should provide textual support for an interpretive argument.  You may write out the presentation, or do it from notes, but in either case attention should be paid to speaking clearly and slowly and making links between passages and ideas in the text that you find difficult, interesting, or particularly enlightening.  Students may choose to use the blackboard, handouts, or PowerPoint, however the instructor values substance over form and would prefer that students spend considerable time thinking about complex ideas rather than skillfully presenting simple ideas or a reiteration of the text.  

Presenters should also come to class with 3-5 discussion questions.  These questions should attempt to make links between various ideas in the text and course, deepen our understanding, or point out anomalies in the argument or style of the author.  Under no condition should discussions questions be easily answered with “yes” or “no” unequivocally.  The best questions will provoke disagreement around interpretation or challenge the class to think beyond the framework of the text.  Students who are discussants may choose to add a question or two to their list following the presentation of another student.  Questions may be distributed by handout, written on the board, or simply asked.  These questions may be discussed one at a time or all at once, at the stated preference of the discussant.  
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**If you do not complete all assignments or miss more than 10 classes, you will automatically fail this class, regardless of your other grades**

 (90-100)A: Outstanding scholarship

(80-89)B: Superior Work

(70-79)C: Average

(60-69)D: Work of lowest passing quality

(59 or below)F: Failure

Plus (+) range is 7-9

Minus (-) range is 0-2

Academic Honesty

Please refer to JCU’s policy on academic honesty, found in the bulletin.  It is my policy to fail any work that is not the student’s own, or which contains unacknowledged citation.  It is also my policy to report such abuse directly to the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences for disciplinary action.  It is the student’s responsibility to contact me personally if questions about how to use the work of other’s in an original assignment come up, and email or office hours can be used for this purpose.   If a student is found to have been academically dishonest in an assignment, they will not only fail the assignment and be reported to the Dean, they will under no conditions be allowed to re-do the assignment.  

Lateness in assignments

All assignments need to be turned in when they are due.  Any missed discussion questions will be counted as failure, because it is crucial that such questions are turned in on the day we will discuss them.  Papers may be turned in late with no penalty ONLY if the student contacts me by email more than 24 hours before the due date and has a legitimate reason for lateness.  Unless I give explicit approval, any late paper will be penalized 3.3 points (on a scale of 100) for each day it is late.  

Attendance Policy

Students are expected to attend all classes.  Because this is a discussion-based course, participation in class discussions are crucial.  Therefore, the attendance policy of this course is that after 2 absences for any reason, the student’s participation grade will be reduced automatically.  For each absence over 2, the participation grade will be reduced by 3.3 points (on a scale of 100).  If a student misses 10 or more classes for any reason, they will automatically fail the course.  

Confidentiality and Safe Space

Because it is so important for students to actively participate in this course, the instructor asks that students consider the classroom to be a safe space.  What this means is that we all agree to hear each other out, especially if we disagree.  It will be helpful to question each other, and perhaps our long-held beliefs.  Because of this it is important that students feel comfortable bringing up whatever issues they think relate, without fear of being ostracized.  Please feel free to question the instructor and other students in constructive and thoughtful ways.    

John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD coordinator, Allison West, at (216) 397-4967 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience. 

Course Timeline
Introduction to Science, Enlightenment, Revolution
9/2 & 9/4

Read: Hobbes’ Leviathan: Hobbes’ Introduction, Of Man (chapters I-VI) 

Pages 81-130 in Penguin Edition of Leviathan     

Atomistic Man Among Men
9/9 & 9/11 

Read: Hobbes’ Leviathan: Of Man (chapters VII-XVI) Pages 130-222 in Penguin Edition of Leviathan    

The Hobbesian Contract I
9/16 & 9/18

Read: Hobbes’ Leviathan: Of Common-Wealth (chapters XVII-XXVI) skip Ch 25 
The Hobbesian Contract II
9/23 & 9/25

Read: Hobbes’ Leviathan: Of Common-Wealth (chapters XXVII-XXXI)

335-408 in Penguin Edition of Leviathan  

Enlightenment and the Science of Man
9/30 & 10/2

Read: Kramnick’s The Portable Enlightenment Reader: The Enlightenment Spirit: an Overview (Kant, d’Alembert, Diderot, Dumarsais, Beaumarchais, Mozart, Condercet), pages 1-26 and Foucault’s “What is Enlightenment” (handout)

The Temple of Reason and the Rise of Equality  
10/7 & 10/9

Read: Kramnick’s The Portable Enlightenment Reader: Reason and Humanity (Locke, Leibnitz, Hume), Reason and Society (Locke, Montesquieu, Rousseau, Paine, Declaration, Frederick the Great, Madison, Declaration, Paine, Godwin), Reason and God (Paine) Pages 185-190, 195-202, 395-416, 424-480, 174-181

Identity and Enlightenment Thought
10/14 & 10/16

Read: Kramnick’s The Portable Enlightenment Reader: Gender and Race (Astell, Paine, Macaulay, Constantia, deGouges, Wollstonecraft, Hume, Kant, Long, Paine, Jefferson), pages 560-568, 586-630, 637-640, 645-649, 657-669  

Morals and Markets
10/21 & 10/23

Read: Kramnick’s Portable Enlightenment Reader: Reason and Humanity (Hutcheson, Smith, Kant, Bentham), Reason and Society (Addison, Franklin, Hume, Quesnay, Turgot, Smith) Pages 275-287, 297-314, 480-515

Introduction to Marx and Engels
10/28 & 10/30

Read: The Marx-Engels Reader: On the Jewish Question, pages 26-52 and The German Ideology pages 146-200

Production and Capitalism
11/4 & 11/6

Read: The Marx-Engels Reader: Capital, Volume One and Volume Three, pages 302-361, 439-442

Revolution
11/11 & 11/13

Read: The Marx-Engels Reader: Manifesto of the Communist Party, Critique of The Gotha Program, After the Revolution, Versus the Anarchists, pages 473-500, 525-548, 728-729

The Science of Morality

11/18 & 11/20

Read: Nietzsche’s Beyond Good and Evil: Preface, Natural history of morals
Thanksgiving

11/25 No Class & 11/27 No Class
Read:  Nietzsche’s Beyond Good and Evil: Epigrams and interludes
Double Consciousness 

12/2 & 12/4

Read:  DuBois’ The Souls of Black Folk, pages 5-104 

Identity and Revolution

12/9 & 12/11

Read: DuBois’ The Souls of Black Folk, pages 104-164

Final paper due 12/18 3pm
