Spring 2007
PO 499: Marxist Thought
AD 25
Tuesday 6:30-9pm 
Mindy Peden, Political Science

Office: AD B05

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 1:30-3:30 and by appointment

Phone: 397-4304

mpeden@jcu.edu
The course
Few thinkers have had more impact on the way so many people have seen the world than Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels.  This course will examine Marxist Thought in terms of its major precursors, its major themes, and the varied impact that Marx’s ideas have had on other thinkers and movements.  The course will examine meanings and understandings of capitalism, the division of labor, the state, imperialism, ideology, hegemony, vanguard and avant-garde, the role of women in Marxist theory, and critical race theory.  It will also situate contemporary critical theory in a rich history that owes much to Marx’s writing.  This course is a seminar that aims to introduce students to some of the major contributions of Marx and those that have read him closely.  Each student will be responsible for coming to class prepared every week to contribute actively to class discussions.  The goal of the course is to familiarize students with major theoretical offshoots of Marx’s thought, but to do that we will have to contextualize his work in the Western tradition.  The course will consider Smith and Hegel as two of Marx’s most significant interlocutors and will then familiarize students with how thinkers ranging from Rosa Luxemburg to Louis Althusser to Charles Mills to Zillah Eisenstein have been indebted to Marx and have in some ways carried on a tradition of thinking that he began.  We will also investigate the limits of Marxist analysis through both internal and external readings of the texts.
Course Requirements

This course involves significant reading and class participation.  Students are divided into two Groups (A & B) in order to facilitate maximum input by everyone.  Each week one group will be responsible for writing 3-5 page critical and reflective papers on the reading for the week.  These papers are due by email to me by 5pm on Monday so that I have a chance to read them before class.  Students in this group may meet and discuss the content of their papers, but each student is responsible for individually writing their own paper.  That week, the other group will be responsible for class discussion.  Two members of the group will be responsible for preparing a presentation on the readings to get us started.  They may work together or split up the readings at their own discretion.  The remaining members of that group are responsible for bringing in 3-5 discussion questions each for the class to consider.  These questions should directly address the text, and where possible they should also make links to other thinkers in the course.  The final assignment for the course will be another short paper that is either a revision of a previous paper or a final reflective piece.
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Grade distribution

Presentation (1)

15%


Papers (7)


50%



Discussion Questions (6)
15%
Final 



15%




Participation 

5%
A: Outstanding scholarship

B: Superior Work

C: Average

D: Work of lowest passing quality

F: Failure

Required Readings

*Most readings are on e-reserve and should be downloaded and printed out at least one week prior to appearing on the syllabus

Mills, Charles.  From Class to Race (Rowman and Littlefield)
Essential Works of Lenin (Dover Publications)

Antonio Gramsci Reader (New York University Press)

Marx-Engels Reader (W.W. Norton and Company)
Supplementary (not required)

Mao’s Quotations (China Books)

Confidentiality and Safe Space

Because it is so important for students to actively participate in this course, the instructor asks that students consider the classroom to be a safe space.  What this means is that we all agree to hear each other out, especially if we disagree.  It will be helpful to question each other, and perhaps our long-held beliefs.  Because of this it is important that students feel comfortable bringing up whatever issues they think relate, without fear of being ostracized.  Please feel free to question the instructor and other students.  

Plagiarism

The instructor has no tolerance for plagiarism.  Please read the student handbook for the university’s policy on plagiarism.  If a student is nervous that something may constitute plagiarism, it likely does.  We will talk more extensively about plagiarism before the paper is due.  Plagiarism will result in a failing grade for the assignment and being reported to the appropriate Dean for disciplinary action.

John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD coordinator, Allison West, at (216) 397-4967 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience. 

Course Timetable (Revised)
1/16 Introduction
1/23 Contextualizing Marx 
Read: Smith and Hegel (e-reserve)
Group A: Papers
Group B: Discussion 

1/30 Marx I
Read: Marx-Engels Reader 53-65 (“Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy or Right: Introduction”) and Marx-Engels Reader 66-125 (“Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844”)

Group A: Discussion
Group B: Papers

2/6 Marx II
Marx-Engels Reader 143-145 (“Theses on Feuerbach”), Marx-Engels Reader 302-336, 388-403 (excerpts from Capital) and Marx-Engels Reader 469-500 (“Manifesto of the Communist Party”)
Group A: Papers

Group B: Discussion 

2/13 Imperialism 
Read: Luxemburg 368-418, 454-467 (e-reserve) and Lenin 177-270

Group A: Discussion

Group B: Papers

2/20 The vanguard party
Read: Lenin 53-175 
Group A: Papers

Group B: Discussion 

2/27 Lenin and Gramsci
Read: Lenin 272-364 and Gramsci 189-221 (Chapter VI)
Group A: Discussion

Group B: Papers

Spring Break

3/13 Hegemony
Read: Gramsci 222-274, 323-378 (Chapters VII, VIII, XI, XII)

Group A: Papers

Group B: Discussion 

3/20 Gramsci and Marxist Theory

Read: excerpts from Gramsci and Marxist Theory (Introduction, Mouffe, Buci-Glucksmann) (e-reserve or handout)
Group A: Discussion

Group B: Papers

3/27 Ideology
Read: Althusser (e-reserve) and Marx-Engels Reader 146-200 (“The German Ideology”)
Group A: Papers

Group B: Discussion 
4/3 Dialectic of Enlightenment
Read: Adorno and Horkheimer 3-42, 120-167 (e-reserve)
Group A: Discussion

Group B: Papers

4/17 Visual Culture 
Read: Benjamin (e-reserve), Susan Buck-Morss “Envisioning Capital: Political Economy on Display” Critical Inquiry 21 (Winter 1995), and interview with Susan Buck-Morss in Art Journal (handout)
Group A: Papers

Group B: Discussion 

4/24 Marx and Feminism
Read: “With and Against Marx” 93-146 (e-reserve) and Zillah Eisenstein “Constructing a Theory of Capitalist Patriarchy and Socialist Feminism” Critical Sociology 25, 2/3
Group A: Discussion

Group B: Papers

5/1 Race instead of class

Read: Mills 121-249
All: Discussion 
