HP 101-53: Justice and Democracy in a Global Context 

Spring 2006

Tu Th 9:30-10:45 

BR 32

Bob Kolesar and Mindy Peden

Contact information for instructors

Bob Kolesar, History and Honors Program

Office: Honors House (2nd house south of tennis courts on S. Belvoir)  
Phone: 397-4559
Fax: 397-4175

E-mail: rkolesar@jcu.edu
Hours: M, T, W, & Th 11:00-1:00, and by appointment 

Mindy Peden, Political Science

Office: AD B05

Phone: 397-4304
Fax 216-397-1738 
E-mail:mpeden@jcu.edu

Office Hours: Tu & Th 12:15-2pm and by appointment

Course Overview

This course is about the relationship between American democracy and its “others.”  Our focus will be American Foreign Policy from the perspective of the relationships between democracy, imperialism and empire.  As such, this course examines the American experiment in light of historical tensions between immigration, expansionism, equality, freedom, and globalization.  This course is interdisciplinary, emphasizing both historical and political-theoretic perspectives.  Students are expected to see the way in which different methodologies and disciplines deal with the topic at hand. From an historical perspective we will examine primary source documents centered on American expansionism, immigration policy, and national identity.  From a political-theoretic perspective we will examine the tension between “democracy” and imperialism or empire, using primary theoretical materials as well as contemporary theoretical perspectives.  As an honors seminar, superior participation and involvement by students is expected.  

Requirements for the Course

Students are expected to complete all reading on time in order to discuss in class.  Students will be required to do one small group presentation (2-3 people) during the week of April 14-16 on primary source material regarding the anti-imperialist movement.  In addition each student will do an individual presentation on the day’s reading at some point during the semester.  These presentations should be 5-10 minutes long and should involve raising 3-4 discussion questions for the class.  There will be an in-class midterm, one short (4-5 pages) paper and a take-home final exam.  We also may ask students to participate in out-of-class activities (speakers, films, etc) during the semester that will be brought to bear on the themes of the course.  Students will be evaluated on their oral and written work as well as the sophistication of their contribution to the course.  We will take into account any improvement over the semester when calculating final grades for the course.

Honors students taking this course may petition for an exemption from a University Core requirement in Division II (History) or Division III (Political Science).  The petition must be submitted by the end of the second week of the course.  If the course is used for an exemption from a core requirement, it must be taken as graded course.  If not, the final grade will be graded on a “pass-fail” basis (C- and below will not qualify for a “P” grade).
Required Books

Hofstadter, Richard and Beatrice Hofstadter, editors.  Great Issues in American History Volume III: From Reconstruction to the Present Day, 1864-1981.  New York: Vintage Books, 1982.

Jacobson, Matthew Frye.  Barbarian Virtues: The United States Encounters Foreign peoples at Home and Abroad, 1876-1917.  New York: Hill and Wang, 2000.

Johnson, Chalmers.  Sorrows of Empire: Militarism, Secrecy, and the End of the Republic.  New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2004.  

Grade distribution

2 presentations


15%

Midterm



20%

Paper




25%

Final




30%

Participation



10%

Confidentiality and Safe Space
Because it is so important for students to actively participate in this course, the instructors ask that students consider the classroom to be a safe space.  What this means is that we all agree to hear each other out, especially if we disagree.  It will be helpful to question each other, and perhaps our long-held beliefs.  Because of this it is important that students feel comfortable bringing up whatever issues they think relate, without fear of being ostracized.  Please feel free to question the instructor and other students.  

Plagiarism
The instructors have no tolerance for plagiarism.  Please read the student handbook for the university’s policy on plagiarism.  If a student is nervous that something may constitute plagiarism, it likely does.  We will talk more extensively about plagiarism before the paper is due.  Plagiarism will result in a failing grade for the assignment and being reported to the appropriate Dean for disciplinary action.

Documented Disabilities
John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities. Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the office of Services for Students with Disabilities at (216) 397-4967 if you have any questions or to set up an appointment to meet with the coordinator, Allison West. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register with Student Disability Services at your earliest convenience. 

Course Schedule (subject to some change)

Week 1

1/17 
Introduction to the course

1/19  
“Theories of Imperialism” in Hunt, E.K. History of Economic Thought: A Critical Perspective.  Armonk, New York: M.E. Sharpe, 2002. (handout)
Week 2

1/24 
Johnson, Prologue and Chapters 1 and 2, and texts on Apocalypse Now
1/26 
Watch Apocalypse Now
Week 3

1/31 
Watch Apocalypse Now
2/2 
1. Declaration of independence

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/declare.htm
2. The Federalist Papers 10 

http://www.constitution.org/fed/federa10.htm
3. Ben Franklin “There never was a good war” (handout)

4. Jefferson’s “Notes on the state of Virginia” (handout)

Week 4

2/7 
Pericles “Funeral oration”
http://www.constitution.org/gr/pericles_funeral_oration.htm
2/9 
Excerpts from Tocqueville’s Democracy in America (handout)

Week 5

2/14 
Jacobson, Introduction and Chapter 1-2

2/16 
Presentations on Anti-imperialism site(http://www.boondocksnet.com/ai/index.html) and Hofstadter 171-223

 
Week 6

2/21 
Jacobson, Chapter 3-4

2/23 
Presentations, continued

 
Week 7

2/28 
Jacobson, Chapter 5-6, Conclusion
3/2  

In-class exam 

Spring Break
Week 8

3/14 
Watch "The Hunt for Pancho Villa"

3/16 
Reading TBA
Week 9

3/21 
Hofstadter, Part VII, 376-435

3/23 

Hofstadter, Part VII, 376-435

Week 10

3/28 
Hofstadter, Part IX, 535-585

3/30 

Hofstadter, Part IX, 535-585

Week 11

4/4 
Huntington, Samuel. “The Clash of Civilizations” Foreign Affairs Summer 1993, v72, n3 (handout)

4/6 
Barber, Benjamin. “Jihad vs. Mc World” Atlantic Monthly March 1992 (handout)

Week 12

4/11 
Johnson, Chapter 3  
Paper Due

Week 13

4/20 
Johnson, Chapters 4-6

Week 14

4/25 
Johnson, Chapters 7-9

4/27 
Johnson, Chapter 10

Week 15

5/2 
1. Bush, George W.  “National Security Strategy” http://www.whitehouse.gov/nsc/nss.pdf
2. Hoffmann, Stanley, “The High and the Mighty: Bush’s National Security Strategy and the new American Hubris,” The American Prospect (Jan 13, 2003) (handout)  
5/4 Review and conclusion

5/9 Take-home Final Exam due
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