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Course Description

This course has two purposes.  At the most basic level, it will explore the interplay between law and popular culture as represented by film.  Law draws upon the materials of popular culture just as popular culture draws upon the materials of law.  It is appropriate, therefore, for us to ask to what extent and in what ways do law and popular culture reflect and/or influence each other.  At a more theoretical level, it will explore important themes in the study of law and judicial politics, including the relationship between law and justice, the practice of law, and the role of courts and trials in a political system.  

Students should expect to develop a more in-depth understanding of these issues as well as a better appreciation of the cultural and political significance of the way that law, lawyers, and judges and depicted in the movies.

Although this class is interested in the production circumstances surrounding films, the course will not offer nor expect substantial knowledge/ training in the aesthetic appreciation of movies.

Course Readings
There is NO required text for this class.  
However, there is required reading available through two sources:

1) Handouts.  These readings are noted in the schedule below by double asterisks (**).
2)
Blackboard folder 
named on-line readings (under course documents).  These 
readings are noted in the schedule below by double carrots (^^). 
Course Requirements
Midterm






25%

Term Paper






25%

Final exam






25%

Class Participation





25%

Midterm
There will be a take-home midterm due no later than the beginning of class on Monday, July 9, with questions handed out on Thursday, July 5.  This exam is worth 25% of your course grade.
Term Paper
A 9-10 page term paper will be due at the beginning of class on Thursday, July 12.  The paper topic must be approved by July 2.  In this paper I expect you to go beyond the course material and examine themes in films that we will not be watching in class.  The paper must include at least three films we have not viewed in class and at least four serious academic/ law review articles that address either the movies or the themes addressed by the movies.  This paper is worth 25% of your course grade.  

Some possible topics:

· Male and Female Lawyers in the Movies
· Gender (or Race) Relations in Courtroom Films

· When Bad Cops are Treated as Good Cops

· Depictions of Sexual Harassment (or Rape) in the Movies

· Military Justice in Hollywood Movies
· Law and Lawyers in Grisham Movies

· Organized Crime v. The Law
· Hollywood and the First Amendment

*****Please note that you are required to submit both a hard copy and electronic copy of your take home midterm AND term paper.  Electronic copies should be submitted to mydropbox.com, which is John Carroll’s plagiarism detection system.  Our class login is: 71593 and the password is PO395. 
Final Exam
An in-class final will be held on Thursday, July 19.  A study guide for the final will be posted on-line the day before the exam.  This exam is worth 25% of your course grade.

Class Participation

I expect active and informed involvement in class discussion by all students.  This does not mean that you have to come to class with a fully developed point of view about every issue addressed in the reading.  It does, however, mean that you need to complete the assigned readings prior to class and come prepared with thoughts or questions in response to those readings.  No one will be penalized for being wrong or imprecise, for expressing uncertainty or frustration, or for changing their minds.  But it should be clear that you are trying, that you have dome the readings and are working toward a mastery of the material.  It is my hope that classroom discussions will help you develop thoughtful points of view about the issues we will be addressing and help you defend those points of view persuasively. 
Course Policies
Attendance

 Class participation is a vital component of this class; therefore, attendance is both critical and required.  Attendance will be taken each class period, and students who miss more than one class will find their final grades reduced by 1/3 of a letter grade for each additional absence over the one-class limit.  In contrast, students with perfect attendance records whose final grades fall in a gray zone on the border between grades will be rewarded for regular attendance.  It is your responsibility to make arrangements with a responsible classmate to obtain notes for missed classes.

Blackboard

Blackboard is an online educational site, which enables more efficient communication between students and faculty.  I will utilize it throughout the semester for a variety of purposes including making class announcements, clarifying class discussions, presenting review documents and submitting grades.  Checking the class site on a daily basis is essential for success in the class so if you are not familiar with how Blackboard works, please take a few minutes to explore it.

Grading

In general, I use the following scale to assign grades:

93-100  = A


73-76.9 = C



90-92.9 = A-


70-72.9 = C-



87-89.9 = B+


67-69.9 = D+


83-86.9 = B


63-66.9 = D



80-82.9 = B-


< 62.9   = F



77-79.9 = C+

Late Assignments 

 Late term papers will be penalized one grade for each day they are late.  Exceptions to this policy must be cleared in advance and can only be granted when students present documentation of exceptional circumstances.
Academic Honesty

Academic misconduct, as defined by the University in the Undergraduate Bulletin, will not be tolerated.  All of the work you do in this course is expected to be your own.  Absolutely no cheating or plagiarism (using someone else’s ideas without proper citation) will be tolerated.  Any cases of cheating or plagiarism will result in a zero on the assignment, and will be reported to the Dean.
Disability

John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD coordinator, Allison West, at (216) 397-4967 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience. 
Office Hours 

If you find yourself experiencing any difficulties with the course materials or assignments, you should speak with me as soon as possible.  Taking corrective steps early is a strategy that promotes mastery of the material and a desirable outcome in terms of your grade.  In addition, please feel free to stop by to discuss any other course-related concerns or feedback you might have. 

Course Schedule
The following represents an approximate calendar of class discussions.  Every attempt will be made to adhere to this schedule.  However, departures from the schedule may occur depending on class progress and will be announced in class and on Blackboard. 

SUGGESTION:
Don’t read the movie summaries (such as those found in Reel Justice) 



until after watching the movie!
_____________________________________________________________________________

June  18:
Course Introduction—Law and Justice 
· Handouts on How to “read” a film
· Kit R. Roane. 2005  “Special Report: The CSI Effect.” U.S. News and World  Report. April 25, 2005.



In-Class Movie:  The Ox-Bow Incident (1943).



Reading to be completed before next class:
· Reel Justice on The Ox-Bow Incident **

· Robert Louis Felix , “The Ox-Bow Incident,” Legal Studies Forum Volume 24 (2000) ^^
· Chase, Movies on Trial, “Introduction,” pp. xi-xx and Chapter 1: “Legal Visibility: Finding and Looking at Law,”  pp.1-31 **
· Asimow and Mader, Law and Popular Culture, Preface and Ch.1: “Introduction to Law and Popular Culture,” pp. 3-15 **
June 20:
Law and Power




In-Class Movie: 
Breaker Morant (1980).



Reading to be completed before next class:
· Reel Justice on Breaker Morant **

· Drew L. Kershen, “Breaker Morant,” Oklahoma City University Law Review 22 (Spring 1997): 107-127. ^^

· Robert Cover, “Violence and the World,” Yale Law Journal 95 (1986): 1601-1629 ^^

June 21:
Law and Morality




In-Class Movie:
Judgment at Nuremberg (1961).




Reading to be completed before next class:
· Reel Justice on Judgment at Nuremberg**
· * David M. Adams, “What is Law?,” in Philosophical Problems in the Law, 2nd ed. (Belmont: Wadsworth, 1996), pp.2-5; Robert H. Jackson, “Opening Address for the United States, Nuremberg Trials,” ibid., pp.5-12; and Charles E. Wyzanski, Jr., “Nuremberg: A Fair Trial?,” ibid., 12-18. ^^
· Chase, Movies on Trial, Ch. 6: “Films of Comparative Law and Politics: Germany,” pp.133-157 (focus on pp.146-52). **

June 25:
Legal Education




In-Class Movie:
The Paper Chase (1973).




Reading to be completed before next class:
· Asimow and Mader, Law and Popular Culture, Ch.6: “Legal Education,” pp.83-97 **
· Orin S. Kerr, “The Decline of the Socratic Method at Harvard,” Nebraska Law Review 78 (1999): 113-134. ^^
· Alexis de Tocqueville, “The Temper of the Legal Profession in the United States, and How It Serves as a Counterpoise to Democracy,” reprinted at     http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/DETOC/1_ch16.htm. ^^
June 27:
The Lawyer as Hero




In-Class Movie:  To Kill a Mockingbird (1962).




Reading to be completed before next class:
· Reel Justice on To Kill a Mockingbird. **
· Asimow and Mader, Law and Popular Culture, Ch.3: “Lawyers as Heroes,” pp.31-45 **
· Michael Asimow, “When Lawyers Were Heroes,” University of San Francisco Law Review, vol. 30 (Summer 1996):1131-1138 (part of the symposium entitled “Picturing Justice”) ^^
· John Jay Osborn, Jr., “Atticus Finch – The End of Honor: A Discussion of To Kill a Mockingbird,” University of San Francisco Law Review, vol. 30 (Summer 1996): 1139-1142 ^^ 

· Michael Asimow, “Bad Lawyers in the Movies,” Nova Law Review, vol.24 (Winter 2000):533-591. ^^

June 28:
The Defense Attorney in the Adversarial System




In-Class Movie:  Anatomy of a Murder (1959)



Reading to be completed before next class:
· Reel Justice on Anatomy of a Murder **
· Asimow and Mader, Law and Popular Culture, Ch.2: “The Adversary System and the Courtroom Genre,” pp.17-30 **
· John Denvir, “The Ecstasy and the Agony,” from the Picturing Justice website, at http://www.usfca.edu/pj/mytake-denvir.htm ^^
· Abbe Smith, “Defending Defending: The Case for Unmitigated Zeal on Behalf of People Who Do Terrible Things,” Hofstra Law Review 28 (2000):925-961. ^^

July 2:

Evolution on Trial



In-Class Movie:  Inherit the Wind (1960).



Reading to be completed before next class:
· Reel Justice on Inherit the Wind **

· Explore website on the “Scopes Monkey Trial” at http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/scopes/scopes.htm
· Margaret Talbot, “Darwin in the Dock” ^^

· Kitzmiller v. Dover Area School District (2005) ^^

July 5:

Juries




In-Class Movie:  Twelve Angry Men (1957).




Reading to be completed before next class:
· Reel Justice on Twelve Angry Men; 

· Asimow and Mader, Law and Popular Culture, Ch.9: “The Criminal Jury,” pp.133-148 

· Bill Nichols, “The Unseen Jury,” University of San Francisco Law Review, vol. 30 (Summer 1996):1055-1064 ^^ 

· Alexis de Tocqueville, “Trial by Jury in the United States Considered as a Political Institution,” reprinted at http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/DETOC/1_ch16.htm ^^ 

· Jeffrey Rosen, “After ‘One Angry Woman’,” University of Chicago Legal Forum 1998:179-195 ^^ 

· Carol J. Clover, “Movie Juries.” DePaul Law Review 48:389.

July 9:

Women and the Law




In-Class Movie:  Adam’s Rib (1949).



Reading to be completed before next class:



TBA

July 11:
Due Process v. Crime Control




In-Class Movie:  Minority Report  (2002).




Reading to be completed before next class:
· Chase, Movies on Trial, Chapter 3: “Criminal-Law Films: Crime-Control Versus Due-Process Cinema,” pp.67-103 **
· Robert Batey, “Minority Report and the Law of Attempt,” Ohio State Journal of Criminal Law 1 (Spring 2004):689-698. ^^
· Suzanne E. Spaulding, “Power Play: Did Bush Roll Past the Legal Stop Signs?,” Washington Post, Dec. 25, 2005, B01. ^^

· Congressional Research Service, “Presidential Authority to Conduct Warrantless Electronic Surveillance to Gather Foreign Intelligence Information,” at http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/intel/m010506.pdf. ^^

July 12:
Law Firms in the Movies




In-Class Movie:  The Verdict  (1982).




Reading to be completed before next class:
· Reel Justice on The Verdict ** 

· Asimow and Mader, Law and Popular Culture, Ch.4: “Lawyers as Villains,” pp.47-63 **
· Michael Asimow, “Embodiment of Evil: Law Firms in the Movies,” 48 UCLA Law Review 1339 (Aug. 2001) ^^

· Chase, Movies on Trial, Chapter 4: “Civil-Law Films: The Cinema of Tort Liability,” pp.104-119 **

July 16:
Litigation or Regulation?




In-Class Movie:  A Civil Action (1998).



Reading to be completed before next class:
· Michael Asimow, “In Toxic Tort Litigation, Truth Lies at the Bottom of a Bottomless Pit,” at http://www.usfca.edu/pj/articles/Civil_Action-Asimow.htm ^^
· Rob Waring, “A Civil Action: Another Government Bailout?,” at http://www.usfca.edu/pj/articles/Civil_Action-Waring.htm ^^ 

· Jenny Hoffman, “A Civil Action: A Law Student’s View,” at http://www.usfca.edu/pj/articles/Civil_Action-Waring.htm ^^ 

· Jeffrey L. Rensberger, “Asbestos and the Limits of Litigation,” South Texas Law Review 44 (Fall 2003):1013-1035 ^^
· Chase, Movies on Trial, Chapter 7: “Popular Culture, Legal Genre, Realism,” pp.158-181 **

July 18: 
The Death Penalty




In-Class Movie:  Dead Man Walking (1996)




Last Readings:
· Roberta M. Harding. 1996. “Celluloid Death: Cinematic Depictions of Capital Punishment.” University of San Francisco Law Review 30: 1143.

· Carole Shapiro. 1996. “Do or Die: Does Dead Man Walking Run?” University of San Francisco Law Review 30: 1143.
