Political Science 300
Political Science Research Methods

Professor Sara Schiavoni						Spring 2010
Office:  AD  B04							TTh  2:00-3:15
Email: sschiavoni@jcu.edu						Phone: 397-4306
Office hours: TTh 9:30-10:30

TA: Maggie Antonelli	Comment by Sara Schiavoni: When and where do  you want your office hours?
Email: mantonelli10@jcu.edu
Drop by hours: MW 1-2 PM
Meeting room: Library basement
Cell:  216-288-0070
________________________________________________________________________

Course Description

	This course provides an introduction to both research design and data analysis in political science.  The goal of the course is to familiarize students with many of the challenges that political scientists encounter in their efforts to make sense of political phenomena as well as some of the basic techniques that are used to meet these challenges.  Even more fundamentally, I hope to teach you how to critically evaluate the political information you come in contact with every day whether it be in newspaper coverage of elections, political speeches or political commentators’ analysis of political controversies.  Statistics are often used in these forums to relay political information succinctly, thus it is important to understand statistics in order for us to become astute consumers of political information.

	The first part of the course will focus on research design.  The process of political inquiry begins with asking the right questions in the correct fashion.  Thus, in this part of the course we will learn how to conduct research using the scientific method.  This will entail learning how to develop good hypotheses, make valid inferences, operationalize concepts, and transmit our findings to others.  By the end of this section I hope to have convinced you that numbers are often helpful in examining political phenomena.  Consequently, the second and longer section of the course will introduce students to statistics.  We will cover types of data collection, sampling, central tendency and variation, measures of association, and even regression analysis. Students will also gain hands-on experience in the analysis of data through in-class computer exercises in the computer lab.  The emphasis of this course will be on the quantitative study of political science, however, a background in statistics, computing, or advanced mathematics is not required.







Course Materials:

The following books are required reading and are available for purchase from the bookstore:

Pollock, Philip H.  The Essentials of Political Analysis (3rd edition) 2008 

Pollock, Philip H.  An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis (3rd edition) 2008
(Workbook for homework assignments)

Gonick, Larry and Woolcott Smith. 1993 The Cartoon Guide to Statistics. New York, NY; HarperPerennial. (Optional)  I recommend the Gonick and Smith book as a helpful and cute little supplement to learning statistics.  

Additionally, I will periodically hand out supplemental readings in class.  Please note that I expect you to have the required reading completed BEFORE each class. 

Computing Resources: Students should have access to a scientific calculator for their exams and homework assignments.  In addition, we will use SPSS in this class.  All of the computers in our classroom are equipped with this program as well as most of the other computers around campus.  We will discuss this statistical software package as we approach the second half of the semester.

Student Responsibilities and Assignments

To succeed in politics (and in all professional life), it is most helpful to be able to write clearly and to speak persuasively.  You will also thrive if you develop substantive knowledge and the ability to think analytically.  In this course, the assignments are structured to develop these four skills:  writing, speaking, analysis, and the ability to synthesize knowledge.

Attendance
	
Attendance is formally incorporated into the calculation of your grade as follows.  Every student may be absent two times without explanation.  Any further absences will result in the lowering of the final grade by two points for every absence.  I understand that this may seem strict but attendance is the most essential element for successful completion of the course requirements for several reasons.  First, some additional material will be presented in class that cannot be found in the texts.  That is, some of the information that you will responsible for will be available only through lectures. Second, assignments will be handed out and collected at various times throughout the semester, sometimes on short notice, and those not attending class regularly will not receive, not be allowed to make up, these assignments.

Homework and Computer Exercises

Homework will be assigned regularly and it is to your benefit that you complete each problem assigned.  There is a strong correlation between those students that do the homework regularly and those students that do well in this class. All statistics assignments should be completed using a pencil, lined notebook paper and calculator.  You should show all your work to assure that you get partial credit. 

Completion of the computer exercises in the workbook will help greatly with the analysis portion of your research paper.  Please be sure to read the workbook chapter BEFORE the class in which we will be working on the computer as it will enable you to finish the assignment during class.  In addition, please be selective about what output you print for the computer exercises as JCU recently implemented a new policy on campus printing.

(Note on homework/computer assignments: Feel free to work with your classmates on the assignments.  Working together can be very beneficial for learning and understanding the material.  However, you must do your own work.  That is, while you can work together, the final product that you hand in must be your own.)


Analytic Paper—“W” Designation

In addition to the computer assignments and homework, you will write your own research paper.  As this class fulfills the W designation required for graduation, and W stands for writing, there is a significant writing component to this class.  Students will be required to submit three iterations of a paper to fulfill course requirements.  Each of the three (3) drafts will be submitted to the professor, however substantive comments will be solicited through the peer review process as well. Each iteration must address the Professor’s comments on the previous draft as well as significantly and meaningfully improve the quality of the paper (narrowly responding to the Professor’s comments is not sufficient to receive full credit).  Details about this are attached at the end of the syllabus.  Please note that you are required to submit both hard and electronic copies of your papers.  Electronic copies should be submitted through SafeAssign, which is John Carroll’s plagiarism detection system.  Instructions explaining how to use SafeAssign can be found here: http://wiki.safeassign.com/display/SAFE/Submit+a+Paper+to+a+SafeAssignment

Blackboard

Blackboard is an online educational site, which enables more efficient communication between students and faculty.  I will utilize it throughout the semester for a variety of purposes including making class announcements, organizing small groups for class projects, clarifying class discussions, presenting review documents and submitting grades.  Checking the class site on a daily basis is essential for success in the class so if you are not familiar with how Blackboard works, please take a few minutes to explore it.


Course Policies

Grading

Besides those listed above, the course requirements include a midterm exam as well as a non-comprehensive final exam.  The midterm exam is scheduled for Thursday, March 11 and the final is scheduled for Thursday, May 13, 1:00-2:50.   The exams will be comprised of multiple choice questions and computational exercises and study guides will be distributed the week before the exam.

Final course grades will be calculated as follows:
	
		Computer exercises and homework			25%
		Midterm exam						20%
		Research Paper					30%
		Final exam						25%



In general, I use the following scale to assign final grades:
93-100  = A			73-76.9 = C
		90-92.9 = A-			70-72.9 = C-
		87-89.9 = B+			67-69.9 = D+
		83-86.9 = B			63-66.9 = D
		80-82.9 = B-			< 62.9   = F
		77-79.9 = C+

Late Assignments and Missed Exams

To receive full credit homework assignments and computer exercises must be turned in during the class period in which they are due and will be penalized one grade for each day they are late.   However, because homework and computer assignments constitute such a substantial portion of your grade, late assignments, regardless of how late they are, may be turned in for half credit. Failure to take exams at the scheduled time will result in a grade of zero.  Exceptions to this policy must be cleared in advance and can only be granted when students present documentation of exceptional circumstances.

Academic Honesty
	
Academic misconduct, as defined by the University in the Undergraduate Bulletin, will not be tolerated.  All of the work you do in this course is expected to be your own.  Absolutely no cheating or plagiarism (using someone else’s ideas without proper citation) will be tolerated.  Any cases of cheating or plagiarism will result in a zero on the assignment, and will be reported to the Dean.

Disability
	
John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD office at (216) 397-4967 or jsberna@jcu.eduif you have any questions or to set up an appointment with the coordinator.  After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience. 

Electronic Device Policy

Please turn off all electronic devices before class begins.  Do not simply put your phone on vibrate as sound of the vibration can cause a disturbance to those sitting around you.  If your cell phone rings during class, or if you decide to text during class, I will ask you to leave the class for the remainder of the period and will deduct one point from your final grade.

Office Hours 
 
If you find yourself experiencing any difficulties with the course materials or assignments, you should speak with me as soon as possible.  Taking corrective steps early is a strategy that promotes mastery of the material and a desirable outcome in terms of your grade.  In addition, please feel free to stop by to discuss any other course-related concerns or feedback you might have. If my regular office hours are inconvenient for you, we can arrange an appointment that fits into your schedule.

Course Schedule 

The following represents an approximate calendar of class discussions.  Every attempt will be made to adhere to this schedule.  However, departures from the schedule may occur depending on class progress and will be announced in class and on Blackboard. (The readings listed for each class period are those we will be discussing in that class and should therefore be read sometime before class begins.)

I. Introduction to Political Analysis: An Introduction to Inquiry

		January 19		Welcome- 
					Companion, Chapter  1	Comment by sschiavoni: Maggie, we need to make sure to add an announcement on Blackboard, well in advance of the first day, letting them know they need to come to class with Chapter 1 in the Companion (workbook) read as we’ll go over the dataset intro the first day.
					Take political survey at:

			http://idealog.org/en/quiz/4068a4f1

January 21		The Science of Politics—The Scientific Method
			Read:	Essentials, Introduction
		
II. 	The Structuring of Inquiry:  Method and Measurement

January 26/28		Concepts, Variables and Hypotheses	Comment by sschiavoni: January 26, Exercise #1 due-- Understanding scientific knowledge	Comment by sschiavoni: January 28, Hand  out Exercise #2; Hypotheses, Concepts and Variables
			Read:	Essentials, pp. 7-13, pp. 44-54, pp.81-90

February 2/4		Measurement	Comment by sschiavoni: February 2, Exercise #2 due; Hypotheses, Concepts and Variables	Comment by sschiavoni: February 2, Hand out Segal and Cover HW assignment
			Read: Essentials, pp. 13-30



III.	Modes of Observation:  Collecting Data

		February 9		Observation	

		February 11		Experiments/Non-Experimental Designs
					Read: Essentials, pp. 72-81

		February 16		Document Analysis/ Interviewing and Surveys	Comment by sschiavoni: February 16, Paper Proposal due
				
					
IV.	Univariate Data Analysis

		February 18		Frequencies, Charts, Measures of Central Tendency	Comment by sschiavoni: February 18, Hand out Frequency Distributions and CT HW	Comment by sschiavoni: FRIDAY, February, 19, Frequency Distributions and Central Tendency HW due 
					Read:	Essentials, pp. 30-42

		February 23		Dispersion/ Measures of Variability

		February 25		Computer Day (Chapter 2) 
					Read: Companion, Chapter 2				Comment by sschiavoni: Workbook, Chapter 2 due no later than 5:00 PM Friday, February 26
						
					SPRING BREAK
					
		March 9 		Catch Up and Review 
						
		March 11		Midterm Exam
					Read and complete Companion, Chapter 3
					Required, but extra credit 

						
V.	Bivariate Data Analysis

		March 16		Cross-tabulations	Comment by sschiavoni: March 16, Hand out cross-tab HW	Comment by sschiavoni:  Bring to class Cross tab example to do together (city size/ mass transit)
					Read:	Essentials, pp. 54-67
	
March 18		Computer Day (Chapter 4)	Comment by sschiavoni: March 18, Cross-tab HW due	Comment by sschiavoni:  Workbook, Chapter 4 due no later than 5:00 PM, Monday, March 22.	Comment by sschiavoni: Friday, March 19, Literature Review due
			Read: Companion, Chapter 4

March 23		Controlled Comparisons—
			Cross-tabs with layers
			(Partial Computer Day)
			Read: Essentials, Chapter 5
			          Companion, Chapter 5

March 25		Measures of Association	Comment by sschiavoni:  Workbook, Chapter 5 due no later than 5:00 PM, Wednesday, March 24,
			Read:	Essentials, pp. 144-151

March 30		Sampling Inference and Z-scores	Comment by sschiavoni: March 30, Handout Z-score HW	Comment by sschiavoni: March 30, Be sure to bring photocopies of all tables to distribute to class AND Z-score practice exercise (baseball)
			Read: 	Essentials, Chapter 6

April  1/6 		no class	Comment by Sara Schiavoni: TUESDAY, April 6 Z-score HW due

April  8		Hypothesis Testing	Comment by sschiavoni: April 8, Hand out 8.2-8.6 (z/t and confidence interval HW)

		April 13		Hypothesis Testing (continued)	
			
April 15		Tests of Significance- Chi-Square
			Read:	Essentials, pp. 130-144

April 20		Computer Day (Chapter 7)	Comment by sschiavoni: April 20, Hand out Chi-Square HW	Comment by sschiavoni: Workbook, Chapter 7 due no later than 5:00 PM, Wednesday , April 21.

			Read: Companion, Chapter 7


April 22		Tests of Significance (Two sample t- tests)		Comment by sschiavoni: April 22, Hand out 9.1-9.3 (two-sample t) HW

V.	Multivariate Data Analysis
		
		April 27		Computer Day (Chapter 6)	Comment by sschiavoni: WEDNESDAY, April 28, 9.1-9.3 (two-sample t) HW due	Comment by sschiavoni: April 27, Second draft of paper due

					Read: Companion, Chapter 6

		April 29		Correlation and Linear Regression 	Comment by sschiavoni: Workbook, Chapter 6 due no later than 5:00 PM, Friday, April 30.
					Read:	Essentials, Chapter 8

		May 4			Computer Day or Homework Review Day

		May 6 			Catch-Up and Review

	Final Exam 			Thursday, May 13 -- 1:00-2:50
	
					
