PO 319                                    Professor Larry SchwabPRIVATE 

U.S. Elections                            Office: AD B33, 397-4329

                                          SCHWAB@JCU.EDU
Course Description:


The course presents an analysis of elections in the United States. A major focus of the course is the 2008 congressional  and presidential elections.
Textbooks:

Stephen Wayne, The Road to the White House, 2008 (Prepack), 8th 

edition
Gary Jacobson, The Politics of Congressional Elections, 7th 
edition
Barbara Norrander and Michael Corbett, American Government, 9th 

edition
 Grades:


Scale:



Formula:


A  93-100



14%  Two quizzes


A- 90-92



18%  First exam


B+ 87-89



18%  Second Exam

     B  83-86                  23%  Final Exam  


B- 80-82



15%  Paper


C+ 77-79



12%  Participation, Debate 


C  73-76                       & Homework

     C- 70-72                  ---   

     D+ 67-69                 100%

 
D  60-66


    

     F  0-59
Requirements:

1. Two quizzes and three exams.

2. Paper. In the paper, students test a hypothesis on either partisan voting behavior or voter turnout using computer data sets from the American Government book. A class will be held during the first few weeks of the course to discuss how to complete the paper. The paper should be 8-12 double-spaced pages and include notes and a bibliography. Students should use the MLA documentation style in writing the paper. Students should be aware of the statement on plagiarism in the Student Handbook when they write the paper.

3. Simulation. Students participate in a simulation of the development of the platform proposals for the Democratic and Republican national conventions. For the simulation, students formulate proposals on assigned policy issues and defend their proposals in 5-7 minute presentations before the platform committees. 
Important Dates:

First quiz       Sept. 24
First exam       Oct. 8
Second quiz      Oct. 27 
 

First paper      Nov. 5
Second Exam      Nov. 14 
Simulation       Nov. 19 and 21     

Second paper     Dec. 3
Final exam       Dec. 19 1:00
Late Assignments:


All homework assignments are due on the assigned date. Homework assignments handed in late will receive a grade of "F". If the major paper is 1-2 days late, it will lose one letter grade. Beyond two days late the paper will receive a grade of "F".

Attendance:


Students are expected to attend all of the class sessions. Attendance is a major factor in the participation part of the grade. I will allow students to complete exams, quizzes, and assignments that they missed because of excused absences.

Students With Disabilities:


Students with documented disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations if needed. If you believe you need accommodations, please call 4967.

Topics and Reading Assignments:

I. Introduction
II. Voting
     A. Voter eligibility   
     B. Voter turnout     Pages 76-88, The Road to the White House      C. Voting behavior
 Pages 88-107, The Road to the White    

                                       House
III. Congressional Elections


A. Introduction 
Ch. 1&2, The Politics of Congressional
                                    Elections

     B. Recruitment


C. Nominations

     D. Campaigns         Ch. 4, The Politics of Congressional
                                  Elections
     E. Elections         Ch. 3,5,6, The Politics of Congressional

                           Elections                                 
     F. Elections and     Ch. 7, The Politics of Congressional 

        Governance         Elections 
IV. Presidential elections
A. Introduction

B. Recruitment

C. Nomination

   Ch. 4&5, The Road to the White House

D. Campaign            Ch. 2,6,7, The Road to the White House
     E. Election            Ch. 1,8,9, The Road to the White House

     F. Reform              Ch. 10, The Road to the White House
