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Textbooks:
Roger Davidson, Walter Oleszek, and Frances Lee, Congress and Its 

Members, 11th edition
Herbert Weisberg, Eric Heberlig, and Lisa Campoli, Classics in 

Congressional Politics  
Grades:


94-100 A



18%
Three quizzes


92-93
 A-



17%
First exam


90-91 B+



17%
Second exam


86-89 B                   22%
Final exam


84-85 B-


     10%
Participation &


82-83
 C+



     Assignments


78-81
 C



16%
Paper


76-77
 C-


    100%


74-75
 D+


68-73 D







 0-67 F

Requirements:

1.Three quizzes and three exams.

2.Research paper.

3.Several written assignments.

4.Participation in a student simulation and a computer simulation.
5.Journal for C-SPAN and CQ Weekly – a summary of two 15 minute sessions a week on C-SPAN, and a summary of two articles a week in
CQ Weekly.
Research paper:


Students will test a hypothesis using a computer data set. The hypothesis should deal with some aspect of voting behavior on roll call votes in Congress. The paper should contain a short survey of the literature, an explanation of the research project, a presentation of the findings, and a conclusion. The paper should be 8-12 pages, typed (double spaced), and contain a bibliography. There will be two drafts of the paper.  Students will receive a grade and an evaluation on both drafts. The first draft is 40 percent of the grade, and the second draft is 60 percent. The first draft should be in a large envelope or folder and should contain the paper and some of the material the student used in writing the paper. 
Important Dates:                  

First quiz Sept. 14                                 

First exam  Sept. 28                                    
C-SPAN/CQ Weekly journal Oct. 5     
Second quiz  Oct. 19
First paper draft Oct. 26 
Third quiz  Nov. 2
Second exam Nov. 9
C-SPAN/CQ Weekly journal Nov. 19
Simulation  Nov. 28 and 30

Second paper draft Dec. 5 
Final exam  1:00 Dec. 10
Academic Ethics: 

Students should be aware of the Academic Honesty policy.
                       
Attendance Policy:


I expect students to attend all the classes. Class attendance is an important factor in the participation portion of the grade. I will allow students to complete exams, quizzes, and assignments that they missed because of excused absences.

Late Assignments:

All homework assignments are due on the assigned date. If the major paper is 1-2 days late, it will lose one letter grade. Beyond two days, the paper will receive a grade of "F".

Students with Disabilities:


Students with documented disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations if needed. If you believe you need accommodations, please call 397-4329. 

Topics and reading assignments:

I. Introduction 

Ch. 1 Congress and Its Members
                          Ch. 1 Classics in American Politics
II. House of Representatives


A.History


Ch. 2 and 3 Classics in Congressional 

                                 Politics






Ch. 2 Congress and Its Members

B.Constitution

Pages 17-26 Congress and Its Members


C.Members


Ch. 5 Congress and Its Members





D.Representation
Ch. 5, 6 and 7 Classics in Congressional 

                                    Politics

     E.Elections         Ch. 9,10 and 11 Classics in Congressional

                                        Politics

                          Ch.3 and 4 Congress and Its Members

F.Staff          Pages 145-147, 225-227 Congress and Its                                                  Members

G.Leadership

Ch. 6 Congress and Its Members
                          Ch. 22 and 23 Classics in Congressional 
                                    Politics


H.Political Parties  Ch. 6 Congress and Its Members

I.Committees
     Ch. 7 Congress and Its Members





Ch. 16, 17 and 19 Classics in    

                              Congressional Politics
     J.Roles and Norms Pages 128-129 Congress and Its Members                              Pages 192-200 and Ch. 14 Classics in 

                                     Congressional Politics


K.Legislative Process Ch. 8 Congress and Its Members

                           Ch. 15 Classics in Congressional

                                   Politics


L.Decision Making     Ch. 9 Congress and Its Members

                           Ch. 25, 26 and 27 Classics in

                                 Congressional Politics   

III. Senate


A.History


 Ch.2 Congress and Its Members 

B.Constitution        Pages 17-26 Congress and Its
                                         Members

C.Members             Ch. 5 Congress and Its Members

D.Representation

     E.Elections           Ch. 8 Classics in Congressional 

                                 Politics

                           Ch. 3 and 4 Congress and Its Members

     F.Staff               Pages 145-147 and 225-227 Congress and 

                                                 Its Members 
     G.Leadership          Ch. 6 Congress and Its Members

                           Ch. 20 and 21 Classics in Congressional 

                                     Politics


H.Political Parties   Ch. 6 Congress and Its Members

I.Committees
       Ch. 18 Classics in Congressional 

                                 Politics
                           Ch. 7 Congress and It Members  

     J.Roles and Norms   Pages 128-129 Congress and Its Members                               Ch. 13 Classics in Congressional                                            Politics


K.Legislative Process Ch. 8 Congress and Its Members

L.Decision Making     Ch. 9 Congress and Its Members
                           Ch. 24 Classics in Congressional

                                  Politics    

IV.Reform Proposals








V.Research Agencies

VI.Congress and the President  Ch. 10 Congress and Its Members
VII.Congress and the Bureaucracy   Ch.11 Congress and Its

                                                 Members

VIII.Congress and the Courts   Ch. 12 Congress and Its 








Members

IX.Congress and Interest Groups Ch.13 Congress and Its Members
X.Congress and the Media        Pages 147-151 Congress and Its
                                              Members
XI.Congress and
   Domestic Policy

 Ch. 14 Congress and Its Members

XII.Congress and 








    Military and Foreign Policy Ch. 15 Congress and Its Members


XIII.House-Senate Relations

XIV.Conclusion


Ch. 16 Congress and Its Members
