THE AMERICAN PRESIDENCY        PROFESSOR LARRY SCHWAB  PRIVATE 

PO 410                         OFFICE: B33 Ad., 397-4329

                               schwab@jcu.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION:


The course focuses on the following topics on the American presidency: history, power, popularity, ratings, elections, personalities, leadership styles, reform proposals, roles of commander-in-chief, chief executive, foreign policy leader, domestic policy leader, and party leader, and relations with Congress, the federal courts, the bureaucracy, and the White House staff.

TEXTBOOKS AND REQUIRED READING:
Joseph Pika and John Anthony Maltese, The Politics of the 

Presidency, Revised 7th Edition    
Richard Ellis and Michael Nelson, eds., Debating the Presidency,

     2nd Edition      

GRADES:           Scale:         Formula:

                  A  93-100      2 quizzes     16% 
                  A- 90-92       2 exams       32%  
                  B+ 87-89       final exam    22% 
                  B  83-86       participation 15%
                  B- 80-82        and homework       
                  C+ 77-79       paper         15%
                  C  73-76                     --            

                  C- 70-72                    100%
                  D+ 67-69
                  D  60-66
                  F   0-59
REQUIREMENTS:

1. Two quizzes and three exams.

2. Several homework papers.

3. A paper (about 8-10 pages). In the paper, students analyze the debate on an issue related to the presidency (e.g., war powers and executive privilege). The paper has four parts: an introduction, background on the issue, an analysis of the debate, and the student’s opinion on the debate. Students should hand in the paper in a folder or large envelope that should also contain materials used in writing the paper. Finally, in writing the paper students should be aware of the statement on plagiarism in the Student Handbook.
4. A simulation. Students participate in a simulation of committee hearings about issues related to the presidency. As part of the simulation, students make a 10 minute presentation on an issue before their committee. The issue in the simulation and the paper are the same. 
IMPORTANT DATES:

First quiz Feb. 5       Paper due April 16 
First exam Feb. 19      Paper due April 19 and 21
Second quiz March 24    Final exam 10:00 May 10   
Second exam April 12     
LATE ASSIGNMENTS:


All homework assignments are due on the assigned date. Homework assignments handed in late will receive a grade of "F". If the major paper is 1-2 days late, it will lose one letter grade. Beyond two days, the paper will receive a grade of "F".

ATTENDANCE POLICY:


I expect students to attend all of the classes. Class attendance is an important factor in the participation part of the grade. I will allow students to complete exams, quizzes, and assignments that they missed because of excused absences.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES:


Students may not use electronic devices during class.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:


Students with documented disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations if needed. If you believe you need accommodations, please call 397-4967.

TOPICS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS:

I. Introduction
II. History                  Chapter 1, The Politics of
                             the Presidency
III. Constitution             Chapter 1, Debating the Presidency
IV. Power            Chapter 1, The Politics of the                                            Presidency; Chapter 8, Debating the                               Presidency
V. Relations within the      Chapter 6, The Politics of the 
   executive branch       Presidency; Chapter 11, Debating                                     the Presidency
VI. Relations with Congress  Chapter 5, The Politics of the 

                             Presidency; Chapters 6 and 9,                                     Debating the Presidency

VII. Relations with the          Chapter 7, The Politics of the        federal courts            Presidency; Chapter 10, Debating 
                              the Presidency  
VIII. Domestic policy    Chapters 8 and 9, The Politics                                        of the Presidency

IX. Foreign policy and       Chapter 10, The Politics of the     

                             Presidency; Chapter 7, Debating the                               Presidency
X. Pubic opinion and the      Chapter 3, The Politics of the        media                      Presidency; Chapter 5, Debating the                               Presidency
XI. Elections                 Chapter 2, The Politics of the                                   Presidency; Chapters 2 and 3,                                    Debating the Presidency
XII. Character and            Chapter 4 and 11, The Politics of       leadership styles        the Presidency; Chapter 12,                                      Debating the Presidency
XIII. Evaluations             Chapter 4, The Politics of the                                   Presidency, Chapter 13, Debating                                 the Presidency  
