POLITICAL SCIENCE 101               PROFESSOR LARRY SCHWAB    United States Politics                  Office: B33 Ad., 397-4329

                                        SCHWAB@JCU.EDU PRIVATE 

This course fulfills one of the course requirements for Division III (social sciences) in the University Core Curriculum.          COURSE DESCRIPTION:


The course presents an introductory survey of government and politics in the United States. The main focus of the course is on the national government. The primary methods of instruction are lectures, discussions, simulations, and audio-visual presentations.

TEXTBOOKS AND REQUIRED READING:

George Edwards, Martin Wattenberg, and Robert Lineberry, Government      in America, Brief 8th Edition  
Robert DiClerico and Allan Hammock (eds.), Points of View,

9th Edition

Michael Corbett and Barbara Norrander, American Government: Using 

MicroCase ExplorIt, 9th Edition

GRADES:           Scale:          Formula:

                  A  94-100       16% three quizzes

                  A- 92-93        18% first exam

                  B+ 90-91        18% second exam

                  B  86-89        23% final exam

                  B- 84-85        13% participation,

     

        C+ 82-83            simulation & homework

                  C 78-81         12% paper

                  C- 76-77        --

                  D+ 74-75       100%

                  D  68-73       

                  F  67 or below


REQUIREMENTS:

1. Two quizzes and three exams.

2. Several homework papers.

3. A paper. The paper (7-12 pages, typed, double-spaced, notes,  and a bibliography) is a study of voting behavior based on an     analysis of computer data sets. Students will receive             information on conducting the research and writing the paper

during the first few weeks of the course. The first draft of

the paper is 40 percent of the paper grade, and the second

draft is 60 percent. The second draft of the paper should be in a large envelope or folder and should contain computer printouts    and some of the other materials used in writing the paper. Also,  in writing the paper students should be aware of the statement on plagiarism in the Student Handbook.

4. A 5-7 minute presentation on a policy issue. This presentation will be part of a simulation of Congress. Also, students          should type and hand in an outline of the presentation            and a bibliography with at least five sources.

IMPORTANT DATES:

First quiz Feb. 1          Second exam April 7 

First exam Feb. 24         Simulation presentation April 19

Second quiz March 15       Final paper draft May 1

First paper draft March 22 Final exam May 8 8:00

LATE ASSIGNMENTS:


All homework assignments are due on the assigned date. Homework assignments handed in late will receive a grade of "F". If the major paper is 1-2 days late, it will lose one letter grade. Beyond two days, the paper will receive a grade of "F".

ATTENDANCE POLICY:


I expect students to attend all of the classes. Class attendance is an important factor in the participation part of the grade. I will allow students to complete exams, quizzes, and assignments that they missed because of excused absences.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:


Students with documented disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations if needed. If you believe you need accommodations, please call 397-4967.

TOPICS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS:

I. Introduction             Ch. 1 Government in America
II. Constitution            Ch. 2 Government in America;
                            Ch. 2 Points of View

III. Federal System         Ch. 3 Government in America;
                            Ch. 3 Points of View
IV. Democracy               Pages 14-23 Government in America;






    Pages 1-26 and 77-86 Points of View V. Political Ideology       Pages 185-189 Government in America  VI. Power Structure         Pages 16-17 Government in America  

VII. Political Parties      Ch. 7 Government in America;

                            Ch. 8 Points of View 

VIII. Voting & Elections    Ch. 8 Government in America;   






    Ch. 5 and 7 Points of View  

IX. Public Opinion          Pages 167-189 Government in America 
X. Mass Media               Ch. 6 Government in America;

                            Ch. 6 Points of View            

XI. Political Participation Pages 189-198 Government in America;
                            Pages 27-43 Points of View 

XII. Interest Groups        Ch. 9 Government in America;
                            Ch. 9 Points of View
XIII. Congress              Ch. 10 Government in America;

                            Ch. 10 Points of View     
XIV. President


    Ch. 11 Government in America;

                            Ch. 11 Points of View
XV. Bureaucracy             Ch. 12 Government in America;


                       Ch. 12 Points of View  
XVI. Federal Courts         Ch. 13 Government in America;

                                   Ch. 13 Points of View
XVII. Domestic Policy        Ch. 4,14,15 Government in                                        America; Ch. 14&15 Points of View
XVIII. Foreign and Defense   Ch. 16 Government in America  

      Policy
