John Carroll University/Department of Political Science
PO 321.1  - West European Politics “A”
Dr. Andreas Sobisch (sobisch@jcu.edu)


Office Hours: by appointment only
Fall 2008, BR 22, W 6:30 – 9:15



Location: AD 126d; 397-4183
This syllabus is also available on the PO Dept’s home page & on Blackboard
GOALS:  Assuming that you complete all of the assignments, read all of the material, come to class and participate on a regular basis, by the end of this course you will:

1. Have a good grasp of the history, institutions, and processes of the European Union (EU).

2. Have a basic understanding of the political competencies of the EU, especially in the area 


of environmental law & policy. 

3.
Understand the mix of cooperative & competitive pressures each EU member state faces. 
4. Know more about the country you represent at the simulation, its political institutions, and 

how it interacts with the other member states.
5. Have improved you research and writing skills.
6. Have improved your ability to cooperate with the other students as well as negotiate 


agreements in a formal framework.
MAIN TEXT
John McCormick, The European Union: Politics and Policies, 4th edition, Westview Press, 2009.
Please be sure to purchase the correct edition as the previous edition is missing crucial updates.  Additional readings may be made available in class for a nominal charge or be placed on reserve in the library (at Circulation Desk).
EVALUATION:  your final course grade will be computed on the basis of a midterm exam (30%), a research paper (40%), a briefing paper (10% each) and your class participation (20%).  See below for details on participation.
PLEASE NOTE: you must take part in the Washington simulation in order to pass this class (see below for information on bonuses and deductions at the simulation).  Further, if you miss more than three of the scheduled classes, you will not be allowed to pass this class under any circumstances.  There are no exceptions to this rule.
GRADING:  Your test scores are always on a 0-100 scale and will be converted into a letter grade at the end of the semester as follows:

93 and above = A
 89 - 88 = B+
    79 - 78 = C+
69 - 67 = D+

92 - 90 = A-

 87 - 83 = B
    77 - 73 = C
 
66 - 63 = D

 82 - 80 = B-
    72 - 70 = C-

below 63 = F
THE SIMULATION:
The purpose of a political science simulation is to replicate – albeit in simplified and abbreviated form - the decision making process of an institution (or set of institutions) in order to better understand how this process works in real life.  A simulation, then, is a model of reality, not reality itself.  Through “role playing” the participants learn about the factors and forces that impact the behavior of the “real” actors.  
Since 2000 John Carroll has been a member of the Mid-Atlantic European Union Simulation Consortium (MEUSC), which hosts its annual simulation in Washington D.C. each November.  2008 represents the 15th year of MEUSC and the 9th of JCU participation in it
During the 2008 simulation, the JCU delegation will again represent the country of Germany.  Our “delegation” will consist of a commissioner (optional), a prime minister, a finance minister, a minister for the environment, and members of the European Parliament (MEPs).  During the simulation itself each student will play the role of a particular policy maker (“alter ego”).  During the semester one of your tasks will be to prepare for that role by doing the research required to represent that person as accurately as possible.
 RESEARCH PAPER:

Your task this semester is to prepare a 10 page (excluding title page and bibliography) research paper on the topic of Environmental Policy and Policy Making in the European Union.  The paper could be broad in its approach, talking about the history of EC/EU involvement in environmental policy, or it could be more narrowly focused on a particular policy area (e.g., air pollution).  The paper is due on December 1, but you should have completed a good bit of the background research by the time we leave for Washington
BRIEFING PAPER:

You will be required to prepare three 2-3 page paper on your “alter ego.”   This includes basic biographical information, his/per politics and party, as well as anything else that is noteworthy.  It may require some detective work on your part
The due date is Monday, Nov. 3. 
LATE PENALTIES:  Late papers will not be accepted this semester.

CLASS PARTICIPATION:

You will be evaluated based on your attendance, preparedness and willingness to discuss the material covered in class (see below for grading scale).  During the simulation itself there will no formal grade. However, if you are elected to one of the leadership positions, or win one of the “best delegate” awards, you will receive a 5 point bonus on your final course grade.  If you are late for any of the simulation events, you will receive a 10% penalty on your participation grade for each occurrence.  If you are seriously late or miss an entire scheduled event, you will receive a grade of F for your entire participation grade.
Participation Grading Scale:
A: the "A" student is able to answer questions intelligently, when called upon, and consistently makes pertinent and insightful contributions to class discussion

B: the "B" student is able to answer questions correctly, when called upon, and consistently, if not as frequently as the "A" student, contributes to class discussion

C: the "C" student is able to answer questions most of the time, when called upon, and occasionally contributes to class discussions, which includes asking relevant questions

D: the "D" student usually will not be able to answer questions, partly because of inconsistent attendance, and rarely contributes anything of value to class discussion

F: the "F" student is not interested in class, partly, but not exclusively, because of poor attendance, is generally unable to answer questions, and does not participate in class discussions

ADDITIONAL POLICIES:
1. 
You must complete all work to receive a passing grade.
2.
AIncompletes@ will be allowed only under extremely unusual circumstances.
3.
All university policies with regard to drop/add, withdrawal, late exams, etc. will be enforced.
4.
Grade of "F" is averaged as 55, unless it results from a Ano-show@ or from cheating, in which case it will be a zero.
5. All problems (such as illness) that prevent you from complet​ing assigned work on time must be discussed prior to the due date except under the most dire circumstances.
STATEMENT ON DISABILITIES:
Students with documented disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations if needed.  If you believe you need accommodations, please see me or the university's Coordinator for Students with Disabilities at ext. 4967 as soon as possible.  Accommodations will not be granted retroactively.

POLICY ON PLAGIARISM:
Plagiarism, defined as representing the work of others as your own, is the most serious academic offense there is.  It ranges from the improper use of quotations marks, to copying the work of others in whole or in part, to hiring someone else to do one's work.  Please note that intent is not required to be guilty of plagiarism.  The penalty for this ranges from the loss of points to F for the course, to expulsion from the university.  Please note: all confirmed, serious cases of plagiarism in this class will result in a grade of F for the entire course, not just for the assignment in question.  In addition, I will refer all cases of plagiarism directly to the appropriate disciplinary authority.

COURSE OUTLINE

Date


Topic





Assignment


Mo
 
9/8


Introduction: key concepts


McCormick: Introduction
Mo

9/15

History: WW II - 2008



McCormick, pp. 15-105
Mo

9/22

Institutions





McCormick, pp. 109-208
Mo 
9/29

The Policy Making Process



McCormick, pp. 208-269
Mo 
10/6

The EU and the US




McCormick, pp. 337-382
Mo 
10/13
Work on Midterm (due: TBA)
Mo

10/20
Economic & Social Policy



McCormick, Chs. 12 & 14
Mo

10/27
Environmental Policy




McCormick, Ch. 13
Mo 
11/3

Germany & the EU




Welsh (handout)
Mo 
11/10
Open






TBA
Mo 
11/17
Final Preparations for Simulation
We 
11/19
Depart for Washington @ 4 PM

Mo

11/24
Simulation debriefing: attendance is MANDATORY
Mo 
12/1

Papers due
Mo 
12/8

Open
EU Simulation 2008 Topic: 
EU Land Use Policy in the Context of Food Crisis and Environmental Conservation

EP committees
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development 

Ministerial Councils
Environment Ministers & Agricultural Ministers 

Suggested Reading(s)

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/7538102.stm
WEBSITES RELATED TO OUR SIMULATION:

The European Union Online (http://europa.eu.int)

This is the official EU web site. It’s useful but can be a bit overwhelming at first. You will soon find it indispensable in preparing for the simulation and researching your term paper, so learn to navigate it early. In addition to providing access to and information about the EU’s institutions and policies, the site gives you access to official documents and statistics.

The Financial Times (http://www.ft.com)

This global politics and business newspaper has excellent EU coverage. Periodically publishes up-to-date country profiles that may be useful in researching your term paper.

Full Coverage (http://fullcoverage.yahoo.com/Full_Coverage/World/European_Union)

Yahoo Full Coverage is a convenient daily source of European Union news. Make this your home page during the term!
EU Press Releases (http://europa.eu.int/news-en.htm)

Access press releases from the EU institutions here. The site also serves as a useful gateway to information on issues that are currently on the EU’s agenda.

West European Studies at the University of Pittsburgh (http://www.ucis.pitt.edu/cwes/index.html)

Includes links to Pitt’s European Union Center and Virtual Library. This is one of the best EU-related research web sites on the planet.

European Documentation Centre (http://www.uni-mannheim.de/users/ddz/edz/eedz.htm)

Maintained by the University of Mannheim in Germany, this is another very good portal offering access to a wide variety of useful resources for scholars and students researching the EU.
