Political Science 320: Christian Democracy in Europe
Let us not tremble before Liberalism, let us Catholicize it!

Felicite de Lamennais (L’Avenir, 1830)
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Office: Ctr. for Global Education 
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AD 126
E-mail: sobisch@jcu.edu 





Office Hours: by appt. only
This syllabus is also available on Blackboard:  http://blackboard.jcu.edu/
Objectives:

1.  To analyze the relationship between 19th century Catholic political and social thought and the

Christian Democratic movement in Western Europe, and to explore the continued political 


significance of this movement.
2.  To illuminate the important differences between modern Christian Democracy, on the one hand, and


secular Conservatism, Liberalism, and Social Democracy/Socialism, on the other.
3.  To analyze how structural, historical, and cultural variations among the countries of Western Europe

 have led to the different paths of Christian Democracy in each country.
4.  To improve your research and writing skills as well as your ability to present your research to 

others.
Required Readings:
Most readings will be made available on Blackboard (marked as BB on the course outline below) or as class hand-outs.  It would be helpful if you purchase inexpensive used copies of Thomas Bokenkotter’s Church and Revolution as well as Stathis N. Kalyvas’ The Rise of Christian Democracy in Europe online.
FOUR VERY IMPORTANT POLICIES FOR THIS CLASS:
1. You will be held responsible for knowing the entire content of this syllabus.
2. All problems that prevent you from complet​ing assigned work on time must be discussed prior to the due date.

3. If you miss more than 6 classes this semester, you will not be allowed to pass this class


under any circumstances – this includes medical conditions.


4. All serious cases of plagiarism will result in a grade of F for the entire course, not just 



for the specific assignment.
Evaluation:

In this course you will be evaluated on the basis of the following assignments: a midterm examination (25%), a final examination (25%), a 10-12 page research paper (30%), which will be presented as a group project in class (bonus possible), your attendance (10%), and the quality of your class participation (10%).
Examinations:
Midterms due: 


Thursday, February 25 @ 5 PM

Final Examination:


Wednesday, May 12@ 5 PM

Research Paper/Class Presentation:
Each student will prepare an independently written paper on a topic related to the general theme of Christian Democracy.  The research for and presentation of this paper must be done in groups of no more than two students.  The final deadline for selecting your topic is Monday, March 22nd (at the end of class).  
Attendance: 
You will be allowed two “no questions asked “absences this semester.  I will not accept any excuses for additional absences, so please use that ones allowed absence wisely (I will make an exception for serious illness.  In that case I will need a doctor's note).  After that absence, I will deduct ten percent of your attendance grade for each absence.  Tardiness: excessive tardiness is disruptive to the class.  You will lose one attendance credit for each three times you are late.  You are considered tardy if you arrive after the lecture for the class has begun.

Participation:

Your class participation grade will be based on the following scale:

A: the "A" student is able to answer questions intelligently, when called upon, and consistently makes pertinent and insightful contributions to class discussion

B: the "B"student is able to answer questions correctly, when called upon, and consistently, if not as frequently as the "A" student, contributes to class discussion

C: the "C" student is able to answer questions most of the time, when called upon, and occasionally contributes to class discussions, which includes asking relevant questions

D: the "D" student usually will not be able to answer questions, partly because of inconsistent attendance, and rarely contributes anything of value to class discussion

F: the "F" student is not interested in class, partly, but not exclusively, because of poor attendance, is generally unable to answer questions, and does not participate in class discussions

Please take note: shyness, a passive "learning style," and similar idiosyncrasies are not valid excuses for non‑participation (just as a weak writing ability is no excuse for a poorly written paper.)  

Point Distribution:
A   99-93

B+  89-88

C+  79-78

D+  69-68


A-  92-90

B   87-83

C   77-73

D   67-63

B-  82-80

C-  72-70

F   below 63

Additional Policies:
1. 
You must complete all work to receive a passing grade.
2.
All official university policies with will be strictly enforced.
3.
Grade of "F" is averaged as no less than 55 (exception: a no-show or cheating will result in a zero).
4. When in class, please refrain from eating, using your cell phone, and wearing a hat.
Statement on Disabilities:
In accordance with federal law, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD).  Please contact Lisa Meeks (Director) Services for Students with Disabilities at (216) 397-4263 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience.

Policy on Plagiarism:
Plagiarism, defined as representing the work of others as your own, is the most serious academic offense there is.  It ranges from the improper use of quotations marks, to copying the work of others in whole or in part, to hiring someone else to do one’s work.  Please note that intent is not required to be guilty of plagiarism.  The penalty for plagiarism in this course ranges from an F for the specific assignment an F for the entire course.  Particularly flagrant cases will be referred to the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences for possible additional disciplinary action.
Format of Research Paper:

For your paper, please choose from among the topics listed below.  All of them are directly  related to our class.   Remember that I’d like you to do your research with another person from this class.  The deadline for selecting a particular topic is Monday, March 22nd.  In this class we will spend some time talking about political science research papers, the general format as well as how to research and write them.
The purpose of your paper is to illuminate a particular historical, political, or philosophical aspect of Christian Democracy – preferably one that interests you.  
Your paper should conform to the following basic guidelines (failure to adhere to some or all of these guidelines will result in a loss of points):
1. typed, double-spaced, 12cpi font, approx. 250 words per page (1" margins all around)

2. Include a title page and page numbers, starting on the first pages of text.
3. Your style of citation/bibliography MUST use the APSA style (similar to Chicago style), which can be found in the Style Manual for Political Science (available on BB).
4. Avoid excessive reliance on Web sources (exception: academic web sources).

5. Grading of the paper will be based not only on content, but also on style (i.e., grammar, spelling, diction, documentation, etc.).
The due date for your paper is Friday, April 30.
Proposed Topics:
· Biography of Bishop Wilhelm von Ketteler (“Father“ of Social Catholicism)
· Catholic Social teaching and its influence on Christian Democratic thought
· Christian Democratic Welfare Policy after WW II (“Social Capitalism”)

· Jacques Maritain, father of “Personalism”
· The European People’s Party
· Christian Democracy & the Unification of Europe
· The case of Christian Democracy in France
· Christian Democracy in Eastern Europe (Poland, Czech Republic, etc.)
· Christian Democracy in Latin America

· Christian Democracy in the United Kingdom and/or the United States

Class Presentations

Each presentation will take up to 30 minutes.  All class presentations must be based on PowerPoint.  Remember that the research on your topic as well as the presentation is supposed to be a collaborative effort. Only your paper (i.e., your written research report) is an individual effort.  It is up to each group to decide how to divide up the work.  At a MINIMUM, each group must (1) have a common set of basic readings, (2) meet periodically to update each member on progress toward the shared objective (some of this can be done during class time), (3) collaboratively set up the outline for the class presentation and assign each member a specific responsibility for the presentation, (4) meet no later than 24hrs. prior to the date of the presentation to make final preparations for the presentation (at this meeting the slides for the presentation should be put together).  Each group is free to go beyond this minimum.  You may choose to cooperate more extensively, dividing up not only some of the leg-work – as long as the paper itself is written only by you.
Please note:  a log must be kept of all meetings.  It should include: (1) the date of the meeting,  (2) what was decided/accomplished at the meeting.  Please hand in the log on the day of your presentation.  Also: each group member must be sufficiently flexible to accommodate the schedules of the other (living off campus is not a valid excuse for not being able to attend a meeting.  If you experience difficulties in this regard, please notify me immediately. 

Course Outline and Reading Assignments
Date

Topic







Reading Assignment

Fr Jan. 22
Introduction to course





Course syllabus
Mo Jan. 26
What is Christian Democracy & why is it relevant today?
Lamberts; Paul (BB)
Fr Jan. 29
How is CD different from other political ideologies?
BB Jan 26&29
Mo Feb. 1
The Church, Modernity and the Origins of Liberal   

Church & Rev. 1-2



Catholicism






BB Feb 1&5
Fr Feb. 5
No Class






Bokenkotter
Feb. 8

From Catholic Social Teaching to Social Capitalism

BB Feb 5 & 9; Krier 
Feb. 12
Guest lecture on CST





Himes

Feb. 15
Christian Democracy in Germany



Kalyvas 203-15; BB Feb15;











Church & Rev. 14

Feb. 19
Christian Democracy in the Netherlands


Kalyvas 192-95; Lucardie
Feb. 22
Christian Democracy in Belgium



Kalyvas 187-92;
Feb. 26
No Class: Take-home Midterm
Mar. 8

Christian Democracy in Austria



Kalyvas 196-203; Müller
Mar. 12
Christian Democracy in Italy




Kalyvas 215-221; 











Church & Rev 9; Donovan
Mar. 15
Open







No specific assignment
Mar. 19
Special Module on political science research papers

Baglione
Mar. 22
Research paper discussion




APSA Style Manual (BB)
Mar. 26
No Class: begin work on your research projects
Mar. 29
No Class: continue work on your research projects
Mar. 31 (We)
No Class: continue work on your research projects
Apr. 6 (Tu)
Postwar Christian Democracy in Europe


Coakley (BB)
Apr. 9

Christian Democracy and the EU



Hanley (BB)
Apr. 12
Toward a theory of Christian Democracy


v. Kersb. (BB) 
Apr. 16
Guest Lecture






TBA
Apr. 19
No Class: Work on papers & presentations


Kalyvas 257-265
Apr. 23
The Future of Christian Democracy



Duncan (BB); 
Apr. 26
Class Presentations
Apr. 30
Class Presentations
May 3

Class Presentations






