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Class Goals and Objectives:

1. Understand the scientific method and the utility of applying the scientific method to the study of political science.

2. Be able to conduct basic political science research.
3. Be able to understand and evaluate political science research, policy reports and newspaper articles that use statistics as evidence.

Required Readings:

*Research Methods in Political Science, 7th edition, by Corbett & Le Roy.
*Other articles may be assigned and will either be placed on reserve or distributed           in class.

Recommended Reading:


*The Elements of Social Scientific Thinking, 7th edition, by Hoover & Donovan. 


“W” Designation:

This class fulfills the W designation required for graduation.  As W stands for writing, there is a significant writing component to this class.  Students will be required to submit three iterations of a paper to fulfill course requirements.  Each iteration must address the Professor’s comments on the previous draft as well as significantly and meaningfully improve the quality of the paper (narrowly responding to the Professor’s comments is not sufficient to receive full credit).  

Grading:


1 midterm exam



15


1 cumulative final exam


20



1 paper

iteration 1

10




iteration 2



10



iteration 3



15


10 class exercises (@2% each)

20

Participation including presentation

10
Grading Scale:  


93-100 A


70-72

C-
90-92 A-


60-69

D
87-89 B+


Below 60
F
83-86 B

80-82 B-

77-79 C+

73-77 C

Grading Policies:

Midterm is take home.  Iteration 1 of the paper includes literature review, paper proposal and data analysis points.  A grade of zero will be given for all work not turned in.  Students may drop their lowest non-zero Explorit exercise grade.  A paper proposal consists of a) a typed statement of your research question, including an explanation of why the research question is interesting; b) 3-5 hypotheses, including a clear explanation of the logic behind each; and (c) a bibliography of at least four scholarly sources (not newspaper, magazine or most internet sources).  Examples of scholarly sources include journal articles and books from academic presses.  If you are unsure as to what constitutes a scholarly source, contact either the professor or a librarian.  The presentation is a ten minute explanation to the class of your research question in your paper, why it is important, your hypotheses (as well as a sense of how/why you derived them), results and interpretation. Late Penalties:  Exercises: full letter grade first day, 1/3 letter grade thereafter.  Paper Proposal/Lit Review:  1/3 letter grade off first iteration per day.  Final Paper:  Full letter grade first day, 1/3 letter grade thereafter.
Missing Exams

Students must take all exams during the scheduled class or exam period except under extraordinary circumstances (examples include personal or family illness or serious injury) and only when arranged, if at all possible, in advance with the instructor.  Failure to take an exam when circumstances are not extraordinary will result in a grade of zero for the exam.  No make-up exams will be given for students who miss the exam for no reason or for reasons that are less than extraordinary.  

Attendance Policy:

Excused absences should be arranged with the Professor in advance whenever possible.  Students with three unexcused absences will lose ten percent (10%) of their attendance and participation grade (see pp. 99-101 in the JCU undergraduate bulletin for what constitutes an excused and an unexcused absence).  Since attendance and participation constitute 10% of the student’s total grade, losing ten percent of a participation grade equals losing 1 point on a student’s final grade.  The fourth and every subsequent unexcused absence will result in a loss of an additional 10% of the attendance and participation grade.  

An attendance sheet may be distributed on any class day.  Students are responsible for making sure that they have signed the attendance sheet on that day.  Students who are not on the attendance sheet for that day are considered to be absent whether or not they actually attended class.
Students with Disabilities

John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities. Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the office of Services for Students with Disabilities at (216) 397-4967 if you have any questions or to set up an appointment to meet with the coordinator, Allison West. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register with Student Disability Services at your earliest convenience. 
Plagiarism

“Plagiarism, defined as representing the work of others as your own, is the most serious academic offense there is.  It ranges from the improper use of quotation marks, to copying the work of others in whole or in part, to hiring someone else to do one’s work.  Please note that intent is not required to be guilty of plagiarism.  The penalty for this ranges from the loss of points to F for the course, to expulsion from the university” (cited from Dr. Sobisch’s Research Methods syllabus).  Taking pity on or being nice to your class mates by doing their exercises for them is also plagiarism.  Students who plagiarize and students who aid in plagiarism will be given a 0 on the plagiarized assignments and their cases will be remanded to the Dean for further disciplinary action.  
Schedule of Readings and Exams (approximate and subject to change)
Sept 1
Labor Day, no class
Hoover, ch. 1 (rec
Sept 3, 5

Studying Politics Scientifically

Corbett ch. 1


Studying Politics Scientifically

ex 1 due 9/7
Sept 8-12
Real Political Science Research

Hoover, pp. 15-27 (rec); Corbett ch. 2


Elements of Science I


Hoover, pp. 24-41 (rec);


Elements of Science II


ex. 2 due 9/14
Sept 15-19
Measurement



Corbett, ch. 3


Explanation



Corbett, ch. 4; ex. 3 due 9/19


Strategies



Hoover, ch. 3 (rec)
Sept 22-26
Research Paper: preliminary considerations
ex. 4 due 9/24


Hypotheses



Corbett, ch. 5


Refinements



Hoover, ch. 4 (rec)
Sept 29-Oct 3
TBA




ex. 5 due 10/1


Sampling



Hoover, pp. 94-102 (rec); Corbett, ch. 6


Sampling



TBA; ex. 6 due 10/5
Oct 6-10

RESEARCH PROPOSAL DUE OCT 6
Putting the Basics Together

Hoover, Appx B
(rec)



MIDTERM 10/10


Literature Review


Johnson& Joslyn (reserve)

Oct 13-17
Discuss Paper proposal

Data Preparation & Entry


Corbett ch. 7


Descriptive Statistics


Hoover, pp. 87-93 (rec); Corbett, ch. 8

Oct Oct 20-24
Descriptive Statistics


EX. 8 due 10/22


Bivariate Statistics


Corbett, ch. 9; Hoover, pp. 102-112
(rec)
LITERATURE REVIEW 8/22
Oct 27-31
Bivariate Statistics


Corbett, ch. 10



Statistical Significance


ex. 10 due Oct 31 
Nov 3-7

Multivariate Analysis


Corbett, ch. 11


Multivar Anal cont.


ex. 11 due 11/7


Correlation and Regression

Corbett, ch. 12
Nov 10-14
Correlation & Regression


Hoover, pp. 112-28 (rec)


Correlation & Regression


ex. 12 due 11/14


PAPER Iteration 1 11/10


Corbett, ch. 13
Nov 17-21
Paper feedback session I


Paper feedback session II

Nov 23,24
PAPER Iteration 2 due 11/24


Peer Review



Hoover, ch. 6 (rec)


Implications


Dec 3-7

The overall process



Conclusion & Review


Paper Iteration 3 due 12/3
Dec 10-14
Presentations
(Final Exam In class during the scheduled exam period
Style Sheet Draft 

Research Paper:

The purpose of this paper is to teach you how a social-scientific research project is conducted from beginning to end.  Naturally, the same level of sophistication is not required - just that you emulate, in an abbreviated manner, the nature and format that such a study normally takes.  Do not get overwhelmed: in time (with lots of practice and three drafts) you will see that it is actually not that hard at all.  The key is to take it one step at a time and to keep practicing what you have already learned.

A good way to begin is to browse through Appendix B in the workbook.  Here the author gives many examples of viable research topics.  If none interests you, simply scan through the various data sets on your Microcase CD-ROM. That will give you a good idea of the types of variables available.  A very useful approach also would be to browse through articles in political science journals to see the types of questions that are investigated.  The advantage of this last approach is that you already have the first source for your bibliography!  Whatever topic you choose, be sure (1) that it is a non-normative research question, (2) that it can be tested with the Microcase data, and (3) that its scope fits into the time frame of this course.  Start with a research question.  A research question either focuses on a particular social or political phenomenon (e.g., crime, political participation, alienation, attitudes toward abortion, etc) or on the relationship between two or more variables (e.g., effect of education on political interest; the effect of gender on attitudes toward abortion; the impact of GNP per capita on a country’s population growth rate; etc.).  Once you have a research question, you will need to take the following steps to complete the first draft of your project (also: see chapter 3 in your Hoover & Donovan book):

1. Decide on your final hypotheses

2. Define your concepts, variables, and measures thoroughly

3. Put together a research design 

4. Write a 5 page literature review in which you summarize previous research on your 

     topic as well as your work in the sections above 

5. Get to work on your data analysis ASAP.  Use your workbook as your guide.  The type of statistics that you will use depend upon the level of analysis of the variables you use.  For nominal and ordinal level data, you will use mostly cross-tabs.  For interval and ratio levels, you will use regression and other appropriate techniques.
6. Write a report in which you report your findings by analyzing the data and answering your 

    original research question.  Follow the format found in political science journal articles and the 

    Appendices of the Hoover book.

Please also note the following:
A. be sure to include tables, graphs and other visual evidence of your analysis in your final report.  It is 

     easiest if you attach them separately at the end of your paper.

B. be as thorough as you can in reporting your methods and data sources (remember the principle 

    of replicability).

Feel free to consult me about this project at any time during the process.  Use the articles from the political science journals and the Appendices in the Hoover book as MODELS for your own paper in terms of basic outline and format.
General Format:

- 12-15 pages, including tables, graphs and bibliography but excluding title page!  You should have 

   about 10 pages of text. 

- 1" margins, size 12 fonts

- include page numbers

- proofread & spell-check what you hand in: errors and sloppiness will be penalized

Some Political Science journals that our library has:

- American Political Science Review

- American Journal of Political Science

- Journal of Politics

- West European Politics

- Comparative Political Studies

- World Politics

- European Journal of Political Research


-State Politics and Policy Quarterly


-American Politics Research (formerly American Politics Quarterly)

JCU also has access to other journals electronically.  To access them from campus, go to JCU home page, select Library link then click on the Electronic Journals option.  There are several searchable databases that contain political science journals.  

Plagiarism:  It is good to build on the ideas of others (this is why literature reviews are standard in every article) but you must acknowledge the work of others.  You are guilty of plagiarism any time that you fail to cite someone else’s ideas.  Copying directly from an article without putting quotes around it and acknowledging your source is plagiarism.  But so is being overly reliant on one author’s writings without actually quoting them and allowing the reader to infer that these ideas are your own.  To avoid this type of plagiarism, read at least several authors on a topic so that you are not overly reliant on the ideas of one.  Also, be very careful to cite anyone else’s ideas that you are using.  
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