First Year Seminar 

Dr. Stiles
Fall 2007 



Dr. Stiles, Department of Political Science

MWF 12-12:50, AD 26


397-4671, estiles@jcu.edu

Office Hours MWF 10-11 and 1-2 (and by appointment-Dept located basement AD)
Class Goals:
1. Exploration of the FYS theme of the Body in Art, Science and Literature
2. Further development of students’ analytic, writing and verbal skills
Required Texts:

FYS Anthology:
“Elisabeth of Bohemia:  Selections from her Correspondence with Descartes” in Atherton, Margaret, ed.  Women Philosophers of the Early Modern Period.  Hackett. 
“The Failure of Objectivity” (ch. 11) in Betrayers of the Truth:  Fraud and Deceit in the Halls of Science by Broad, William and Nicholas Wade.  Simon & Schuster.
“The Shadow and the Substance:  Race, Photography and the Index” by Nicholas Mirzoeff in Only Skin Deep:  Changing Visions of the American Self.  Harry N. Abrams, Inc.
Selections from Unbearable Weight:  Feminism, Western Culture, and the Body by Susan Bordo.


“Rose R”  Oliver Sacks
Encounters with Qi by David Eisenberg

The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison

When the Emperor was Divine by Julie Otsuka

Grading:

Four papers, 3-4 pp. in length each 


4 paper grades, 15% each of total grade








(possible service option on paper 2)


60


One Final exam (20%)





20
Attendance and Participation (class and movies)


10
Field trip and Service (5% each)




10








           100

Grading Scale:  


93-100 A

90-92 A-

87-89 B+

83-86 B

80-82 B-

77-79 C+

73-77 C

70-72 C-

60-66                 D

Below 60
F

Grading Policies:
Papers:  The due date of each paper is listed in the weekly schedule below.  Failure to turn in a paper at the due date for less than extraordinary circumstances (see Student Handbook for what constitutes extraordinary circumstances) will result in a failing grade on the paper.  The professor may, at her discretion, grant an extension on a paper.  For late papers not given extensions, there is a standard one third grade per day penalty for a late paper (e.g. a paper that is one day late and of B quality will receive a B-.  For 2 days late, the same paper will receive a C+).

Final Exam

Students must take the final exam during the scheduled class or exam period except under extraordinary circumstances (examples include personal or family illness or serious injury) and only when arranged, if at all possible, in advance with the professor.  Failure to take an exam when circumstances are not extraordinary will result in a grade of zero for the exam.  No make-up exams will be given for students who miss the exam for no reason or for reasons that are less than extraordinary.  When a student has missed an exam for extraordinary reasons, it is still his/her responsibility to reschedule the exam with the professor.

Pop Quiz Possibility

Although she prefers not to do so, the Professor reserves the right to give pop quizzes if in her opinion class members are not doing the assigned reading.  Students should complete all reading by the beginning of the week (in other words, have the reading done by Monday for a MWF class).

Attendance Policy:

Excused absences should be arranged with the Professor in advance whenever possible.  Students with three unexcused absences will lose ten percent (10%) of their attendance and participation grade (see pp. 99-101 in the JCU undergraduate bulletin for what constitutes an excused and an unexcused absence).  Since attendance and participation constitute 10% of the student’s total grade, losing ten percent of a participation grade equals losing 1 point on a student’s final grade.  The fourth and every subsequent unexcused absence will result in a loss of an additional 10% of the attendance and participation grade.  

An attendance sheet will be distributed every class day.  Students are responsible for making sure that they have signed the attendance sheet on that day.  Students who are not on the attendance sheet for that day are considered to be absent whether or not they actually attended class.

Academic Honesty:

Students are permitted to work together to answer the study questions and to study together for the course exams.  However, once in the classroom and the exam begins, students are honor bound not to look on each other’s papers or aid each other on the exam in any way.  All tests are closed book, closed notes.  Students may discuss ideas for their papers before they actually write them.  However, the discussion should be in the spirit of a free exchange of ideas rather than copying each other’s ideas or avoiding the readings.  If students consult secondary sources even if they don’t directly quote from them  (e.g. Spark Notes or internet sources), then they must cite them in the bibliography.  Students caught cheating will be given a zero on the exam or paper.  Further, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Arts & Sciences who may take further disciplinary action.  

Statement for Students with Disabilities
John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD coordinator, Allison West, at (216) 397-4967 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience. Thank you, Allison West Coordinator Services for Students with Disabilities
Schedules of Readings, Assignments and Exams

Note:  This schedule is approximate and subject to change.  Movies mentioned in the schedule are required.  You are encouraged to attend the others.
	Week
	Assignment
	Comments

	Aug 27-31
	Atherton for Wed (start)
	31st- blue lunch ASC steps

	Sept. 3-7
	Broad / Wade for Wed
	Sept 3 Labor Day- no class

	Sept. 10-14
	Mirzoeff for Wed.
	

	Sept. 17-21
	Bordo for Wed.
	17th Speaker (Donahue)

	Sept. 24-28
	Sacks for Wed.
	Tai chi week

Paper 1 due Sept. 28

	Oct. 1-5
	Encounters with Qi
	*21 grams 9/30 @7 (Donahue)

	Oct. 8-10 (fall break 12th)
	Encounters with Qi
	10th Speaker (Donahue)

	Oct. 15-19
	Encounters with Qi
	

	Oct. 22-26
	Encounters with Qi
	*Crouching Tiger 10/21@7 

Paper 2 due Oct. 26

	Oct. 29-Nov 2
	The Bluest Eye
	2nd speaker (Kulas)

	Nov. 5-9
	The Bluest Eye
	

	Nov. 12-16
	The Bluest Eye
	Paper 3 due Nov. 16 

	Nov. 19-20
	When the Emperor was Divine
	*Crash 11/18@7

Thanksgiving Nov. 21-23

	Nov. 26-30
	When the Emperor was Divine
	26th speaker (Donahue)

	Dec. Dec. 3-7
	When the Emperor was Divine
	Paper 4 due Dec. 7


	Final Exam 
	
	In class, scheduled time
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