PO 101: United States Politics

PO 101 section 53





Professor Stiles

Spring 2007 (AD 29)




Department of Political Science

MWF 12-12:50




  (Dept located basement AD)


Ofc Hrs MF 1-2 & W 12-2 pm  (& by app’tment)
397-4671, estiles@jcu.edu
Class Goals and Objectives:

By the end of the semester, students should possess:

1. a broad knowledge of attributes and institutions of American Politics that are necessary to full, informed participation as an American citizen;  and

2. the ability to critically discuss key current and ongoing debates in American Politics

Required Readings:  

· American Government, Brief Version, 7th edition.  James Q. Wilson.

· Taking Sides, Clashing Views on Political Issues, McKenna & Feingold, 15th edition
· Bin Laden, Islam, and America's new 'War on terrorism.'  Abukhalil, As’ad. 

Grading:  
1 midterm







20 %



1 final cumulative exam 





20



1 2-3 pp. paper 






20
Leading class discussion on paper topic



15
2 quizzes (7.5% each)






15


Class participation including attendance:



10

Grading Scale:  


93-100 A

90-92 A-

87-89 B+

83-86 B

80-82 B-

77-79 C+

73-77 C

70-72 C-

63-66 D

Below 60
F

Grading Policies:

Missing Exams

Students must take all exams during the scheduled class or exam period except under extraordinary circumstances (examples include personal or family illness or serious injury) and only when arranged, if at all possible, in advance with the instructor.  Failure to take an exam when circumstances are not extraordinary will result in a grade of zero for the exam.  No make-up exams will be given for students who miss the exam for no reason or for reasons that are less than extraordinary.  It is the student’s responsibility to contact the professor to arrange a make-up exam if the absence from the exam is excused.
Exams and the Weekly Study Guide

There will be 2 exams for the course.  Weekly study guides can be found on BlackBoard (go to http://blackboard.jcu.edu/). Some answers to the questions in the guide will be found in the books, some answers will be found in the lecture and discussions.  Students should prepare for class each week by completing that part of the weekly study guide answered in the book.  The exams will cover material from the weekly study guides.

Short Papers and Leading Class Discussions

Each student will write a short (2-3 pp.) paper responding to the assigned readings for that week in McKenna & Feingold and, where appropriate, integrating the readings with class discussions or other readings.  

On the week that students write one of their papers, they will also lead a class discussion based on the readings.  Students are invited and strongly encouraged to discuss their topics for class discussion with the Professor in advance.  Enlarging margins or using a spacious font will result in a lower grade on the paper.

Pop Quiz Possibility

Although she prefers not to do so, the Professor reserves the right to give pop quizzes if in her opinion class members are not doing the assigned reading.  If pop quizzes are given, they will be based on the weekly study guide and factored into the participation and attendance grade.  Students should complete all reading by the beginning of the week.  Therefore, any of the weekly reading from Wilson or McKenna & Feingold will be considered fair game for a pop quiz during any class period (in other words, have the reading done by Monday for a MWF class).

Attendance Policy:

Excused absences should be arranged with the Professor in advance whenever possible.  Students with three unexcused absences will lose ten percent (10%) of their attendance and participation grade (see pp. 99-101 in the JCU undergraduate bulletin for what constitutes an excused and an unexcused absence).  Since attendance and participation constitute 10% of the student’s total grade, losing ten percent of a participation grade equals losing 1 point on a student’s final grade.  The fourth and every subsequent unexcused absence will result in a loss of an additional 10% of the attendance and participation grade.  

An attendance sheet will be distributed every class day.  Students are responsible for making sure that they have signed the attendance sheet on that day.  Students who are not on the attendance sheet for that day are considered to be absent whether or not they actually attended class.

Academic Honesty:

Students are permitted to work together to answer the study questions and to study together for the course exams.  However, once in the classroom and the exam begins, students are honor bound not to look on each other’s papers or aid each other on the exam in any way.  All tests are closed book, closed notes, no electronic/digital aids.  Students may discuss ideas for their papers before they actually write them.  However, the discussion should be in the spirit of a free exchange of ideas rather than copying each other’s ideas or avoiding the readings.  Students caught cheating will be given a zero on the exam or paper.  Further, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Arts & Sciences who may take further disciplinary action.  

Statement for Students with Disabilities
John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD coordinator, Allison West, at (216) 397-4967 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience. Thank you, Allison West Coordinator Services for Students with Disabilities
Schedules of Readings, Assignments and Exams

Note:  This schedule is approximate and subject to change.

	Date
	Subject
	Assignment

	Jan. 17-19
	Intro and US Political Culture
	Wilson ch. 1, John Locke 2nd Treatise

	Jan. 22-26
	Democracy, The Constitution
	Wilson ch. 2, Federalist Papers 10 & 51

	Jan 29-Feb 2
	Fundamentals of US System
	Wilson ch. 3



	Feb. Feb. 5-9
	Public Opinion and Voting Turnout
	Wilson ch. 4

Mc & F issue 4, Quiz 1 Feb 9

	Feb. 12-16
	Political Parties
	Wilson ch. 5  pp. 96-116

Mc & F issue 3

	Feb. 19-23
	Interest Groups 
	Wilson ch. 5 117-end

Mc & F issue 12
MIDTERM Feb. 23 bring blue books

	Feb 26-March 2
	Civil Rights
	Wilson ch. 11

Mc & F issue 19

	March 5-10  Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break Spring Bre

	March 12-16
	Campaigns & Elections
	Wilson ch. 6

Mc & F issue 5

	March 19-23
	Congress
	Wilson ch. 7 

Mc & F issue 6

	March 26-30
	Presidency
	Wilson ch. 8

Mc & F issue 8 Quiz 2 March 30

	Apr 2-4
	Bureaucracy
	Wison ch. 9

Mc & F issue 13

	April 5-9
	Easter Break
	

	April 10, 11, 13
	Judiciary
	Wilson ch. 10

Mc & F issue 7

	April 16-20
	Post Sept. 11 & War on Terrorism
	Aubkhalil 10-57 (quick read, small pages)

	April 23-27
	Post Sept. 11 & War on Terrorism
	Abukhalil to end

	April 30-May 2
	Catch- up, TBA
	


1
1

