John Carroll University

Political Science 396: African Politics
Course Syllabus, Fall 2008

Designations: Core Course Division III, International (R)

Instructor: Jen Ziemke
Room: AD 25
M, F: 2:00-3:15 pm 
Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 11am – Noon, 
Wednesday 1-2, 3:30-6:30 PM, or by appointment

Office: B06 Administration Building
Phone: 216.397.2021
Email:jziemke@jcu.edu
Course Objectives

Fifty-four distinct, diverse and fascinating countries comprise the continent of Africa. This course aims to generate or further your intellectual curiosity about the nature of politics, culture, and life in Africa. We will begin by examining the nature of the modern state and its relationship to the colonial state. Turning to some of the giants of this literature for insight, we will learn about key concepts and theories that help inform our discussions, answer questions and fully engage puzzles. This course values the close examination of particular cases and as such will focus on specific countries as a mechanism for understanding broader course themes, such as: conflict and peace, democracy and one party rule, neopatrimonialism, food security, AIDS, women’s movements, and the role of civil society. You will also have the opportunity to apply these themes to a country of your choice that you will closely follow over the course of the semester as a Country Expert. Using the knowledge gained from country studies, we will then broaden our scope in further examination of the state of African politics today. I anticipate a class that values active participation and engagement in topics, critical thinking, debate, and open forum. Over the course of this term you will be asked to engage in group work, individual thought-exercises, simulations, peer interviews, debates, and oral and written presentations of your work. I look forward to learning together with you.
Required Books

Naomi Chazan, et. al. Politics and Society in Contemporary Africa, Third Edition. Lynne Rienner, 1999.
Helen Epstein, The Invisible Cure: Africa, the West, and the Fight Against HIV-AIDS. Farrar, Straus and Giroux; 1st edition, 2007.
Adam Hochschild, King Leopold’s Ghost: a story of greed, terror, and heroism in colonial Africa. First Mariner Books Edition, 1999.

Ryszard Kapuscinski, The Emperor. Vintage Books, 1989.
Scott Straus, Intimate Enemy: Images and Voices of the Rwandan Genocide. With Photographs by Robert Lyons. Zone Books, 2006.
Other Resources

Other readings mentioned in the syllabus will be offered in electronic format online through the Blackboard system. You will also be required to read any additional handouts distributed in class.
Evaluation Standards

5% Map Quiz September 26, 2008
10% Class Participation, attendance, and in-class assignments
20% 2 Country Expert assignments (10% each, including oral reports) (Due: Nov. 3 & Dec. 12)
5% Expert Reader Assignment 

30% Midterm Exam: October 10, 2008
30% Comprehensive Final Exam: December 15, 2008
Grading Scale

	A
	93 – 100

	A-
	90 – 92

	B+
	88 – 89

	B
	83 – 87

	B-
	80 – 82

	C+
	78 – 79

	C
	73 – 77

	C-
	70 – 72

	D+
	68 – 69

	D
	63 – 67

	D-
	60 – 62

	F
	59 and below


Exam Guidelines

The midterm will be held on October 10 during class. 3-4 possible essay questions will be given to you in advance of the exam and on the day of the exam one question will be drawn at random. Please be sure to prepare for each essay question by writing a detailed outline of your argument in advance.  The essay will account for the majority of the exam (70%), but other questions will also appear. These may include short answer questions for identification, true/false questions or fill in the blank. You will not know these shorter questions in advance. The final exam will follow the same format but for this exam you will be asked to write two essay questions.

Map Quiz

For the map quiz you will identify a selection of African countries on the map. To practice, visit http://www.lizardpoint.com/fun/geoquiz/afrquiz.html and take the online quiz.

Expert Reader Assignment

Sign up as a member of a team that will lead class discussion about one of the books of the course. Be ready with plenty of provocative questions to spark a discussion with the class. Think about how the readings and lectures might communicate and inform one another about larger debates when framing the discussion questions. Also be ready with at least two questions you would like to ask the author if you had the chance. Expert readers SHOULD NOT offer a summary of the reading or lecture the readings main points, since we assume everyone has this information already. All students should make sure they have finished the reading and are ready to discuss the book in time for the class discussion. 

Country Expert Assignments

Please select a country in which you wish to be considered the class expert. If you speak French or Portuguese, please select a Francophone or Lusophone speaking state.  If you speak Arabic, Swahili, or another African language, please select a country where the language is spoken. E-mail me your country selection (and a back up selection) no later than September 12.
Over the course of the term please keep up to date on the news from your country. As Country Expert, you will be called upon by your peers throughout the semester for insight into the latest events happening in your country. 

You are responsible for writing two 2-3 page papers about your selected country over the course of the semester. Each assignment will be worth 10% of your final grade. The papers ask you to comment on a certain aspect of your country’s political culture, geography, institutions, etc. Your paper should be at least 2 pages long but no longer than 3 pages double spaced with readable font. Late papers will incur a 20% daily penalty for tardiness.
End-of-term country presentation

At the end of the term you will prepare and present a ten minute in-class presentation about an aspect of politics in the country you selected that most challenges, pushes, contradicts, or helps clarify or nuance a core theme or concept discussed in class this term. What have you learned from closely watching this country all semester that has been excluded in discussions so far? Be prepared to engage the rest of the students in the debate that you construct. We will schedule your presentations later in the semester, but they will ta Provide sufficient relevant background into the country you selected such that an intelligent reader not familiar with your country could understand what you write. ke place sometime within the last two weeks of the term.
Attendance Policy

From the Undergraduate Bulletin: “Students are expected to attend each and every scheduled meeting of all courses in which they are enrolled and to be present for the full class period. Absenteeism and tardiness, regardless of cause, are a threat to academic achievement.” 

If you are absent for a class it is your responsibility to make sure to obtain all of the information relayed in that class related to assignments, exams, and course material. Please first contact other students in the course and your study buddy before speaking with me. I do not give out course notes or slides to students who missed a class under any circumstances. 

If you accrue more than three unexcused absences over the course of the semester, the class participation portion of your overall grade will drop in accordance with the number of days you missed. 

Midterm and Final Exam Policy
Under normal circumstances, students must be present at the midterm and final exam and should make every effort to do so. Please contact me as soon as possible in the event that an emergency makes it impossible for you to take the exam. I will negotiate with each student on an individual basis the terms for making up a missed test, and any associated penalties. 

Academic Honesty

From the Undergraduate Bulletin: “Academic honesty, expected of every student, is essential to the process of education and to upholding high ethical standards. Cheating, including plagiarism, inappropriate use of technology, or any other kind of unethical behavior, may subject the student to severe academic penalties, including dismissal. All work submitted for evaluation in a course, including tests, term papers, and computer programs, must represent only the work of the student unless indicated otherwise. Material taken from the work of others must be acknowledged.” 

You must properly cite the source of all ideas, quotations, or empirical information that you use for papers and exams. Anyone found cheating on exams or papers will be referred to the Political Science Department and Dean immediately. Depending on the nature of the infraction, penalties exacted may range from failure on the assignment, failing the entire course, to even suspension or dismissal from the university. Don’t take the chance!

Disability Statement
John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD coordinator, Allison West, at (216) 397-4967 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience. 

Course Timeline

Week 1 September 1 (1st day September 5)
Introductions

Read: King Leopold’s Ghost
Week 2 September 8

Colonial legacies
Liberation movements and independence

Read: King Leopold’s Ghost
Week 3 September 15
Challenges of state building
Read: Politics and Society in Contemporary Africa. Ch 1 & 2
(Monday: Expert readers lead class in a discussion of King Leopold’s Ghost)
Week 4 September 22
Neopatrimonialism

Democratic transitions and reversals
Map Quiz September 26

Read: The Emperor. 
(Friday: Expert readers lead class in a discussion of The Emperor)
Week 5 September 29
Democratic transitions, consolidation, and reversals
Read: The Status of Democracy 2005-2006: Findings from Afrobarometer Round 3 for 18 Countries. Afrobarometer briefing paper No. 40.
Read: Performance and Legitimacy in Nigeria’s New Democracy, Afrobarometer briefing paper No. 46
Week 6 October 6
Midterm Review

MIDTERM OCTOBER 10 
Week 7 October 13
Conflict and war 

Read: Intimate Enemy: Images and Voices of the Rwandan Genocide
No Class October 17: Fall Break
Week 8 October 20
Conflict and war
Read: Daniel N. Posner, "The political salience of cultural difference: Why Chewas and Tumbukas are allies in Zambia and adversaries in Malawi" American Political Science Review, 98, 4 (November 2004), pp. 529-545

(Monday: Expert readers lead class in a discussion of Intimate Enemy)
Week 9 October 27
Post-conflict transitions
Zimbabwe

Read: Politics and Society in Contemporary Africa. Ch. 4.

Country Assignment 1 due November 3  

What is the primary nature of contention in the country you selected? What factors best explain these dynamics? Ethnic or racial divides? Resources, poverty or endowments? Geographic factors? The colonial legacy? State institutions? Individual agents? Something else? Be sure to make one strong argument and back it with evidence. Provide sufficient relevant background into the country you selected such that an intelligent reader not familiar with your country could understand what you write.
Week 10 November 3
Country Assignment 1 due November 3  

Religion and Civil Society
Read: Jeff Haynes. Religion and democratization in Africa. Democratization, Volume 11, Number 4, August 2004 , pp. 66-89(24)

Read: Article, Peter Ekeh, “Colonialism and the Two Publics in Africa: A Theoretical Statement” Comparative Studies in Society and History, 17(1): 1995. 

Read: Aili Tripp, “Women in Movement: Transformations in African Political Landscapes,” International Feminist Journal of Politics 5(2): July 2003.
Week 11 November 10
HIV/AIDS
Read: Helen Epstein. The Invisible Cure. 
Read: Catherine Boone and Jake Batsell. “Politics and AIDS in Africa: Research Agendas in Political Science and International Relations,” Africa Today 48(2): 2001.

(Friday: Expert readers lead class in a discussion of The Invisible Cure)
Week 12 November 17
The Economy

Read: Politics and Society in Contemporary Africa, Ch. 9.

Week 13 November 24 
Thanksgiving Week
Globalization 
Read: Politics and Society in Contemporary Africa, Ch. 10.

Week 14 December 1

Aid and Trade 

Week 15 December 8
Review for Exam

Country Assignment 2 due December 12.
In your view, what is the most pressing social, political, economic or health-related concern in your country today? Have civil society movements arisen to help cope with this particular issue? If so, who are the groups, what have they done, and have they achieved any successes? If not, what explains their absence?

Final Exam: Monday, December 15, 2008 @ 2:00 PM
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