Political Science 334 (sec 51)
International Institutions, Law and Human Rights
Course Syllabus, Spring 2010


Instructor: Jen Ziemke
Email: jziemke@jcu.edu
Office: B06 Administration Building
Hours:  Wednesdays10-2 and 3.30-5, or by appointment
Designations: Core Course Division III, International (S)

Lectures: 12:30-1:45pm 
Room:  AD 26
Phone: 216.397.2021

Course Objectives
The unique nature and structure of the international system presents states with many challenges that international institutions and organizations like the United Nations and the International Criminal Court seek to ameliorate. To what degree do these institutions help states mitigate and adjudicate around some of these important problems?  How do we decide what to do about problems that do not stop at the water’s edge, such as global warming, nuclear proliferation, refugees, piracy, global disease, modern slavery and terrorism? How can disputes among states be resolved peaceably? How do we cope with perpetrators of human rights in such a way that balances justice with reconciliation? Moreover, who has the authority or the right to set what counts as appropriate behavior for states or individuals in the world today?  And why does any of this matter? I look forward to learning with you over the course of the semester as we ponder these questions together.

Required Readings: 

Michael Barnett. Eyewitness to a Genocide: The United Nations in Rwanda. Cornell University Press, Ithaca and London: 2002.

Other readings mentioned in the syllabus below are also required and will be passed out by hardcopy in class.

You must register and read Human Security Report emails and keep up with these postings on at least a weekly basis. Please go to http://www.humansecurityreport.info/ and click on “Sign Up” Under NEWSLETTERS on the right hand side of the screen. You are required to register for at least “HS News,” but may sign up to receive other briefings if you wish.

Please read at least three times per week two major national or international newspapers such as The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Christian Science Monitor, The Financial Times, or The Wall Street Journal or a major news magazine such as The Economist, Foreign Affairs, Newsweek or US News & World Report.







Evaluation Standards

10% attentiveness, participation, and in-class assignments 

10% Quiz # 1: Tuesday, February 16

10% Quiz #2:  Tuesday, March 23.

10% Quiz #3: Thursday, April 22.

10% Outline, opening paragraph, & annotated bibliography for Final Paper: Tuesday, April 13.

10%   In-class oral presentation of your paper scheduled during the last few weeks of the term.

10%   Provide useful, honest written feedback on three of your colleague’s presentations, meant to help them revise their final paper, due by email to jziemke@jcu.edu by 6 pm the day after their presentation. We will be sharing your feedback with the presenters.

30% Final Exam Paper on an international institution due by hardcopy in my box no later than TUESDAY, MAY 11 at noon.  Did you incorporate class feedback from the presentation to help you improve your final paper?



Grading Scale
	A
	93 – 100

	A-
	90 – 92

	B+
	88 – 89

	B
	83 – 87

	B-
	80 – 82

	C+
	78 – 79

	C
	73 – 77

	C-
	70 – 72

	D+
	68 – 69

	D
	63 – 67

	D-
	60 – 62

	F
	59 and below




Attendance Policy
The attendance policy in the Undergraduate Bulletin states: “Students are expected to attend each and every scheduled meeting of all courses in which they are enrolled and to be present for the full class period. Absenteeism and tardiness, regardless of cause, are a threat to academic achievement.” 

If you are absent for a class it is your responsibility to make sure to obtain all of the information relayed in that class related to assignments, exams, and course material. Please first contact other students in the course and your study buddy before speaking with me. I do not give out course notes or slides to students who missed a class. 

You should know that excessive absences strongly correlate with poor performance on exams and papers. Of course, excessive absences will also negatively affect your class participation grade.  Furthermore, an unannounced quiz or graded in-class activity may occur at any time.  I do not allow make ups for quizzes or in-class activities you missed for any reason. If you have a documentable, decent excuse to miss class, please bring written documentation in order to have the quiz dropped from your final grade.



Quiz Policy
Under normal circumstances, students must be present for all quizzes and should make every effort to do so. Please contact me as soon as possible in the event that an emergency makes it impossible for you to take the test. I will negotiate with each student on an individual basis the terms for making up a missed quiz. 


Academic Honesty
From the Undergraduate Bulletin: “Academic honesty, expected of every student, is essential to the process of education and to upholding high ethical standards. Cheating, including plagiarism, inappropriate use of technology, or any other kind of unethical behavior, may subject the student to severe academic penalties, including dismissal. All work submitted for evaluation in a course, including tests, term papers, and computer programs, must represent only the work of the student unless indicated otherwise. Material taken from the work of others must be acknowledged.” 

You must properly cite the source of all ideas, quotations, or empirical information that you use for papers and exams. Anyone who plagiarizes in this class will receive an F in the course. In addition, a letter documenting this offense will be placed in your file at the Dean’s office.



Disability Statement
John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD coordinator at (216) 397-4967 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience. 




 








Course Timeline

Week 1:  January 19: Human Rights
Read: Handout: Amartya Sen, “Universal Truths: Human Rights and the Westernizing Illusion”
Read: Handout: Michael Ignatieff, “The Attack on Human Rights.”

Week 2:  January 26: Human Rights 
Read:  Handout: “Should the President Be Allowed to Detain Citizens Indefinitely in Wartime?” 
Read:  Handout: “Should Accused Terrorists Have Legal Rights Similar to Prisoners of War?”

Week 3:  February 2: International Law
Read: Handout: “Is U.S. Refusal to Join the International Criminal Court Wise?” Taking Sides.	
Read: Handout: Charles Brown. “Ambassador for All War Crimes Except Our Own,” Sept. 2008.
Read: Handout: John R. Bolton. “The United States and the International Criminal Court,” Nov. 2002.
Read: Handout: David Blair. “If peace comes to Darfur, thank the International Criminal Court.”
Read: Handout: Adam Hochschild. “The Trial of Thomas Lubanga,” The Atlantic, Dec. 2009.

Week 4: February 9: International Law
Read: Handout: Jack Snyder and Leslie Vinjamuri. “Trials and Errors: Principle and Pragmatism in Strategies of International Justice.” International Security 28(3): 2004. 
Read: Handout:  Henry A. Kissinger. “The Pitfalls of Universal Jurisdiction,” 2002.
Read: Handout: Rhacel Donadio. “Italy Convicts 23 Americans for CIA Renditions.” The New York Times: November 5, 2009.

Week 5: February 16: International Institutions 
Quiz #1: Tuesday, February 16
Read:  Handout: Robert Keohane. “Cooperation and International Regimes: Harmony, Cooperation, and Discord,” 1984.
Read:  Handout: Garrett Hardin. “The Tragedy of the Commons.” December 1968.
Read:  Handout: John Hickmand & Sarah Bartlett. “Global Tragedy of the Commons at COP 6” Synthesis/Regeneration 24: Winter 2001.

Week 6: February 23 International Institutions
Read: Handout: The Charter of the United Nations. 
Read: Handout: “Does the United Nations Deserve Support?” Taking Sides.
Read: Handout: John Mearsheimer. “The False Promise of International Institutions,” 1994.

Week 7: March 2: SPRING VACATION: NO CLASSES

Week 8: March 9: Digging Deeper: The United Nations and the Rwandan Genocide
Read:	Handout:  Samantha Power. “Bystanders to Genocide: Why the United States Let the Rwandan Tragedy Happen”, Sept 2001.
Read:   Eyewitness to a Genocide, Preface - Page 73.	 

Week 9: March 1:  Digging Deeper: The United Nations and the Rwandan Genocide
Quiz #2: Tuesday, March 23.
Read:   Eyewitness to a Genocide, Pages 74-152

Week 10: March 23: Digging Deeper: The United Nations and the Rwandan Genocide
Read:	Eyewitness to a Genocide, Pages 153-end.

Week 11: March 30: Peacekeeping and collective security
NO CLASSES THURSDAY, APRIL 1: HAPPY EASTER
Read:	Handout: Michael Fleshman. “Tough UN line on peacekeeper abuses: Action initiated to end sexual misdeeds in peacekeeping missions,” Africa Renewal, Vol 19#1: April 1995.

Week 12: April 6: Pressuring for change: nuclear disarmament and politics
NO CLASSES TUESDAY, APRIL 6: HAPPY EASTER
Read: Handout: Nile Gardiner and James Phillips. “Investigate the United Nations Oil-for-Food Fraud,” AND Ian Williams, “The Right’s Assault on Kofi Annan.” 

Week 13: April  13: The humanitarian state? The case of East Timor
Outline of final paper: Tuesday, April 13

Week 14: April 20
Quiz #3: Thursday, April 22.
CLASS PRESENTATIONS


Week 15: April 27
CLASS PRESENTATIONS


Week 16: May 4
CLASS PRESENTATIONS
Last day of classes: Thursday, May 6


Final Papers Due: THURSDAY, MAY 11 at noon, by hardcopy in my box. 
