International Security
Political Science 397

Course Syllabus
John Carroll University

Spring 2009

Instructor: Jen Ziemke

Email: jziemke@jcu.edu
Office: B06 Administration Building
Hours: M, W, and F 10-11 and 12-1

Designations: Core Course Division III, International (D)

Lectures: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 9 AM 

Room: AD 25
Phone: 216.397.2021

Course Objectives

International Security is one of the three main subfields in the field of International Relations. We will begin this course with a discussion of the various threats to human security that emanate from the state itself, and then turn to a discussion of the insecurity caused by sub-state actors, terrorists, and other states, as well as analyze the methods used by states to counter these threats. We will conclude the course by discussing the psychological, social and material impact of insecurity and war on combatants and their families.
Required Readings: 
Tim O’Brien. The Things They Carried. 1998.

Ryszard Kapuscinski. Shah of Shahs. Vintage International: 1992.

Samantha Powers. A Problem from Hell: America and the Age of Genocide. Harper/Perennial: 2002. ISBN: 978-0-06-112014-5

Paul D. Williams, Editor. Security Studies: An Introduction. Routledge: 2008. ISBN: 978-0-415-42562-9

Other Resources

Other readings mentioned in the syllabus below are also required and will either be passed out in class or offered in electronic format online through the Blackboard system. You must register and read Human Security Report emails and keep up with these postings on at least a weekly basis. Please go to http://www.humansecurityreport.info/ and click on “Sign Up” Under NEWSLETTERS on the right hand side of the screen. You are required to register for at least “HS News,” but may sign up to receive other briefings if you wish.

Please read at least three times per week two major national or international newspapers such as The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Christian Science Monitor, The Financial Times, or The Wall Street Journal or a major news magazine such as The Economist, Time, Newsweek or US News & World Report.
Pop quizzes may test your knowledge of current events, assigned readings, and/or lecture material. 
Evaluation Standards

15% attentiveness, participation, in-class assignments, and pop quizzes 
  5% Expert Reader assignment

30% Paper on a modern conflict for which you will serve as class expert this term.
20% Midterm Exam Monday, February 23
30% Comprehensive Final Exam: Friday, May 8
Grading Scale

	A
	93 – 100

	A-
	90 – 92

	B+
	88 – 89

	B
	83 – 87

	B-
	80 – 82

	C+
	78 – 79

	C
	73 – 77

	C-
	70 – 72

	D+
	68 – 69

	D
	63 – 67

	D-
	60 – 62

	F
	59 and below



Expert Reader

You will be asked to sign up to serve as an “expert reader” for one reading once over the course of the semester. To complete this assignment, prepare a series of questions, provocations, or remarks about the selected reading for that week designed to launch a debate with your classmates. Most of these discussions will take place during the week for which the reading was assigned, but please be flexible in case of minor schedule changes. You may assume your colleagues have completed the readings on time for that week. Therefore, please do not present a summary of the reading. Instead, you should offer provocative, challenging questions for the class to consider.  You may choose to bring in limited outside information if you believe it will help enhance our debate but you are not required to do so. 
Resident Conflict Expert Assignment and Final Paper

E-mail me your conflict selection (and two back up selections) from the list of modern conflicts on the next page for which you want to serve as Resident Conflict Expert for the term no later than January 23. You will need to do extensive outside reading on this conflict in order to successfully complete this assignment. For this paper, first carefully outline the nature of the conflict, including key dates, actors, groups, and affiliations. Next, describe in a nuanced way the origins, logic and nature of this particular struggle taking care to both a) use the general concepts you learned from this class and b) situate the conflict in its unique and particular context, referring back to the general concepts you learned. If you turn the paper in by April 15, I will be happy to offer comments on this first draft so that you may have a chance to improve your paper by the final due date. A rough draft is not necessary but strongly encouraged.
Choose from:

Afghanistan (current)
Algeria (independence)
Angola, 1975-2002 
Burma

Burundi

Cabinda (Angola)

Cambodia

Chad

Chechnya

Colombia

Cyprus

Democratic Rep of Congo 

East Timor

Ethiopia/Eritrea
Georgia v. Russia

Gulf War I 

Haiti

India-Pakistan 

Indonesia (Aceh)

Iran 

Iraq

Israel-Palestine

Ivory Coast

Grenada
Guinea

Kashmir
Kenya (Post election)

Korean War

Kosovo

Lebanon

Liberia

Mozambique

Nepal

Nicaragua

Northern Ireland v. UK

North Korea v. US

Philippines

Rwanda

Sierra Leone

Somalia
Spain (Basques)
Sri Lanka 
Sudan (North-South War)
Sudan (Darfur)

Tajikistan

Thailand

Turkey-Kurdistan

Uganda

Vietnam 

Western Sahara

Yemen
Former Yugoslavia
Zimbabwe

Others may also be acceptable, please see me if you have something else in mind.

SafeAssign

In order to successfully complete any assigned papers or take-home exams for this course, you must submit your paper BOTH by hardcopy AND through SafeAssign on the Learn@JCU Blackboard website for the course.
Attendance Policy

The attendance policy in the Undergraduate Bulletin states: “Students are expected to attend each and every scheduled meeting of all courses in which they are enrolled and to be present for the full class period. Absenteeism and tardiness, regardless of cause, are a threat to academic achievement.” 
If you are absent for a class it is your responsibility to make sure to obtain all of the information relayed in that class related to assignments, exams, and course material. Please first contact other students in the course and your study buddy before speaking with me. I do not give out course notes or slides to students who missed a class. 

You may miss classes but realize you do so at your own risk. There is no need to contact me to explain why you were absent or tardy to a class. Excessive absences strongly correlate with poor performance on exams and papers.  Furthermore, an unannounced quiz or graded in-class activity may occur at any time.  I do not allow make ups for quizzes or in-class activities you missed for any reason. If you have a documentable, decent excuse to miss class, please bring written documentation in order to have the quiz dropped from your final grade.

Midterm and Final Exam Policy

Under normal circumstances, students must be present at the midterm and final exam and should make every effort to do so. Please contact me as soon as possible in the event that an emergency makes it impossible for you to take the exam. I will negotiate with each student on an individual basis the terms for making up a missed test. 

Academic Honesty

From the Undergraduate Bulletin: “Academic honesty, expected of every student, is essential to the process of education and to upholding high ethical standards. Cheating, including plagiarism, inappropriate use of technology, or any other kind of unethical behavior, may subject the student to severe academic penalties, including dismissal. All work submitted for evaluation in a course, including tests, term papers, and computer programs, must represent only the work of the student unless indicated otherwise. Material taken from the work of others must be acknowledged.” 

You must properly cite the source of all ideas, quotations, or empirical information that you use for papers and exams. Anyone who plagiarizes in this class will receive an F in the course. In addition, a letter documenting this offense will be placed in your file at the Dean’s office.
Disability Statement

John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD coordinator, Brandi Rizzo, at (216) 397-4967 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience. 
Course Timeline

NOTE: The primary textbook for this course and associated “chapter” readings assigned below come from: Paul D. Williams, Editor. Security Studies: An Introduction. Routledge: 2008. ISBN: 978-0-415-42562-9
Week 1 January 12: What is Security?
Read:


· Ch. 1. Introduction 
· Ch. 13. Genocide and Mass Killing 
· Ch. 15. State Sponsors of Terror and Coercion 


Week 2 January 19: The state as a threat to human security
Monday: Martin Luther King Day, No Classes

Read:

· **Samantha Powers, A Problem from Hell: The US in the Age of Genocide: Ch 1-5
Week 3 January 26: The state as a threat to human security & appropriate int’l responses
Read:

· **Samantha Powers, A Problem from Hell: The US in the Age of Genocide: Ch 6-7
Week 4 February 2:Nationalisms of Exclusion or inclusion: the construction of internal enemies
Read:


· **Samantha Powers, A Problem from Hell: The US in the Age of Genocide: Ch 8, 10
· **Ch. 11. War and Nationalism 
Week 5 February 9: Threats from below: Revolutions, coups & riots
Read:


· **Ryszard Kapuscinski. Shah of Shahs, p. 3-99
Week 6 February 16: The threat from other states: interstate war and internationalized conflicts
Read:


· **Ryszard Kapuscinski. Shah of Shahs, p. 103-end
· Ch. 2. Realism 
MIDTERM MONDAY FEB 23

Week 7 February 23: Protection from Interstate Threats: Defensive Weapons Systems
Read:

· **Ch. 24. Nuclear Proliferation 
· **Ch. 10. Rethinking the Security Dilemma for Dangerous Times

Week 8 March 2

SPRING BREAK – No classes this week

Week 9 March 9: The social construction of threat & A democratic peace?
Read:

· Ch. 5. Constructivism 

· Wendt, Alexander. “Anarchy is what states make of it: the social construction of power politics.” International Organization 46(2): Spring 1992.

· **Snyder, Jack. “Empire: a blunt tool for democratization.” Daedalus. Spring: 2005.

Week 10 March 16: The Bush Doctrine, Preventive War, & Non-state threats to security
Read:

· **Kaufmann, Chaim. “Threat Inflation and the Failure of the Marketplace of Ideas: The Selling of the Iraq War.” International Security 29(1): 2004
· **Ch. 26. Insurgency and Counterinsurgency
Week 11 March 23: Non-state threats to security II: Secessionist movements & Civil Wars
Read:

· **Ch. 14. Ethnic Conflicts

· **Roe, Paul. “The Intrastate Security Dilemma: Ethnic Conflict as a ‘Tragedy’?” Journal of Peace Research 36(2): 1999

Week 12 March 30 Terrorism and counterterrorism
No Classes Friday, April 3
Read:

· Ch. 12. Terrorism 

· **Robert Pape, "The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism," American Political Science Review 97 (3): 343-361.
· Ch. 25. Counterterrorism 
Week 13 April 6 Threats to human security 

No Classes Friday, April 10

Read:

· **Mayer, Jane. “Outsourcing Torture: The secret history of America’s “extraordinary rendition program.” The New Yorker, February 14, 2005
· **Ch. 16. Human Security
Week 14 April 13: Our precious national treasure: War’s impact on combatants, Child Soldiers
Read:


· **Tim O’Brien. The Things They Carried, p. 1-85
· **Richardson, Jerika and Lara Setrakian (2006). "Child Soldiers Recall Learning Lessons of War Instead of the Classroom:" ABC News. December 7, 2006. 
Week 15 April 20: Civil-Military Relations and the role of PSCs
Read:


· **Tim O’Brien. The Things They Carried, p. 86-end

· **Freedman, Lawrence D. “Calling the Shots: Should Politicians or Generals Run our Wars?” Foreign Affairs. September/October 2002.

· **Singer, P. W. “Outsourcing War,” Foreign Affairs 84(2): March/April 2005.

Week 16 April 27: Should we have a draft?
Read:

· **Moskos, Charles. “CT – Feel That Draft?” Chicago Tribune. June 8, 2005. 

· **News Release: Charles Rangel, Congressman, 15th District. “Congressman Rangle Introduces New Bill to Reinstate the Military Draft.” January 11, 2007.

· Ch. 33. What Future for Security Studies? 
Last day of classes April 29.

Final Exam: Friday, May 8 @ 9 AM 

** Indicates a reading that one can select for an expert-readership

