John Carroll University

Political Science 103: Introduction to International Relations

Course Syllabus, Spring 2009
Designations: Core Course Division III, International (S)

Instructor: Jen Ziemke

Room: AD 26
M, W, F: 11:00 – 11:50 am (section 51), 1-1:50 pm (section 52) 

Office Hours: M, W, F 10-11 & 12-1, or by appointment

Office: B06 Administration Building

Phone: 216.397.2021
Email:jziemke@jcu.edu

Course Objectives

The purpose of this course is to guide you through the fundamental concepts of the field of international relations. We will learn to identify patterns of conflict and cooperation between governments and states around the world, explore trends in the global economy, development, and the world environment, and engage debates in each of these areas. The theories and perspectives we learn will help us better understand the critical issues in international relations affecting all of our lives.
Course Materials

Joshua S. Goldstein and Jon C. Pevehouse. International Relations: 2006-2007 Edition. Longman, 2007. ISBN: 0321434307
Donald M. Snow. Cases In International Relations, Third Edition. Pearson Longman, 2008.
These readings are available for purchase in the University Book Store. 

Other Resources

Other readings mentioned in the syllabus will be offered in electronic format online through the Blackboard system at JCU. You will also be required to read any additional handouts distributed in class.
Over the course of the term, you will be required to monitor international news from at least two of the following sources:

· a major national or international newspaper such as The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Christian Science Monitor, The Financial Times, or The Wall Street Journal.
· a major news website with reputable global coverage such as the above papers' sites, MSNBC-Online, or CNN-Online 
· a major news magazine such as The Economist, Time, Newsweek or US News & World Report
· major public news outlets with comprehensive news coverage such as NPR's National Public Radio News or PBS's The News Hour with Jim Lehrer.

Pop quizzes may test your knowledge of current events in the news, lectures, and/or assigned readings for that week. 
Evaluation Standards

10% class participation, attentiveness, pop quizzes, and in-class assignments

10% Paper #1 due Monday, February 23.

20% Paper #2 due by the Final Exam at the latest.

30% Midterm Exam: Friday, March 20 

30% Comprehensive Final Exam: May 4 (section 52) or May 6 (section 51)
Grading Scale

	A
	93 – 100

	A-
	90 – 92

	B+
	88 – 89

	B
	83 – 87

	B-
	80 – 82

	C+
	78 – 79

	C
	73 – 77

	C-
	70 – 72

	D+
	68 – 69

	D
	63 – 67

	D-
	60 – 62

	F
	59 and below


SafeAssign

In order to successfully complete any assigned papers or take-home exams for this course, you must submit your paper BOTH by hardcopy AND through SafeAssign on the Learn@JCU Blackboard website for the course.
Papers

Papers will lose a full letter grade for every day they are late, regardless of circumstances. 

#1: DUE Monday, February 23 in class: If a historian was writing an account of US involvement in Iraq since 2003 from the realist perspective, how would he or she argue that it fit into the larger pattern of history? From the liberal perspective? From the identity/constructivist perspective? (2-3 pages)
Paper #2: DUE anytime, at the latest by the final exam: Country Expert Paper

Select a country for which you know very little, (i.e. not the US, the country you are from, or anywhere you have traveled or lived before), for which you will serve as the class expert for the course. E-mail me your country selection (and 2 back up selections) no later than January 21. 

Paper #2 Instructions, Continued

Within the first three weeks of the term, you should:
· Research basic information about the country's political system, culture, language, history, people and the country’s current relationship with the US. Familiarize yourself with the culture, learn what people eat, what music is popular, what sports they play, and what issues are on the forefront of their minds. Search the archives of several major international newspapers, wire services, and television sources for articles or stories written about your country over the past five years (Ex: BBC, International Herald Tribune, Reuters, AP, CNN, New York Times). Read the national newspaper of this country (if you are able to read the language or if they have national news available in English), search through YouTube to see if you find anything interesting, check the library for relevant books, and collect as much information online and otherwise that you can about the place.. (In other words, do a “smart” and “deep” search of google). Make sure you find it on a map! Do whatever it takes so that you really feel like you know the place pretty well, considering you have never actually been there before. Cultivate a genuine curiosity or interest in the place, look at pictures, listen to the music, perhaps plan a trip for the future....

Over the course of the rest of the term, be sure to keep up to date on news from your country, current events, and critical developments. 
· See if you can find online blogs or personal websites where the politically active discuss issues important to them. Using email, facebook, myspace, or online chat rooms, ask questions, befriend, and start a discussion with people in this country about the issues. Try to include what you have learned in these discussions in your paper: quote them!
Your task: 

Imagine that because of your new-found expertise on this country, you have recently been hired by the new administration as the foremost advisor on issues related to your country to the US government. The US government currently is consumed with affairs in other countries, and so far has very little collective knowledge of the country, its customs, its political issues, or its people. 
You have been asked to write a memo explaining to the President the four most important issues or concerns facing this nation at the current moment.  You are the sole resident export or point person for all affairs related to this country. The administration plans to follow and listen to what you have to say. Informing the new president is a very important responsibility and you must be very careful to select the four most important issues and not miss any elephants in the living room. 
The President has also asked you to recommend a single course of action for his new administration related to the country you selected.  While you may wish to suggest to him a number of directions or paths the US may take, he specifically requested that you present him with a single policy, project, or stance toward this country that you wish the new administration would consider as they take office in late January of this year. 
In brief, you need to write an introduction to your country using the information you learned from completing the first stage of this assignment (2 pages), include a memo outlining the four most important issues you wish the President to concentrate on as it relates to your country (2 pages), and conclude with a recommendation for a specific course of action you would like to see the US government take with respect to your nation (the final 1-2 pages).

Attendance Policy

The Undergraduate Bulletin states: “Students are expected to attend each and every scheduled meeting of all courses in which they are enrolled and to be present for the full class period. Absenteeism and tardiness, regardless of cause, are a threat to academic achievement.” 
If you are absent for a class it is your responsibility to make sure to obtain all of the information relayed in that class related to assignments, exams, and course material. Please first contact other students in the course and your study buddy before speaking with me. I do not give out course notes or slides to students who missed a class. 

You may miss classes but realize you do so at your own risk. Excessive absences strongly correlate with poor performance on exams and papers.  Furthermore, an unannounced quiz or graded in-class activity may occur at any time.  I do not allow make ups for quizzes or in-class activities you missed for any reason. You do not need to inform me about the details of why you were late to or absent for a class.  If you have a documentable, decent excuse to miss class, please bring written documentation in order to have the quiz or in-class assignment dropped from your final grade.
Midterm and Final Exam Policy

Under normal circumstances, students must be present at the midterm and final exam and should make every effort to do so. Please contact me as soon as possible in the event that an emergency makes it impossible for you to take the exam. I will negotiate with each student on an individual basis the terms for making up a missed test. 

Academic Honesty

The Undergraduate Bulletin states: “Academic honesty, expected of every student, is essential to the process of education and to upholding high ethical standards. Cheating, including plagiarism, inappropriate use of technology, or any other kind of unethical behavior, may subject the student to severe academic penalties, including dismissal. All work submitted for evaluation in a course, including tests, term papers, and computer programs, must represent only the work of the student unless indicated otherwise. Material taken from the work of others must be acknowledged.” 

You must properly cite the source of all ideas, quotations, or empirical information that you use for papers and exams. Anyone found cheating on exams or papers will be referred to the Political Science Department and Dean immediately. Anyone who plagiarizes in this class will receive an F in the course. In addition, a letter documenting this offense will be placed in your file at the Dean’s office.

Disability Statement

John Carroll University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can succeed. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, you may be eligible to request accommodations from the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). Students with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and should have equal access to learning. Please contact the SSD coordinator, Brandi Rizzo, at (216) 397-4967 or come to the office located in room 7A, in the Garden Level of the Administration Building. After your eligibility for accommodations is determined, you will be given a letter which, when presented to instructors, will help us know best how to assist you. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive so it is best to register at your earliest convenience. 

Course Timeline

Week 1 January 12
Introductions and State Sovereignty

Read: Snow, Chapter 5
Week 2 January 19
Monday: Martin Luther King Day, No Classes

Theories of International Relations. 
Read: Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 2. Power Politics 

Week 3 January 26
Theories, Continued
Read:. Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 1. The Globalization of International Relations

Week 4 February 2
Theories, Continued
Read: Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 3. Alternatives to Power Politics 

Week 5 February 9
International Security
Read: Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 4. Conflict, War, and Terrorism

Week 6 February 16
International Security
Read: Snow, Chapter 11 

Week 7 February 23
The Cuban Missile Crisis
Paper due, Monday February 23

Read: Snow, Chapter 12 

Week 8 March 2

SPRING BREAK – No classes this week

Week 9 March 9
New Security Threats and Challenges
Read: Goldstein, “John Wayne and GI Jane,” Christian Science Monitor, January 10, 2002

Read: David Feingold, "Human Trafficking," Foreign Policy Sept/Oct 2005: 26-32.

Week 10 March 16
Security, Continued

Date: MIDTERM Friday, March 20
Week 11 March 23
Terrorism, Counterterrorism, Insurgency and Counterinsurgency

Read: Packer, George. 2006. "Knowing the Enemy." The New Yorker. December 18, 2006. 

Read: Snow, Chapter 16

Week 12 March 30
Other Security Concerns and the Democratic Peace
No Classes Friday, April 3

Read: Snow, Chapters 1, 2, and 13

Week 13 April 6
International Cooperation in International Institutions
No Classes Friday, April 10

Read:  Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 6. International Organization, Law, and Human Rights

Read: Snow, Chapters 14 and 15
Week 14 April 13
International Political Economy and Development
Read: Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 7. North-South Relations

Week 15 April 20
International Political Economy
Read: Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 5. Trade and Money

Read: Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 8. Environment and Technology

Week 16 April 27

International Political Economy and Review

Last day of classes April 29.

Final Exam: Wednesday, May 6 at 11 AM for section 51 

or Monday, May 4 at 1PM for section 52. Paper #2 is also due by this time.
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