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The Gospel of John Set Free

Preaching without Anti-Judaism

George M. Smiga

Christians understand that the gospel calls them to treat all people with honesty
and justice, Yet there are many passages in the Christian scriptures which, if misun-
derstood, can support a negative and false picture of Jews and Judaism. This danger is
dramatically present in the Gospel of John. Although clearly emphasizing the cen-
trality of love, John's gospel also contains broad and polemical statements which have
led many readers to conclude that "the Jews” were united as a people in their opposi-
tion to Jesus and primarily responsible for his death.

This book is meant to serve preachers, catechists, and students of the Bible, as well
as everyday readers, who wish to understand the difficult passages of this gospel in a
PREACHING WITHOUT way which is free from inaccuracy and prejudice. Beginning with a survey of the

ANTI-JUDAISM charactenistics of the gospel, it offers a discussion of all passages from the Roman
Catholic Lectionary for Sundays and Major Feasts which draw from the Gospel of
John and contain the potential to misrepresent or denigrate Judaism. Utilizing the
official translation of the Catholic Lectionary, it leads the reader through complex
historical and linguistic issues so that those who use these texts can proclaim them in

208 pages 6x9  conformity to Church teaching and God's love for the Jewish people.

978-0-8091-4457-0 Paperback $14.95
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George Smiga, a priest of the diocese of Cleveland, holds a doc-
torate in sacred theology from the Pontifical Gregorian
University. He presently serves on the seripture and homiletic
faculty of 5t. Mary Seminary and Graduate School of Theology
in Wickliffe, Ohio. He serves as pastor of 5t. Noel Catholic
Church in Willoughby Hills, Ohio.
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