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FOREWORD

While writing the article on Martin Luther for the Dic-
tionnaire de Spiritualite, I became convinced that Luther
has much to say to us today about living the Christian life.
Hence this study in which I show how Luther's teaching on
conversion, on trust in Christ and his word, and on life-long
healing from inverate sinfulness can lead us to fuller Chris-
tian authenticity.

Because of this conviction I offer the reader generous
helpings of texts in Luther's own words, especially in Chap-
ter 7 on his mature account of the Christian life. To give
Luther himself due prominence, there is little discussion in
these pages of the many topics which scholars treat in their
work of ferreting out the influences affecting Luther's devel-
opment. Before we can rightly assess such influences, we
must delve deeply into Luther himself. He was a creative
religious genius who quickly outstripped those who formed
him. An encounter with him must begin with his own inter-
pretation of our "being Christian" and with his own witness
to the power of Christ working in the midst of our common
experience.

I hope that this book can serve to introduce people to
further reading both of Luther's works and of studies of his
life and thought. The bibliographies given with each chapter
point the way to such further work. For us in the English-
speaking world, the recently completed 54 volumes of trans-
lation, Luther's Works, American Edition, have eased
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8 Foreword

considerably our. way of access to Luther's many-sided wit-
ness and teaching.

In his day, Luther clashed with representatives of the
Catholic Church, and central points of his message, for
example, on doctrinal authority and the Lord's Supper,
were rejected on the Catholic side. Calvinists and Anabap-
tists also had their sharp differences with Luther over the
church and the sacraments. Our narrative of Luther's career
in our Chapters 5 and 6 touches on these divisive issues in
their historical context. Our emphasis, however, falls on
Luther's teachings on the Christian life, which we present in
Chapter 4, on his early "theology of the cross," and in
Chapter 7 on his mature teaching on conversion. To defend
these views, Luther was convinced he had to attack tradi-
tional Catholic structures and to reject other views pro-
posed by the Swiss reformers. But in these controversies, the
supreme value for Luther was his own perception of the
central dynamic of personal conversion. Therefore, we
highlight the latter in this introductory presentation.

As a Catholic expositor, the author is very aware of
Luther's quite traditional instincts, which became clear in
his controversies with Andreas Carlstadt and Huldreich
Zwingli. In significant areas, especially concerning the
mediation of God's grace, Luther is quite Catholic. We in
the late 20th century are also aware of the remarkable
degree of consensus achieved by Lutheran and Roman
Catholic participants in bilateral dialogues (see page 34,
below). These discussions are leading to rapprochement on
key divisive issues, such as Eucharistic sacrifice, the minis-
try, and the papal primacy. This welcome development
encourages us to search out more diligently the central
cluster of convictions Luther held about our Christian exis-
tence. In this book, we present these in an atmosphere of
calm expectation that Luther can contribute fresh vigor to
the life and prayer of all Christians.

Pontifical Gregorian University
Rome
December 1, 1982
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WA

	

D. Martin Luthers Werke, Kritische Gesamtaus-
gabe. The Weimar Edition (1883ff.). References
give the volume, page, and line number.

WABr The Weimar Edition, Briefwechsel. References give
volume, number of the letter, and line, followed by
the page on which the passage is found.

LW

	

Luther's Works. The American Edition, published
in fifty-four volumes by Concordia Publishing
House of St. Louis and Fortress Press of Philadel
phia, 1955ff. References give volume and page
number. Translations have on occasion been
slightly altered through use of more inclusive pro-
nomial forms.


