
 
Interdisciplinary Concentrations 

 
In addition to the required major and optional minor programs, the university also 

offers a number of interdisciplinary concentrations and programs as options to 
supplement and strengthen specific degree majors. Interdisciplinary concentrations 
consist of approximately 18 to 39 semester hours of course work in which the student 
has attained at least a 2.0 (C) average. To qualify for a concentration students must 
complete all the requirements of the related major as specified in the Bulletin. A 
completed concentration is noted on the transcript. For further details concerning 
concentrations, programs,  and recommended courses, students are advised to contact 
the coordinator/director or the chairperson of a department participating in the 
concentration or program.  The contact secretary for all concentrations is located in the 
Department of Political Science in the Administration Building. 

 
Concentrations 

The following interdisciplinary concentrations are available: 

Environmental Studies — The Environmental Studies Concentration is designed 
to acquaint students with the knowledge necessary to understand and solve 
environmental problems: the operations of the physical, biological, and chemical 
systems of our planet; the impact of people on these systems; the cultural underpinnings 
of our current patterns of interaction with nature; and the substantive nature and 
institutional process of political and social change which impinge upon our environment. 

The requirements for the concentration vary depending upon the major, but all 
students must take courses in both the natural sciences (including one lab and one course 
above the 100 level) and the social sciences (at least two above the 200 level), and 
complete the senior capstone experience for a combined total of 28 credit hours.  In the 
areas of natural sciences and social sciences/humanities, the student is expected to draw 
from at least two and preferably three departments as follows:  

Natural sciences (13 hours): BL 109, 109L, 111, 111L, 159, 160, 222, 223, 444, 
444L, 479; CH 103, 103L, 105, 105L, 141-144, 151H, 153, 221-224, 261, 263; PH 101, 
101L, 102, 102L . 

Social sciences/humanities (12 hours): CO 455; EC 211*, 212*, 315; EN 299B 
(American Environmental Literature); PL 314, 315, 398 (Ecofeminism); PO 204, 312, 
361, 363, 460, 464; RL 333, 365; SC 251, 290, 360, 380, 381, 383, 389, 475E, 484. 

*Must be followed by an upper-division environmental course from the same 
department.   

Co-Directors: Dr. Dean N. Birch, Department of Political Science; Dr. Wendy 
Wiedenhoft, Department of Sociology. 

   
 


